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that tho revelation thus made is the final
revelation of God to man, The writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews teachos us that * God
spuke unto the fathersin many portions,” never
atone time communicuting to them the whole
truth, but revealing it in parts, as they were
able to bear it. The samo authority declares
that God *“spake to the fathers in many
fashions,” somelimes in dreams and visions of
the night., while at other times the Word of Gad
¢nme to the Prophet with such distinctness
that he could preface his message with the
gacramental words, ¢ Thus saith the Lord ”;
and while the Catholic symbol of the Faith de-
declares that the Holy Ghost ** spake through
the Prophets,” the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews says that “ God spake unto the futhers
in the Prophets,”

Hence, the minute and reverent study of the
Divine Word must always be necessary, and
will always be profituble. The time will nevor
come when men will not be obliged to combine
the separato portions of God's Word, to study
the fashions in which they were given, and to
contider the operation of the Holy Ghost both
in and through tho sacred writers. And the
time will never come when the honesrt student
of God’s Word will not require and will not
welcome evory critical applianco which the Pro-
vidence of God muy furnish, to east a now light
upon the sacred page.

It would be fuithless to think that the Chris-
tian religion has anything to fear from the
critical study of the IIoly Scripturcs, ‘¢ The
Church of the present and of the coming day is
bringing her sheaves home with her from the
once taithlessly dreaded barvoests of eriticism.”
We devoutly thank God for the light and truth
which have come to us, through the earnest
labors of devout critica ol thesacred text, What
wo deprecate and rebulko is the irreverent rash-
ness and unscientific mothod of many professed
critics, and the presumptuous superciliousness
with which they vaunt erroncous theories of Lhe
day ar established Teeults of criticism. From
this fault professedly Christian eritics are un-
fortunately not always exempt ; and by Chris.
tian crities we mean those who, both by theory
and practice, recognizo tho inspiration of God
as the controlling element of Holy Scriplure.

The same Spirit who'* in time past sapake to
the fathers by the Prophets,” still speaks to us
in the sacred page. Ho who heeds what God
has thus reveuled will be made * wise unto
salvation.,” To him who heeds it, not, though
hobe the greatest of all erities, tho Seripture
is a sealed book, The true corrective of
the unrest of our day will be found in thede
vout use of the Holy Seriptures. (f any man
will seurch them as our Lord commanded, they

will testify of Mim., If any man will study .

them * for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instraction in righteousness,” he will not be
disappointed ; whatever may bo the value of
critical stuly, und however thankful we may be
for the fact Luai no discovery of modern research,
pitively ascortained, is of a character to un-
sottle a Christian’s faith in any particular, we
must remember that the chief duty of every
student, and especially of every teacher, is to
learn what the Scripture says and whatit means,
80 thav he may be able faithfully to open the
same Seriplure to the help and healing of sin-
ful men. Any instruction or any study which
mukes auy part of the Bible less authorictative
than it really is, which weakens faith in its In-
spiration, which tends to eliminate Christ from
the utlerances of the Prophets,or which Jeads a

man {o think of miracles with a half-suppressed

skepticiam, is a peraicious instraction and a
pernicious study, A groaut dunger may beset
the flock of Cbrist, not merely from fulse teach-
ing, but through injudicious and ill-timed teach-
ing, the effect of which is not to settle and con-
firm, but to undermine and weaken faith. This
danger exists, and, unless it shall be conscien-

tiously avoided by every teacher of the Chureh,
the coming gencrations may live to see *‘a famine
in the land, not fumine of bread, nor a thirst

_for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.”

The Inspiration of the Holy Seriptuves is a
postulate of faith, not a corollary of criticism.
1t cannol lawlully be questioned by any Chris-
tign man, and least ot'all by men who have
soaled thoir conviction of the certainty of the
Fsith with the solemn vows of Ordination,
Outside of the domain of faith, thero may be
undetermined questions touching matters which,
to some minds, may eem to be almost cssential
to the integrity of the Cbhristian schome, but
which cannot be necessary to salvaiion. In
this border land,thinking minds will appreciale,
and roverently and ¢onsciontiously use the free-
dum which is accorded to them ; but they will
not carry their liberty over into the roalm of
adjudicated truth, Their obligations to God, as
men and as priests, bind them in a holy and
blessed servitude to the truth ; and a conscious-
ness of their own honest loyalty is essential to
their self-respect,

Under the instruction of their Divine Master,
the first ambassadors of Christ know how fruit-
less even a high degree of evangelic activity
must be without unflinching loyslty to & body
of Doctrino once for all delivered and recoived.
In the ages all alony, since tho tirat Council was
held in Jerusalem, the safoty and honor of the
Church bave been endangered as much vy the
inroads of disbelief in rovelation, and by~ lax
constructons of creeds and oaths of allegiunco,
as by the idolatry of the Eust, or tho barbarizm
of the West.

Not less plain is this condition, and not less
sharp is the test of obedience, in this Jand and
at this time, in the matter of the Church's
formularies of worship, Seductions to lawless-
ness abounding in a civilization showy rather
than strong, in communitios of euger enterprise,
intellectual pride, sociul agitation, and vast
material opportunities, luy upon the Church a
solemn obligaiion to abide steadfustly in the
unchangiog principles of her commixsion and
her contessious, and in the dignity and simpli-
city of her acknowledged offices and standards ;
not forgetting that spiritual life must decuwy,
not only when pledges are empticd of their
meaning, but when formularies are maimed of
their integrity. No specious plea of progress,
liberty, independence, or comprchension, can
weaken in the least the constraming obligation
of a covenant of conformity. A heresy which
would seek at the altur protection from the
penalty of a violated vow, forfeits the ro-pact
and tenderness due to honestdoubt. We there-
fore earnestly entreat you, doar Brethren of the
Clergy, that you ‘stand fust in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made you free,” that you
“declare the whole counzel of God,” as this
Church hath received the sume, that you exer-
cise discipline without fear, ‘not handling the
Word of Gtod deceilfally,’ * holding the mystory
of the [aith in a pure conscience,” and ‘ by
manifestation of the truth commend-ng your-
selves to every man's conscience in the sight of
God.'

So exhorting you, dearly beloved in the Liord,
and beseeching the Father of mercies to *stab-
lish, strengthen, and settlo ’ you und the flucks
intrusted to our care, we ¢ comuend you to Gud,
and to the Word of His grace, which i3 able to
build you up, and to give you an inheriwunce
among all of them which are sanctified.’

Some wealthy Australians having built a
church by large contributioas, piro,osed to
Bishop Selwyn that pews should be alloited se-
cording to the amount given., The Biskop ap-
poured to consent, and then asked how Lhe
largest donors were to ve determined, since the
widow with her mite wassaid to huve given
more than all,

FECCLESIASTICAL NOTES,

Tur Archbishop ot Canterbury's motto for

his Diocese for the prasent year is ** Cleanse and
Defond,”

A new Scotch Episcopal Church, opened at
Piershill, Edinburgh,was originally a Wosleyan
chapel. alterations having been made for the
worship of the Charch,

A Windsor (Eng.) correspendent hears that
Mr, Vernon Staley's The Catholic Reliyion,
which has had =0 large a rale, has been placed
on the lndex Expurgaiorius at the Vatican—

“ somewhero in the sumo vicinity as M. Zola's
Lourdes.”

Tur Archbishop of York, it is staled, has
compieled bis task of visiting all the six hun-
dred puarishes in his diocese, the visitation hav-
ing occupied threo yours, Many of the parishes
bud not previously been visited by a Prelate
within living memory.

Tue Rev. . A P. Shivreff, lute Principal of
St. Jubhn’s Divinity Schonl, Luahore, appointed
to the Rectlory of St. Dunstan in the Luast, Lon-
don, is a well-known Urdu and Persian scholur,
and will be of great service to the C.M.S. with

respect to commentaries and versious of the
Bible,

At Westminster Abbey the organ has recent-
ly been renovated and enlarged, and it is now
again being u-ed for Divine service, The present
organ was originally built by Schreider and
Jordan in 1730, and it has since been frequently
overhanled, particularly in 1843 and 1868. Ten
years ago it was practically rebuilt.

Rev, Alexander Roberts, of Venice, writes :
‘In this land of Italy where, as lute as 1851,
Italinns, and English visitors (oo, were im-
prisoned for reading the Bible, the annual cir-
culation of the Bible now exceeds that of any
other book, and it is tuking its rightful plicein
the literature of the country as the Buok of
books,

A Roman Catholic layman wrotoe recently in
the Wesiminster Gazette that, as a whole, in the
United Kingdom the number of Roman Catho-

lies has fullen off gbout & million and a half
within lifty years. Ile says that in 1841 the
Roman Catholics constituted 26 per cent. of the
population, but in 1891 they hud dropped to 16
por cent, This evidonco of a decline in numbers
has surprised many Roman Cartholies.

Uni Er the will of Mr., Robert Pringle Stuart,
Tunbridge Wells, £3,000 is to be paid (on the
death of life-renters) to the trustees of the Pusey
Memorial Fund, to be held by them upun trust
for the promotion of the study of Cutholic theo-
logy und the inculeation of doctrine as set forth
in the liLurgies of the primitive Church, as well
as the study of the ancient Fathers. For simi-
lar objects, and also for the promotion of the
study of Keble's writings, £3,000 is left to
Keoble College, Oxford, to which also the ulti-
mato residue of the testators property will
como,

Tue Church Temperance Society, of New
York city, arranged, at comsiderable cout,
to secure social stalistics of cortain contres

there. Some $2,000 have beon exponded in the
wurk; regulur census-tukers have bsen em-
ployed. The resultin the first district examined
(that around St. Augustine’s chupel of Trinity



