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MY FRIENDS STORY.

(conCLUDED).

When the train stopped at our destination and we stepped out on the
platform a connon was discharged, and Madam Saith for r moment thought
ofwar. Isald:

“ 1t is in Captain Smith’s honor—san American cuas‘om.”

Four sober men in sobsr black conducted us to a close back {a waitiog.
We ¢at down inside, and the depot committee stowsd themselves away, two
on the seat with the driver and two on the boot behind. Then the village
bind formed in front, sod weatarted. Ah ! my fellow-countrymen, it was
ridiculous, no doubt, but it was so Americau after our long absencs that I
wanted to get out of the hack, kick in the sise drum, and batter your brass
horas into stovepipe in pure enthusiasm. With mioute guos from the can-
non as a signal of our distress, and the band playiog “ Sweet Li tle Batter
cup,” we arrivzd in froot of the hotel. There a receptisn committee of six
awaited us. No word of enthus'asm, po embraces, no lsughter; it was
busipess. The reception committee led the way two abreast into the village
hall, or opera house, which was 2 portion of the hatel.  Down the aisle we
tramped, with the band playiog ahead of us. We were placed on the stage
in a conspicuous place, and as I looked at Madam Sxith I could see that
she commenced to appreciate the fua of the thing. When we were all
seated a grave man {o 8 grave voice nominated a president. Then a secre-
tary wss nomioated. Then I almast expzcted the minu'es of the previous
mectiog to be read, but ins:oad the presid:nt drew out a formidable looking
paper, fixed Lis glasses and commanced to read a recep ion speech. * Tnere
had gone oat from us a youth, etc., and on btoody fie!ds bad won renown
for the place of his birih,” etc, etc.  *Oa the teoted fizld he had climbsd
step by step, but s ill he remembered the hills and valleys of his npative
land.. Wealth had come to him, and io the generous aff:ction natural to
1uch a man he bad remembered Sinclairville. Not in paltry hundreds or
thoussnds—but a millioo !  Acting as mouthpiece for this people, he would
thank that mao,” etc., ete.

Now, accordiog to the etigquette of American receptions, Napoleon
Smith shou!d have responded. Madam Smith looked troubled. I asked
Napoleon to stand up. He rose, and his mogoificent form charmed the
audience. Isaid:

“ My fellow-citizens. We appreciate this honor. You see bsfore you
Napoleon Smith and his wife. Nepoleon Smith bears oo his breast the
badges showiog his valor on mapy fizlds, but be also bsars a wound that you
canpot see which incapacitites him from expressing his love and aff:ction
here. You will belicve me when I tell you that the evidence of his love of
couolry aogd his love of his fellows is seen aod proveo by the silence com-
pelled by his very wound.” A tall Yankee in the bick of the room arose
and said, in a tremulous voice :

 Mr. President, I move that this 'cre crowd gives Captain Napoleon
Smith three cheers.”

It was the only spontaneous thing in the whole programms.  Well, what
checrs they were ! The house shook.

* Then the tall, grave man said sgaia:

 Mr. President, I propass that thi; ’ere crowd gives the captain’s wife
three cheess and a “ tiger I'”

‘The madam’s eyes flith:d with admiration es I turned to her and said :

It is rough and uncouth, bat God bles; the Amsricsn cheer and
“liger I' It comes pretty near belng original with us.”

Then the band played while w2 marched down to a banquet spread
below. While enjoyiog the bacqaet Iturned to the Presideat and asked
whit disposition had been made of the million dollars.

“ Well,” said he, * it sin’t been disposed of. The Captain was nnwise
in leaving it to us 1o decide what to do withit. You sce, a meeting was
called and views fteely expressed as to how it would build up the place best.
The Baptists suggested a Baptist college and the Methodist wanted 2 Wes-
leyan seminary. This opened tke way for the Congregationalists, and they
proposed 1o build 2 preparatory school for divinity students. Hardacss
grew out of it, aod Eider Gzorge Migley shook his fist in Yarson Ackerley's
face, and b'gosh he hit him biff in the eye! While they were fightin’in the
hall tbe Methodists and Baptists tried to git s snap vore ‘o divids the money
snd build two schools, bat the crovd got back before the vote was took and
busted up the prej:ct. The young fellows run outand gotina big crowd and
posed to lay out a mile trotting course with n grand stiod and clevated
scats, to build up the towp.  So it went. S:veral proposed a street rail-
trosd, but there was oo place for itto come {rom or go to, and it dropped.
Well, in less than 2 week the chasches were divided, and all had cveniog
meetings at ooce, aod sort of divided the ioterest, so that the preachers
didn't git enough at their dovations o pay for the tickets. Everybady chose
sides, and a pew :otel was run up to catch the overflow, as it were, from the
old taverp. I ain't no idea the captain’s money will ever bs called for,
because the people won't ever unite on a suitable way to cxpead it.  Why,
bless you, one man wanicd to build an orphan asylom, when there sin't
ten orphans in the town ; and when we oxpostulated with him be said 1t
would draw in orphans from other towns and we could build up an orphan
industry. Another man wanted to bore for nataral gas,-aed start moufac-
turing, to keep our young prople from drifiiog into the city, and so i: weat
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uatil everybady neglected basiness and wasted tiree to settle whit we woutd
do with that million of money. Of course, the Captain meant well, but his
gift is liable to ruin the town or fit the people to go into a lunatic asylum
and then take the money and build the asylum. If he had given us two
million we would all had to move out and leave the towo."”

“ Well,” said I, * I had never thought of the difficulty in expending the
money in a satisfactory manoer to all, It isquite a problem. How is the
village supplied with ware: "

“ Wells and cisterns,” said the Presidant.

“Iw would a system of waterworks stiike you? An aqueduct, a
resevoir in the park, pipes on every strest, aod the ioterest of a poruon
of the manoy 0 keep a'l jn repair, with trastees t) manage the funds 2"

“ 13 ggest ilea out!” ¢13id he. ‘¢ Make a suggestion of that as com-
ing from ths Ciptain anl it will go, muk my word!” Aod I may
a3 well say here that it did go, and oo a tablet on the reservoir the Ciptsia's
name appears to-day—-his b.s} minument.

Well, the binqu:t cam: to an.ead at last, and we rotirsd, woary but

sprv. 1 purchased a beautiful little cottage in Sinclairville avd instalied
the Captain and his wife io it. Whnat halcyon days awaited them after their
l.ng struggle with adverse fate! Napol:on waudered dreamily along the
trout streams whare he played as a bay. IHiud-in-hand the baautitul couple
wandered along forest paths outsids the village. Qa the broad piazzi of the
cottage all that lovely symmsr, on sucoy diys, they might bs seen at their
tasks as teacher and pupil. Loviog meo spoke kindly words to the hand-
soms wouod=d veteran, and L+Noir waz to> happy to ba silent. Trills of
exquisite soog floated out on the s'rzet and arrested the attontion of passers-
by. Smih bimnself had resched a secynd boyhood when I left them in
tho autuma. Was memary ever coming bick? N> oae mightaay, bat he
stood now for bours and dreamed as he looksd at his native hills, What
did it mean when he s'opped suddenly at the call of a robin and pat his
haod to his head? Hid she wakened an echo ia his heart? N> matter,
they were happy—hippy as wo dream that aogels are.  They were as guile-
less children, and when I left them I whispered a blessing o2 the Providenc:
that had thrown this loving woman across the life-history of my friend.

CHATTER XXIII,

You will remsmbar the opening of the Cantenial Exposition at Phila-
delphia on the anniversity of our Daclsration of Independencs, July 4,
1776. On Jaly 4, 1876, all the nations of the carth were invitod to visit ua
and caingratulate us, not oaly on the existence of the Rspublic throuzh a
ceotury, but to sympath’ze with usin our just prids in the growth aad
advancement made ia that tims. Ouar two millions had swelled to forty
millisns of inhabitants, through immligration and nstural growth. We had
only ton years before emerged from a war almast upparalled ia proportions
aopd expense. la that war we had stood alone. Not an ally on the face of
the earth. Not a dollar or 2 min cams to our assistanca. Ia the eyes of
the world we were on trial. Taoe experimsnt of popular government was
bsing put to the severest test, and m=n coolly wstched what migit bz our
death-agony. It was 2g1in the Pharisees at the cross: ¢ Lzt bz ; let us see
if Elias will come to help him* And the Centeniat was a jayful resurrec-
tion after the pangs of po'isical death. Who shall say thatit was vanity
when we kad brass binds and boowiag of caonon. Gratitude to God can
go up in one wmwaoper of voice as weli as another, and 2 deal of ours went
up ia blaring trumpets and on wings of powder-amoke in the goodly year
of 1876. Then i was, too, that the world stood in wonder as it saw a
nation that had just retricved from the fizld an army of two millions of
mep, that had jest turned loose from prisons and hospials a ba'f million
moare, and had buried io four years six huadred thousand of tho fairest and
bravest of her syns—:bzn.it wis, I say, thit the world toak:d o1 and saw
us calmly return to spscic paymeats. At the gites of th: Expisidon
grounds were baxes, and ioto these dropped a silver siream from morning
until night. Hers and there a youth stoppsd and took from his packet s
coia of gold or silver aud gazsd at it cutiously. For fifteen years the rastle
of paper was heard io the marts of trade, and that youth had grown to
manhood without handling a coin of gid. At the mint the revolving
wheels were grinding out a stream of twinkling gold snd silver coins, for
undernzath in the great vaglts were the vast iressures of another ceotury
loaned to the government by Napolson Smith. Ah!therc is a romn:nce io
bistury that only the few ever read.  You will not remembear at ths opening
cormonies on July 4°h secing a strong, handsoms min staoding besids G:n-
eral Grant, who formilly opened the E<position. No: will you recall the
fict, 80 nnusual, that on that platform sat a womian—a womin of startling
and majestic beanty—who leaned forward ¢ hold the hand of the handsom:
veteran that stood baside G:nersl Grant. You will koow now who they
were, and how much the prospenty of a great people depeaded upon what
Napolcon Smith once calied ** only an1dea.”” Cradit was restored. Trad:
was quickeoed, maoufecturiog took a new impatus, and the biried traasare
was scattered where its every coin was a2 benedic.ion.

Caiptsin Saith and his lovely bads were now instalied ia one of those
magoificent villas along the Mludson which lend s fairg beauty to the Amsii-
can Rbige. Sarvaots moved deltly to and fro acrass th: veleety lawas or
in and out of the coaservatories of flawsrs, Th= Ciplain eatertained oaly
a fow friends. e wouald sit for hours looking down on the white sails of
the coasters, or the great masecs of boats driftiog by, impelled by the puff-
iog steamer.  QOaly for a time wouid he sit'alone ; then he would turn and
call, ¢ Magdalcoe 1’ and the sweeping of rich skirts would fall on the car,
aud she would bend above him and print a kiss on his smooth brow, foras
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