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/By Jules Verne. -
PART 1I.

CHAPTER XI.—CoNTINCED.

rBen minutes afterwards the lower borderof

the barrier was reached. There the waters of

the Angara again became free. A few large

blocks of ice, becoming by degrees detached

from the ficld, and floating with the current,
descended towards tbhe town.

¥adin understopd what Michasl Strogofl
wished to attempt. She saw one of those
‘blecks of ice that was only held by a narrow
tongue.

« Come,” said Nadia. - .

And both jay down on this morsel of ice,
which & slight rocking loosened from the
bayrier. ‘

Phe block began to make its way down the
river. The river iteelf berame wider, and the
route was free.

Michael Strogoff and Nadia could hear the
firing of guns, the crics of distress, the shouts
of the Tartars that made themeelves heard up
the river. Then little by little those cries of
.deep anguish and of ferocious joy were lost 1n
the distance. _ .

a4 Oh! those poor companions!” whispered
Nadia.

For halfan hour the carrent quickly car-
ried along the block of ice which was bear-
ing Michuel Strogoff and Nudia. At -every
moment they fenred that they might sink

'wnder the water. Being caught in the stream,
. itfollowed the middle of the river, and it

would not be necersary to give it an

‘obligne direction until there was question of’;
" making for the quays of Irkutsk. R
Michael Strogoff, with his teeth set, and his
ears’ ready to catch the least sound, did net
utter & single word. Never wns he 50 near-at-
taining his end. He felt that he was about to
gucceed | )

Towarde two o'clock in the morning, 8
doublerow of lights lit up the sombre horizon
on thetwo banks of the Angara.

©n the right was the glare from the lights of
Irkutsk. On the left the fires of the Tartar
camp.

Michael Strogoff was not more than half a
verst trom the city.

w At lnst ! whispered he.

But, ruddenly, Nadia gave o c1y.

At that cry, Michael Strogoff Toge up from
the block, which became very unsteady. His
hand stretched out toward the head of the
Anpgara. His face, all lit up with the refiec-
tions of blue lights, became terrible to look at,
and then, as though his eyes had been re-
opened to the light: .

a AhY cried he, ¥God himself is against

usl”

CHAPTER XIL

$exuTsK, capital of Eastern Siberia, has, in
erdinary times, n population of thirty thou-
gand seuls. A high hill of solid rock, skirt-
ing the right bank of the Angara, 5erves as a
splendid position for its churches, crowoed by
a high cnthedrul, and for its houses, built in
picteresque ¢ iarder along its slopes.

Seen from :#-ertain distance, from the top
of the mountain which runs along the great
Siberian route at a distance of some twenty
verstg, with its domes and belfries, its grace-
ful spires, like those of minarets, its spiral
domes, it hus a somewhnt Onental appear-
ance. But that Orientsl sppearance vanishes
from the eyes of the traveler from the moment
he enters the town. The town, hulf Byzauo-
tine, hult Chinese, becomes more European by
its macadnmized streets, bordered with side-
walks, with their rows of gigantic birch trees
and its brick and wooden houses, some o}
which have several stories, by its many splen-
did equipnges, in fine, by the whole body of
its inhabitants beivg very advanced in the
progress of civilization, and to whichk tbe
latest fasbions of Paris are not at all
strangers.

At that epoch Irkutsk, refuge for the $i-
berians of the province, was crowded. It
abounded in resources of every kind.  Irkutsk
is the emporium for all that countless mer-
chandise which is exchanged between Chins,
Central Asia, and Eutope. They did not tear
to draw there the peasapts from the valley of
the Angars,the Mongols-Kbalkas, people from
Toungouze nnd Bouret, and to allow the wil-
derness to stretch out between the invaders
and the towa.

Irkutsk is the residence of the povernor-
general, of Eustern Siberia. Under him is
a civil gevernor, in whose hands is concen-
trated the adipinistration of the province, &
head of the police, who has a great deal to do
in a iown where exiles abound, and lastly, s
mayor, one uf the leading merchauts, an im-
portant perscnage by his immense fortuue,
and by the ivfluence which be has over his
fellow-citizens.

The gurrison of Irkutsk was then composed
of a regiment of foot Cossacks, which nurm-
‘bered about two thousand men, a body of foot
« gendarmes,” who wore the helmet and blue
uniforms striped with silver.

Besides, it is known that on account of par-
ticular circumstances, the brother of the czur
had been shut up in the town gince the com-
mencement of the invasion,

That sitvation must begiven in detail.

It was a journey.of political importance
that had led the grand duke into those dis-
tant provinces ot Eustern Asia.

The grand duke, after having visited the
principal cities of Siberia, traveling in
milita y rather than princely style, without
any retinue, escorted by a detachment of

- .Comsacks, had gone even as far as the count: ies
beyond the Balkan mountaine. Nickolaevsk,

. the last Russian town which is situated on
the shores of toe sea of Ohhotsk, had been
honored by his visit. .

Having reached the boundaries of the
immense Muscovite empire, the grand duke
was returning. to Irkutsk, from whence hs
would soon return to Europe, when -the news
reached him of that invasion,” which was as
.gudden ad wenaeing.' Heo hastened to re-enter
the capital, but when he arrived there, com-
municatioh with - Rugsja had been ‘cut off.

~‘He - still: received - a few telegrams from
Petersburgh and "Moscow  be ' could " even
answer them. Afterwards, ‘the wire was cut
under ®he circumstanced already known to the
reader. R :

Irkntsk was isolated from the rest of the

- world. S o

The grand duke: could do nothing bat or-

" . ganize resistance, s thing which he did with
" that firmness and coolness of which he had
' given, under other circumstances,incontestable
proofs.

News of the taking of Ichim, of Omsk, of

.+ Tomsk, came successively to Irkutak. ‘They
onuld not connt on ‘beiny ' soon reljeved, but
" they'must-pravent; at all price, the occupation
“+of the capitil- of Siberia; ' The few truops
i geattered “over  the province of ‘Amtour, and
+ “ihogein the- governmernt of Irkutsk, could
-+ et arrive-in eufficient numbers to ‘arrest the

i dolohms, Besides, since™ Irkutsk.

» | cbuld’not, poseibly.

escape being invested, 1t
f_~1

was,‘of " the okt dmpoxtance-to put the
town, in_» position to susiain a sl

. ere begln On, ay
which Tomsk® fell -into:the  bands {of:tHe
Tartars, .~ At the'same time as thatlast news
‘the"grand “duke’Jearned:;that ‘the “emir of
‘Boukhara and': the allied -khans were.
directing the_moyement'in  person, but” what.
hé did not-know, was that the lisutenant of

" |.those barbarous chiefs:-was-Ivin Ogareff,

Russian officer whom he himself had cash-
dered. . - .
From the first, as has been seen, the inhabi-
tauts of the province of lrkutsk had been
ordered to abundon the towns and villages.
Those who did not sevk refuge in the capital
were compelled to retire beyond Lake Baikal,
to where the invasion would not likely extend
its ravages. The crops of corn and forage
were requisitioned for the town, and that
last rampart of Russian power in the extremsa
enst was prepared to resist for some time.
Irkutgk, founded in 1611, is situated at the
confluence ot the Irkutand the Angara, on the
right bank of the river. Two wooden bridges
built on piles, and 8o arranged as toopet the
whole width of the river for the necessities of
nuvigation, joined the town with its outskirts
which evtended along the left bank. The out-
skirts were abandoned,bridges destroyed. The
passage of the Angara, which wus very wide at
that place, would mot have been possible
under the firo of the  besieged.
But the river could e crossed either above
or below the town, and, a8 a cODSvGuence
Irkutsk was in danger of being attacked on
the east side, which no rampart protected.
It was, then, in works of fortification that
the bands wers first employed. They worked
.duy and uight. The grand duke found a
spirited pepulation in supplying that need,
and atterwards he found them most brave in
dts defense. Soldiers, merchants, exiles,
pessants, all devoted themselves to the com-
mon safety. Eigbt duys before the Tartars
had appeared on the Angara, ramparts of earth
had beon raised. A moat, flooded with the
waters of the Angars, had been dug between
the inner and outer wall of the fortification.
The city could no longer be taken by a
gudden assault. It must be invested and
besieged.
The third Tartar column—that which had
ascended the valley of the Yenisei—appsared
in sight of Irkutk on the 2ith day of
September. It immediately; ocsupied the
abandoued ourskirts, of which the very
houses had been destroyed in order not to
impede the sction ot the arch duke's artillery,
which wasunfortunately very insufficient.

The Tartars organized themselves while
waitivg the arrival of the two otber columus,
which were commanded by the emir and his
allies.
The junction of these divers corps took
place on the 25th of September, at the camp
of Angarn, and all the army, vxcept the
garrisuns left in the principal conguered towns
waus concentrated under the orders of Keofar-
Khan.
The passage of the Angara having been re-
garded by Ivan Ogareffl as impracticable be-
fore Irkutsk, a strong body of troops crossed at
some versts down the river, on some bridgoes
of boats which bad bewn established for that
purpose. 'l he grand duke did not attempt to
oppose that passage. He could only bave
harassed them, without preventing, he not
baviug any field pieces at his disposal, and
this is the reason he remained cooped up in
Irkutsk.
Ivan QOgareff, a clever engineer, was cer-
tainly able to direct the operations of a regular
siege; but he had not the material to carry
forward his operations quickly. 8o, he bad
boped to surprise Irkutsk, the end of all his
efforts.
Ope can Bee that things had turned out
otherwise than he bad reckoned.  On the one
band, the march of the Tartar army delayed
by the battls of Tomsk; on the other, the
rapidity with which the works of defense had
been carried on by the grand duke; for these
two reasons Lis projects had failed. He found
himself therefore under the necessity of carry-
ing on n regular siege. s
Aeanwhile, by his advice, the emir at-
tempted twice to take tho town at the price
of u great sacrifice of men. He threw the
soldiers sgainst the earth works which seemed
to present some weak poiuts; but the two as-
suults were repelled with the greatest courage.
The grand duke and his officers did not spare
themselves on that occasion; they led the
civil population to the ramparts.  Civilians
and moujiks did their duty remarkably weil.
At the second assault, the Tartars had snc-
ceeded in torcing one of the gates of the town.,
A fight took place at the beginning of the
principal street—the Bolchaia, which is two
verats in length, and terminates at the banks
of the Apgara, But the Cossacks, the gen-
darmes and the citizens opposed to them a
gtrong resistance, and the Tartars had to: return
1o their positions.
Ivan Ogareff thought thenof tryving to win
by treschery what force could not give him.
His project, it is known was to muke his way
alone into the town, and present himself be-
fore the grand duke, with some plausible tale
to win his confidence, and, when the moment
came, to deliver one of the gatesto the bo-
siegers; afterwards, that doue, to glut his ven-
geance on the brother of the Czar.
The Tsigane, who had accompsnied him to
the camp of the Angara, nrged him to put this
project into execution. . .
And, indeed, it was pecessary to act with-
out delay. The Russian troops of the govern-
ment of Irkutsk were marching to the relief of
Irkutsk. ‘They were concentrating on the
bigher waters of ibe Lena, and marching up
the vallay. They would surely arrive before
wix days. It was necessary, then, thut Irkutsk
should be delivered up by treachery before six
days.

Ivau Ogareff, did not hesitate any longer.

Ope evening, the 2nd of October, a council
of wur wasbeing held in the Jarge room of the
governor-guneral's palnce. It was there the
grand duke resided. '

Bolchuia street overlooked, for a greatdistance
the course of the river. From its front windows
one could perceive the Tartar camp, and had
the Tactars posseseed.an artillery of & longer
range, they could have rendered it uninhubit-
able, . o

The grand. duke, General Voranzoff, and
the governor of the town, the head merchant,

superior officers, had just past divers resolu.
tiona. - o

. Gentlemen,” said the grand duke, # you
know exuctly our situation. I havea firm
hope that we shall be able to hold out until
the arrival of troops from lrhutek. Wosball
then know well how to drive awny these bar-

they don't pay dearly for this invasion of
Russian territory.” )
# Your highness knows that we can rely on
the whole . population of Irkutsk,” replied
General Voranzoff. .
« Yes" said the grand duke, «.and I render
homuge to its patriottsm. Thank Ged, it bas

epidemic, or o' famine, and I have reason to
think it will escape them,butat the ramparts I

‘the" dhief- of. the. mervhants heats' my worde. -

ge of gonte- |~

be (‘éxpect at latest-the qrijr‘glb;‘_)f t‘hev army. of ythe
s o - " Y-exile, now his-companions

This palace, rising At the extremity of

with whom had beén joined a nuamber of

barous hordes, and it will not be my fault if

cot as yet suffored from the horrors of an }

b

"conld mot, help admiring their courage. Ift;uat_;l

‘and’I-beg him to report, themi- a8 such.? - i
T'thank your :highness,\in thé-nain’ § 5¢
‘thetown;” answered. the chief of the. pg

nants? o May 1 dare-to ask you whe i yon

relief?. "

oI gix déyu at most

‘answered. ths graud

beeti_able to penetrate: into. * pe town- this
‘morning, and he has informe 4 me'that fifty

‘thousand Russians are ad¥ ancing-by forced

‘murches: under the OF derg of, -, General
Kissely.; They were, t
the banks of the Ler.a, at Kirensk, and,
now, neither cold or gnow will prevent their
arrival. Fifty thov sands good troops, taking
the Tartnes on the flank, would soon relieve
us,” .

- X would add,” said the chief of the mer-
chants, © that he day on which your highness
sball order a sortie we shall be ready to ex-
ecute your orders.

« Very well, sir,” answered the grand duke.
« I.et us wait until the leading columns ap-
pear on the heights, and we will crush the in-
vaders.” ,

Then, turning to General Voranzoff: 4 We
will visit to-morrow,” said he, ¢ the works on
the right hand. The Angara will soon become
ice-bound, and perbaps the Tartars will be
able to cross it.”

« Will your highness permit me to make an
observation 77 said the chief of the mer-
chants.

# Make it, sir.”

u1 have seen the temperature fall many a
time to thirty and forty below zero, and the
river has been filled with floating pieces of
ice, without being entirely frozen. This is
owing, no doubt, to the rapidity of the current.
If, then, the Tartars have no other means of
crorsing the river, I can assure your highness
they cannot possibly cross it that manner.”
The governor-general confirmed the assertion.

u It is a very fortunate circnmstance,” an-
swered the grand duke. © Nevertheless, let
us be prepared for every emergency.”

Then, turning to the head of the police:

« Huve you nothing to say to me?” he
asked him.

uIhave to place before your highness,”
said the head of the police, « a petition which
hus been addressed to you.”

« By whom 7"

«By the exiles of Siberia, who, as your
highness knows, are, to the nnmber of five
hundred, in this city.”

The political exiles, scattered all over the
province, had indeed been concentrated at
Irkutsk from the commeacement of the in-
vasion. They had obeyed the order to tally
at the town, and to abandon the villages
where they exercised different professions.
Some were doctors, others profesgors, either at
the Japanese school or at the school of navi-
gation. From the beginning the grand duke,
like the czar, trusting to their patriotism, had
armed them, and he had found in them brave
defenders.

« What do the exiles ask tor?” said the
grand duke.

« They ask your highness’ permission,” an-
swered che head of the police, “ to form a spe-
cial corps, and to lead the sortie.”

#Yes,” said the grand duke, with an emo-
tion which he did not seek to conceal,
«these exiles are Russians and it is indeed
their right to fight for their country.”

I can assure your highness,” said the
gove” ur-general, “that we have no better
st ere’

« Jut they must have a leader,” said the
grand duke. ¢ Who shall he be ?”

u Would your higbness like to have one?”
said the head of the police, ¢ who has dis-
tinguished himself on many occasions ?”

«Is he a Russian ?” :

# Yes, a Russian of the Baltic provinces.”

4 What is his name?”

4 Wassili Feodor.”

That exile was the father of Nadin.

Wassili Feodor, as i8 known, exereised at
Irkutsk the profession of a doctor. He was
an -educated and charitable man, and at the
same time a man of the greatest courage and
natriotism. When he was not occupied with
the sick, he was engaged in orgapizing resist-
ance. 1f was he who bhad united hie com-
pusnions in exile in common action. The
oxiles, up to that time scattered among the
population, had borne themselves in battle in
stuch mauner as to draw the attention of the
grand duke. Inseveral sorties they had paid
with their blood their debt to holy Russia—
holy indeed, and adored by her children!
Wassili Feodor had conducted himself heroic-
ally. On severnl occasions his nsme had
been meutioned as the bravest of the brave,
but he had asked neither for graces or favors,
and when the exiles formed a special corps
he had no idea they would choose him as their
lender. When the head of the police had
pronounced that name before the grand duke,
the Iatter replied that it was not unknown to
him.

# Indeed,” answered General Voranzoff,
« Wassili Feodor is a man of valor and cour-
age. His influence over kis ccmpanions has
always been very grest.”

« How long has he been at Irkutsk?”
asked the grand duke.

t T'wo yeurs.”

« And his conduct 7"

«His conduct,” apnswered the bead of the
police, #is that of A man who submits to the
special laws under which he lives.”

4 General,” answcred the grand duke,
« have the goodness to present him imme-
diately.” )

The orders of the grand duke were ex-
ecuted, and a half hour had not passed before
Wasnili Feodor was introduced into his pre-
sence, '

He was & man some forty years old or
more, tall, and with a sad nnd severe coun-
tenance. One felt that all his life was sum-
med up in this one word : struggle; and that
he bhad struggled and suffered all his life.
His traits reminded oue remarkably of those
of his duughter, Nadia Feodor.

More than auy other thing the Tartar in-
vasfon had cut him in his dearest affection,
and ruined the last hope of that father, exiled
to adistince of mors than eight thousand
versts from his native place. A letter had in-
formed him of the death of his wife, and, at
the same time, of the departure of his daugh-
ter, who had obtained from the government
permission to rejoin him at Irkutsk.

Nudia had to leave Riga on the 10th of
July. Thbe invasion was on the 15th. If, at
that time, Nadia had crossed the frontier,
what had become of her in the midst of the in-
vaders? One can conceive how this un-
happy father must have been devoured with
anxiety, since, from that time, ho had received
no news of his daughter.

“Wassili Feodor, in the presence of the
grana duke, bowed, and waited to be inter-
rogated,

# Wassili Feodor,” said to him the grand
duke, “your companions have asked to form
a picket corps. Do they know that in that
corps they musat fight to the last man 7’

it They know it,” answered Wuesili Feo-
dor. y

# They wish you for leader.”

#1, your highness ?"

#“ Do you consent to put yourself at their,
head 7

dake, @A sharp and COUrageous : ,misgary has'|;

two days' ago. on

‘mand. thoe-Who-till are exiles P
« They are 8o no longer.”

‘Tt wag the pardon‘of all his companions; in;
) ons in arms, which the!
brother of the czar granted tohim [* !
“Waaalli“ Feodor pressed with emotion the,
and which the grand duke held:gut to him,
‘and he left the room. -+

The latter turning tben
cers: .- : R : .

«The czar will not refuse to accept the

letter of pardon which I 'am drawing upon
him!” said he, smillng.. # We nred heroes to
defend the capital of Siberia, and I have juat
now made some.”

This pardon of the exiles of Irkutsk was in-
deed an act of wise justice and wise policy.

Night bad now come on. Across the win-
dows of the palace shone the fires of the Tar-
tar camp, and far buyond the Augara. The
river was full of floating blocks of -ice, some
of which were stopped by the first piles-of the
ancient wooden bridges. Those which the
current beld in the channel floated down with
great rapidity. Thus it was evident, as the
chief of the merchants had observed, that the
Angara could scarcely freeze along the whole
of its surface. Thus the defenders of Irkutsk
need not fear the danger of being assailed on
that side. )

Ten o'clock had just struck. The grand
duke was about tc dismiss his officers aud re-
tire to his apartments, when a kind of uproar
was heard outside the palace.

Almost immediately the door of the room
opened, an aide-de-carnp appeared, and, ad-
vancing toward the grand duke:

% Your highness,” said he, “a courier from
the czar!” ’

N

CHAPTER XIIL

A simultaneous movement brought all the
members of the council towards the half-open
door. A courier from the czar, arrived at
Irkutsk. If the officers had reflected for an
instant on the improbability ot that fact,
they would bave certainly considered it im-
possible.

The grand duke had quickly moved towards
his nid-de-camp.

«That courier!” said he.

A man entered. He had the air of one worn
out by fatigue. He wore the costume of a Si-
berian peasaut, much worn, even torn, and
on which one could see bullet-holes. A Rus-
siaa bonnet covered his head. A scar, badly
healed, crossed his face. The man had evid-
ently followed a long and trying route. His
shoes and stockings, in a bad state, even
proved that ke had made part of his journey
on foot.

«His highness the grand duke?” said he
on entering.

The grand duke went ap to Lhim.

“Are you a courier from the czar?” he
asked bim.

« Yes, your highness.”

#« You come from—1"

¢ hloscow.”

«You left Moscow— 7%

4 The 15th of July.”

“ You are called——?"

« Michael Strogoff.”

It was Ivan Ogareff,. He had taken the
name and position of the man whom he be-
lieved to be powerless. Neither the grand
duke nor any other persen in Irkutsk knew
him; he had not even needed to disguise his
fentures. As he had the means ot proving his
pretended identity, no one could doubt him
He came then, sustained by a will of iron, to
hasten Ly treason aud assassination the
conclusion of the drama of invasion.

After the answer of Ivan Ogareff, the grand
duke made a sign, snd all his officers retired.

The fictitious Michael Strogoff and he re
mained alone in the room.

The grand duke looked at Ivan Ogaveff for
some seconds, and with the greatest atten-
tion. Then:

« You were, the 15th of July, at Moscow 7"
he asked him.

« Yer, your highness, and on the night from
the 14th to the 15th, I saw his majesty the
Czar at the new palace.”

* You have a letter from the Czar "

# Here it is.

And Ivan Ogareff banded to the grand duke
the imperial letter, reduced to the dimmensions
almost microscopic.

+ Was that letter given to youinthat state?”
asked the grand duke.

4« No, your highness, but 1 was compelled
to tear open the envelope, in order to  better
conceal it from the Tartar soldiers.”

4 Have you then been a prisoner of the Tar-
tars ?”

# Yes, your highness, during a few days,”
answered Ivan Ogaretf. « It is on that account
that, having set out from Moscow on the 15th
of July, I only arrived at Irkutsk on the 2d of
October, after a journey of sixty-nine days.”

The grand duke took the letter. He unfolded
it and recognized the sigunature of the cear,
preceded by the sacramental formula, written
with his own hand. Hence, there was no
possible doubt concerning the authenticity of
that letter, nor indeed concerning the identity :
of the cotrier. If bis fierce lovk at first in-
spired mistrust, the grand duke did not allow .
it 16 be seen, and socon the mistrust disap-
peared altogether. ‘

The grand duke remained some moments
without speaking. He was reading slowly:
the letter, in order to thoroughly gather the |
senee of it. i

Taking up again the speect: : !

« Michael Strogoff, do you know the con-
tents of this letter ?” he asked.

4 Yes, your highness. L might have been
compelled to destroy it to prevent it from fall-
ing into the hands of the Tartars, and, if that
should happen, [ wished to bring its contents
to your highness.”

. «Do you know that thia letter enjoins us to
die at Irkutsk rather thansurrender the city ?’

#] know it.”

« Do you also know that it points out the
movements of the troops who have combined
to check the invasion ?”

# Yesg, your highness, but those movements -
have not succeeded.”

4 What do you mean 7"

«] wish to tell you that Ichm, Omsk, Tomsk,
not to speak of other important towns ol the
two Siberias, have been one after another oc-
cupied by the soldiers of Ieofar-Knhn.”

«But has there been a battle? Have our
Cossacks never met the Tartars?”’

- #Several times, your highness.”

# Aud they were repulsed 7’

# They were not in sufficient strength.”

# Where bave the encounterd taken place of
which you speak "

t At Kolyvan; at Tomsk.” ‘

Up to this time, Ivan Ogareff had only told
the truth ; but with the object of fighting the
defenders of Irkutsk by exaggerating the ad-
vantages obtained by the troops. of the emir,
he added: .-

#And a third time before Krasnoinrsk.”

w And that last engagement?" asked the
grand duke, those firmly zet lips scarcely al-
lowed the words to pass. .

It was more than an engagement, your
highness,” answered Ivan Ogareff, ¢ it was a
battle.”

| bave-beén annihilatéd.”

towards the offi-'|

Py T R IR
" uTwenty thousand: Rusilang; coming from

;- | the” provinces -of: the ‘frontier and, from,_ the

.government.of ~Tobolsk, came’ intocollision

Tartars, and, in spite of

their “courage they
- L

™, 8 You-le1"oried the grand duke, who en-
deavoured, but in vain, to''master his anger.

{ &1 tell the truth, your highness,” coolly re-
plied. Ivén Ogarefl.! #I was present attbat
battle of Krasnofarsk, and-it is there where 1
.was made prisoner.” . " '
he gave Tvan Ogareff to understaud that he
did not doubt his veracity. e

« On what day‘did thia battle of Krasnoiarsk
take place 7" he asked. o

« On the 2nd of September.” - .

« And now atl the Tartar forces are concen-
trated around Irkutsk?"

« AllL”

% Aund you would number them at—1"

« Four hundred thousand men!”

A new aggregation of Ivan Ogareff in reck-
oning the numbers ofthe Tartar army, and
tending always to the same end.

« And I mustnot expect apy succor from
the provinces of the west?” asked the grand
duke. .

« None, your highness, at least before the
end of winter.”

« Very well, listen to this, Michael Strogoff.
Should no relief come to me, either from the
west nor the esst, and were there six hundred
thousand Tartars, I would not give up Ir-
kutsk {"

The wicked eyes of Ivan Ogareff lightly
blinked. The traitor seemed to say that the
brothur of the czar was reckoning without
treason.

The grand duke, of a nervous temperament,
bad grent difficulty in preserving his calmness
on learning this disastrous news, He walked
up and down the room, under the eyes of [van
Ogareff, who covered him as a prey reserved
for his vengeance. He stopped at the win-
dows, he looked out upon the Tartar fires, he
was trying to tind out the noise, the greater
part of which wuas caused by the grating of the
ice on the river.

A quarter of an hour passed without his
putting another question. Then, again tak-
ing up the letter, he read a passage of it and
said :

«You know, Michael Strogoff, that there is
a question in this letter of a traitor against
whom I have to be on my guard.”

# Yes, your highness.

« He is to attempt to enter Irkutsk dis-
guised, to win my confidence ; then, at the
proper time, to deliver up the town tothe
Tartars.”

« ] know all that, your highness, and I also
know that Ivan Ogarefl bas sworn personal
vengeance on the brother of the czar.”

“ Why?”

# They say that that ofticer had been con-
demned by the grand duke to & most humil-
iating degradation.”

#Yes—1 remember. But he deserved it,
that wretch, who waa afterwards to serve
against his country, and to lend there an in-
vasion of barbarisus !”

«His mnjesty, the czar,” answered Ivan
Ogureff, “relied especially on the fact that you
were aware of the criminal projects of Ivan
QOgareff against your person.”

# Yes; the letter jnforms me of it. Ard his
majesty told it to mo himseif, while warning
me to distrust that traitor above all during
my journey across Siberia.”

« Huve you ever met him 7

%Yes, your highness, after the lattle of
Erasnoiarsk. Could he have suspected that
I was the bearer of a letter addressed to your
bighness, and in which all his projects were
divulged, I should not now be stauding before
you.”

 Yes, you would have been lost,” answered
the grand duke. # And how did you escape?’

« By throwing myself into the Irtych.”

« And how did vou enter Itkutsk 7

© During a sortie that was made this very
night to repsl a Tartat detachment, I joined
it with the defenders of the town, I was able
to muke myself known, and they atonce con-
dusted me before your highness,”

« Well done, Michael Strogofl,” answered
the grand duke. ¢ You have shown courayge
and zenl cduring this diflicult mission. I
shall not forget you. Huve you any favor to
ask me 7’

« Noue, if it be not that of fighting by the
side of your highuess,” answered [vau Ogareff

« Let it be so, Michael Strogoff.  From this
day I attuch you to my person, and you shall
be lodged in this palace.”

# And if in conformity with the intention
which is attributed to him,Ivan Qgareff should
present himself before your highness under a
fulse name "

t« We would unmask him, thanks to you
who knows hiw, and by my order he shonld
die under the knout. Go.”

Ivan Oparedf gave the military salote to the
graud duke, uot forgetting that he was captain
in the corps of the couriers of the czar, and he
withdrew.

Ivan QOgareff had just now played, with suc-
cess, his base rele. The grand duke’s coufi-
dence bad been accorded him full aud entire.
Hu could abuse it when and where he thought
proper. He would ¢veu live 1n that palace;
he would kpow all the Secrots of the de-
fense,

He held, therefore, to begin the work with-
out more delay.

Ivan Ogureff, having every facility for see-
ing, and acting, spent the next day in visiting
the fortificatious. KEverywhere he wnas re-
eeived with congratulations by the officers,
soldiers, and citizens. This courier of the czar,
wag like atie which bound them to the em-
pire. Ivan Ogareff therofore recounted to
them all the details of his journey. And this
with a vivacity that wag never waating. Then
adroitly, without at first inwsistivg on it too
much, he spoke of the gravity of the situation,
exaygerating as he had done while addressing
the grand duke, botl the successes of the Tar-
tars,and the forces at their disposal. To listen
to him,the succor wouid be insufficient, sheould
it even come, and it was to be feared that a
battle fought under the walls of Irkutse would
be ag disadtrous as the battles of Kolyvan, of
Tomsk, aod of Krasnoiarak. .

Ivan Oparefl was not at first lavish in there
sinister insinuations. He took care they should
penetrate by degrees into the minds of the
defenders of Irkutsk. He seemeod to answer
ounly when a great many questions were put to
bim, and then ns though with regret. Inany
case, he added alwsys that it must defend it-,
gelf to the last mun, und they must blow it up
rather than surrender it! ) ’

~'1f the defunders of Irkutsk could have been
discouraged, Ivan Ogareflf had chosen an effi-
cient menns. But the garriron and populativn
of Irkutvk were too patriotioto allow them-
‘selves to be frightened. Of those soldiers, ot
those citizend, shut up in an isolated town at
the farthest end of the Asiatic world, not one
had dreamed of speaking of capitulation. The
disdain of Russiz for those' barbarians was
withont limit :

Iu any case, noone for a moment suspected
the hateful role which Ivan Ogareff was play-
ing ; no one could huve imagined that the pre-
tended courier of .the czar was nothing else
tban a traitor,

# A battle 7"

TO BE CONTINGED.

The grand duke became calm, and, by a sign.

RETURIED FAOM THE GRANE

with a foree-of a-hundied and fifty. thousand |
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. In a somewhat wild part ot the coast of Eng.

Iand, at least a hundred and fifty miles distant

from the metropolis, is situated a small town,

or village, called Danesheld. The laud op

.either side -it rises above and overlooks the
gea, higher in some spots than in others, and.

.{ the descent of the rocks is in places perpen..

dicular. Thers are parts, however, where they
slope so gradually, that a sure foot may descend
casily, and in these the hard nature of the
rock appears to have softened with time, for
grass grows upon the sides, and even wij
flowers. In ancient times it wusa settiemen;
of the Daues, and there is no doubt that tye
name, now corrupted inte Danesheld, was.
formerly written Danes’ Hold. Outside the
villuge, toward the east, a colony of straggling
buts and cottages is built not clusetothe edge.
of the heights, but some little distance from
them ; beyond, may be eeen some scattered
mansions ; and again, beyond, these, rise the
stately walls of Dane Custly, the castle and
the village being about a mile apart. The
castleisa lezz but not high building, its red
bricks dark with nge; a turret rises at either
end, and a high aquure turret ascends over the
gateway in the middiy, from which latter tur-
ret o flag may be scen waving, whenever the
castle’s chief, Lord Dane, 15 gojourning at it.

The castle fuces the sea, being about a quar-
ter of » mile distant from it, and the grass-
land stretches out smooth and broad and flat
between it and the edge of the heights. The
high-road from the village winds up past the
castle gates, and behind it is an inclosed gar-
den. A little further op,and almost close to
the brow of the heights, are the ruins of what
was the chapel in the days of the monks;
its walls stand yet, and its casements,
from which the glass has long since
gone, are sheltered around the cluster-
ingivy; traces of its altar, and of once-
1pscribed gravestones may &till be seen iu-
side,but no roof is thereand it is open alike to
the calm sky and the stormy one. A picturesgue
sight does that old ruin present to the eye of
‘the slanting beams of the setting sun, or ir
the pale, weird beauty of ‘a moonlight night.

‘On the other side of the winding road, op.
posite the castle, might be seen all the sigus.
of husbandry, ploughed ficlds, grass-lands.
with heroand there a farm bouse, surrounded
by its substantinl ricks and barns. And one
sunshiny day in spring, perched upon a gate
leading toa clover-field, and doiag somethiyg
to a fishing rod, was a young man in the care-
lexs attire favored by countiy gentlemen. He
looked about eight-and-twunty, was tall and
slender ; his features were thin auvd sharp,and
hia eyea dark, but they bad not a very open
expression. His velveteen sporting coat was
thrown back from his shoulders, tor the day
was really warm. Hearipe footsteps, he lifted
his eyes, and saw approaching, from the
direction of the village, a middle.aged man,
who wore the dress of a gentleman sailor,
The 'atter lifted his glazed hat from bis head
as he neared the gate, but whether in courtesy,
or whether merely to wipe his brow, which he
proceeded to do, was uncertain.

4 Is that Dane Castle ?” asked the stranger.

“Yes."”

# ] thought it must be,” was the comment
of the sailor, spoken in an undertone. & Per-
haps you bave no objection to tell me a little
of the present history of its inmates,” he cun-
tinued ; “ [ made acquaintance with one of
the rons abroad.”

« With all tho pleasure in life,” carelessfy
replied the young gentleman, still intent upon
hix fishivg-rod. ¥ The tamily are at the cas-
tle now, Lord and Lady Dane, and one of the
sons, Lord Dane more helpless than ever.”

« Lord Dane helpless [”

« He fell from his horse Iast autuwan, huns-
ing, nnd the spine wus injured, paralysis of
the spine, I believe, they call it.  The cffectis,
that the entire use of his lower limbx has Juft
bim, and he i8 neatly as helpless us a baby.”

The sailor looked at him.

# No power in his legs, T suppose "

ttNone. Lady Dane retains power in hers,
though, and in her tongus, too,” said the
young gentleman, breakiog inte a whistle.
«She rules the romst, now the baron's hid

n

« Which of the sons is at heme ?”

T'ne younger one, the captain, The heir
is in Paris. He is a fast map, and o Parisian
tlife suits him.”

« There was a young lady at the castle. 1
forget her name—"

« Adelaide Errol. A wild Scotch girl. I
dare say you may have heard, for that is
what she is rtyled nere by the gossips.”

« I have heard her called an angel,” re-
turned the sailor, with an imperturbable
couutenance ; % nothing less landatory.”

The other lifted his eyes from the fiehing-
rod and fixed them on his face. )

%'T'hen, if you have heard that, T'1t wager it
was from no other than Harry Dune.”

u From William Daue.”

« William Henry ; it's all one; we dub hiny
Harry here, The old peer is fond of the
name of Hurry, and rarely called his eon any-
thing else. Geoffry is the name of the eldest.”

#« [ koow. Is William to mary Adelnide
Errol 7’

‘The young gentleman raised his eyebrows.

# People profess to vay go. The captain,
gallant son of Mars though he is, has sivged
his wings in the brightness of her fascing~
tions. He—"' i

« [ wish you'd talk plain English, sir
tentily interrnpted the stranger.

The otber accorded bim a prolonged stare:

“ Why what else am I talking ? Dutch?

«Rhupsody—and I don't uuderstand it. 1
Captain Dane to marry the youang Indy, or 18
be not 7"

‘What & very unreasonable person you
seem to be!” was the equable rejoinder.
« Don't Itell you that it is said he will? He
insou after her if you understand the French
term 1in allits force ; worships the very ground
she treads on, If that's not English, I don't’
know what is.” ‘

« Apd she 7
 The youog man shrugged his shoulders.

i Theres no answering for women. Per-"}
baps she returne ‘his love ; perhaps she does
not. My lady impresses on her the fuct that
the Honorable William Henry Dane is 1o

.bud match for a portionless damsel.”

- % Cuptain Dane is rich "

#{ wish I werea tithe as rich. Some ar-
rongement exists in the Daune family by
which the younger' sdns step into their for-
tune when they become of age, and the cap-
tain took possession of his; fifty thousan
pounds.” - C

# A large portion,” remarked the sailor.

Ity mot -to be snewzed at. But he com-
prised all the younger children in himselfy
remember; sons and danghters too, Had'
there been ten; the fifty thousand wonld have
been divided among them. His uncle, Wil
liam Henry, whom he was named after, left
him his fortune also, for he had never mar
rted; and that was at least -fifty thousand

more. It is thought; too, that the gallant




