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Canada, although he says little, in addition to what is
given in the Aots, there is one observable fact.
Our Nova Scotian brethren are unmercifully cut up,
because they unfortunately happened to reside ata
way-station on the road to his apotheosis in the
United States, Z7/ere his charactenstic impatience
got the better of his generosity. When, however,

e had been thoroughly surfeited with the hospitahty
he came to enjoy, Toronto, Kin- .4 and Montreal
are treated as very endurable cities of refuge. Itis
true that Toronto, five years after the rebellion, was
found to be *‘wild, rabid,” and even *‘appalling”
inits toryism ; sull Canadian kindness was an agree-
able relief after the overwhelming attentions which
bored him across the line.

Here, the first volume terminates. Its readers
will, we think, readily recognize at once the strength
and the weaknesses of Charles Dickens. Bothlie upon
the surface—sometimes exciting sympathy, some-
times regret ; but never repelling or offending us.
With all his faults—or, more properly, perhaps,
because of his faults—we all love him and his works,
His pathos may sometimes seem too laboured and
finely drawn; his views, political and economic,
none of the soundest; but as a humorist, we be-
lieve he will attain to literary immortality. When
Mr. Forster's interesting biography is further ad-
vanced, we may take the opportunity of offering a
general estimate of Dickens’ claims as an author;
meanwhile, we need scarcely commend the first
volume to the notice of our readers as a well-written,
judicious and thoroughly affectionate record of the
early years of our best contemporary humonst. It
is only just to add that the Amencan edition, isrued
by Messrs. Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, 1s
not a piracy, but the result of an arrangement,
profitable to the author and honourable to the Amen-
can publishers.

ROUGHING IT IN THE BUSH ; or Forest Life in
Canada. By Susanna Moodie.
ed Ldition. Toronto : Hunter, Rose & Co.

A generation has passed away since Mrs. Moodie
first gave to the world this interesting narrative of
her experience inthe back-woods. At that time, the
work appears to have attracted httle attention mn

Canada,andthat httle chiefly assumed the form of cap- |

tious and ungenerouscriticism. The bulk of the popu-
lation werethen hiving the hfe 2nd practically reahz-
ing the hardships the author so graphically depicted.
No description, therefore, however vivid, would im-
press them, except as an imperfect reflection of the
toils and struggles of every-day hfe. The humorous
side of pioncer labour, which Mrs. Moodie success-
fully brought out, would scarcely stnke the early
settler ; or, if it did, the playful vein of the author
might, in“all probability, jar oftensively upon him,
in his serious and eamest moods. Moreover, the
book was avowedly a story of failure, and the colon-
ists, with characteristic sensitiveness, were not will-
ing that such a story should go forth to the emi-
grating cless at home. In this edition Mrs. Moodie
devotes a portion of the introductory chapter to an
explanation and defence of her motives 1 wnting
and pubhshing the work :

‘* In 1830 the tide of emigration flowed westward,
and Canada became the great land-mark for therich
in hope and poor in purse.  Public newspapers and
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private letters tecemed with the almost fabulous ad-
vantages to be derived from a settlement in this
highly favoured region. Men, who had been doubt-
ful of supporting their familizs in comfort at home,
thought that they had only to Jand in Canada to
realize a fortune,  The infection became general.
Thousands and tens of thousands from the middle
ranks of British society, for the space of three or
four years, landed upon these shores. A large ma-
Jerity of these emigrants were officers of the army
and navy, with their families ; a class perfectly
unfitted, by their previous habits and standing in
society, for contendingwith the stern realities of emi-
grant life in the back-woods. A class formed
mainly from the younger scions of great families,
naturally proud, and not only accustomed to com-
mand, but to receive implicit obedience from the
people under them, are not men adapted to the hard
toil of the woodman’s life. * * *
It is not by such feeble instruments as the above that
Providence works, when it seeks to reclaim the
waste places of the earth, and make them subservi-
ent to the wants and happiness of Its creatures. The
great I'ather of the souls and bodies of men knows
the arm which wholesome labour from infancy has
made strong, the nerves that have become iron by
patient endurance, and He chooses such to send forth
into the forest to hew out the rough paths for the
advance of civilization. * ® =
{ The poor manis in his native clement ; the poor
{ gentleman totally unfitted, by his previous habits and
| education, to be a hewer of the forest and a tiller of
| the soil.  What money he brougat out with him is
| lavishly expended during the first two years, in pay-
| ing for labour to clear and fence lands, which, from
| his_ignorance of agricultural pursuits, will never
make him the least profitable return, and barely find
coarse food for his family.  Of clothing we say noth-
ing. Bare feet and rags are too common in the bush.
| Now, had the same meansand the same labour been
j employed in the cultivation of a leased farm, pur-
chased for a few hundred dollars, near a village, how
different would have been the results not only to the
settler, but it would have added greatly to the wealth
) and social improvement of the country.” It was
| to warn ‘‘ poor gentlemen ™ against foolishly tak-
i ing up grants of wild land which they could not
| reduce under cultivation, and to point out the pov-
erty and suffering which inevitably followed, that
| ** Roughing it in the Bush " was originally written.
| Having taking a false step, Mrs. Moodie related her
| expenence for the admonition of those who might be
|
|

tempted to make a similar mistake. It was no part
of her design to deter the able-bodied agriculturist
| trom setthng on Canadian soil ; she only sought to
| undeceive those who fancied that bush-farming was
adiversion, in which any one might comfortably and
profitablyinduige. Forty years’ residence in Cana-
| Ja epables the author to give ample testimony
| regarding the substantial progress of the country,
| matenal, intellectual and social. ~ With the growth
{ of Ontario, has grown likewise her affection for it.
| To quote her own words :—*“My love for the
| country has steadily increased from year to year,
| and my attachment to Canada is now so strong,
{ that I cannot imagine any inducement, short of
absolute necessity, which could induce me to leave
| the colony, where, asa wife and mother, some of the
| happiest years of my hfe have been spent.”
{ ltis not our intention to follow our author and



