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THE, HON. CHARLES CLA1ýKK

or& In 1866 he rose to the Captaincy,
ng served about three months at Chat-
and Point. -Edward previous to an(
g the Fenian Ràid. He was gazetted

or Major'of the 30th'We'llington Bat-
'n of Rïf lèe,---ùÈiôü ik -forma, tion in Sep-
)er of that year. -Upon theresiÏnation
ieutenant-Colonel Higinbotham, he was
oted to the command of the Battalion:

still holds thi ti n. As a military
r. he 4% is ýhighly oý; Med by the men
r bis command.

om bis first _' 8 ' ettlemept in Wellington
k an active share i4 .3oýities, and for

years acted as Secretary, of -the Re-
Association of the North Riding.' At

,eneral election in'1871, he was unani-
ly nominated by a Reform Convention
didat-e'for the ýrepresentation of Centrè
ngton in the Ontario Legislature. He
elected over bis opponent, Mr. Alex-

McIàaýen, by a majority of 674,'r
ig a Conservatîve who had previougly
ented the constituency. In 1875 he

lected by acclamation, and in 1879 was
ýted by a majonty of 660, bis oppo-:

having'obtained a trifling majority in
ýw0 of the polling sub-divisions of the

ring bis Parliame'ntary. career Mr.,
e bas introâucèd and carried séveral
ealing with matters of ienterest to the
ýg community, among which. may be

-Sated the Insectivorous Birds Bill,
Bill for the protection of life and limb
widents in co ' nnection-with threshing

He howeveÎ directed his partieu-
ntion to the'quèstion of the Ballot.

3 he brought ilia Bill providing for

the useof thé secret vote at parliamenta!y
elections,and succéeded in securing its sec-

ond reading by a large majority. The Gov-
ernment -requested him to withdraw this
Bill, promising t4ldeal- with the question
during the following session, and, believing
that a matter of so much importance ought
to be in the handà of the leader of the

House, 'he consented. In " the following see-
.sion, Mr. Mowat proposed a'comprehénsive

measure, whieh became law, and wa's fol-
lowed by. another, extending the Ballot to

municipal elections. Colonel Clarke acted
as permanent Chairmano . f the Houàe in
the Third Parliament, and'as Chairman of
Standing Committee o > n Publie Accounts for
three sessions. On the re-opening of Par-
liament in 1880, he was nominated for the «

Speakership by the Premier, seconded", by
the Eton. R. M. Wells, the retiring Speaker,
and supported by Me. Meredith, the leader
of the Opposition, wiho éxpressed confiden ' ce
,in the -seitetion made by the Goverhment
and the House.

Socially, Colonel Clarke is uniformly
obUging toý all, and is to-day as highly re-

spected as any man în the county of Wel-ý
lington. 'He is remarkably fond of a j0k.e,
and enjoys it, even if told at bis o wn ex-
pense. He ha'a liliing for natural science
and art, and is generally well-informed.. He
is a keen observer of men and thinp, quick
at repartee, and sharp as a needle. He is

somewhat given to satire,- and bas been
knOwn tO alienate acquaintances. by bis
impromptu sarcastie remarks and home
thrusts. Asa rule, however, he is- a genial

companion, of kindly feelings, and is chari-
table in*thought, word and deed.


