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llow oiten have we feit that 'we have failed in the objeot of aur visit,
because aur people woiild not talk with us upon what was experimental.
They may bave listened ta us respectfully, but they have been dunib in re-
gard ta wbat abave ail things we wanted to, hear them, speak. W. bave
failed ta elicit any information in regard to the state of their feelings. In
view of this reticence, some 'have proposed that wie approach themn by a
circuitous path, Ieading theni out in conversation upon secular topios and
gradually drawing thema inta religious canversation, affirring that in tuis way
we are much more likely ta succeed, and rnuch less apt ta affend. The'
experience af otber niinisters is, that they have succeeded much the bcst
when tlîey have gone directly at the subject of persanal religion. Here we
can lay down no invariable ruie. Wbatever aur own experience bas proved
to be the best and most successful xnethod for us ta adopt, w. are at liberty
te pursue. Probably the,. less direct niethod inay be the most expedient' in
approacbing individuals ta whom, wè are comparative strangers ; but to
ordinary hearers ia aur own congregation, who put themselves under aur
pastoral care, and who Jiave confidence in our christian character and persorial
regard for their welfare, 'we would flot usually fear giving offence by more
direct, plain and affectionate deàling with them ia things pertaining ta their
salvation. We freely confess that when we have commenced canversing on
secular subjects, w. bave seldom been able ta maihe the transition ta the
spiritual, and that we bave been most successful wbcn, with fcwcst'prel*-
naries, and not fearing ta, offend, and 'with as niuch as possible of the suaviter
in viodo, we have dwelt plainly witb our people ini the matter of personal
religion.

The subject we have thus imperfectly treated is an important one. Let it
b. aur hi-hest ambition ta becorne good ministers af Jesus Christ, riglîty
dividing the word af truth. Our conversational talent may b. small, but fur
that reason ]et us not bury it, but cultivate it. It la capable of vast improve-
ment and will certainly be mast remunerative ia spiritual results. The
prospcrity of aur churches in this Union will very much depend upon thc
attention paid ta tfis part af niinisterial work. In average preacbing talent
aur ministers are ccrtainl'y inferiar ta those af no otherbody in these pro-
vinces; yet we have no men of world-wide fame, who, like some of our
honoured brethren in England and the United States, cau draw crowds
arouad thein by the. mere force of their eloquence. We mnust tberefore
cmploy the less ostentatious and speedy, but not le.çs successful inetbods
whieh God bas ever honoured for the building up of lus cause. Me miust
be content ta, work ta a large extent unseen, unheard, unpraised. But sure
and stable will be the results, and blessed the reward.

We conclude by a quotation in point from a distinguished living essayist:
"6By the converion af the. individual the. warld will b. regenerated, and inot

otherwise. This does flot make the. church in its visible forme and appointmentl
of alight importance, but it points out its grand duty, that of converting men, and
shows the. çanity af looking for a substituts for personal godlincas in an'y mechan-
im or apparatus.

«'Tii. difficulty here presented i. stupendaus, but it is precisely thie one whicli
muet b. met. Easy vere it ta, renew mankind and change the. face af the. vorld,
if it could b. dons in a public way, by the. deviuing ai eame Inagnificent and
palitie echeme af gaveiment; then indeed might the corner atone* of the. new
world b. brouglit out -;ith, haste, and indeed 'with shouting, for should nut we
have found it ?
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