516

doing, splendid work for the Canadian public generally and the
property owners of this country in purticular. It los ina gur-
ated & system that takeas cogni. ance of everything that apper.
tmus to or affects fire insurance.  Fire appliances, fire insur-
ance nites, applicable to ordinacy and extraonlinary hazards,
aml the ever changing conditions of manufactunng, mechani

cal nud commercial operationa, the introduction aul use of
clectricity, incendiarist, insurance legisfation, and so ou, al!
come under the supervision of their respective  committees,
Tt maintainy an expensive staff of well qualitied inspectors and
officinls, whove duties, while directly exercised fur the Associn-
tion, are incidentally a great benefit to the public, who through
them are taught how to improve their propertics to lessen rates
and Jesscu the nsk of fire.  In the application of its methods it
may not be perfection, but it s never “unfair” to the publie,
aud any real gricvance or misunderstanding is sure of sectifica

tion, if application be made to either of its sceretaries.  Perhaps
these fucts are not as generally known ns they might be, which
iy apology for refermng to them here. 1 am advised that
shie Waterous Fire Engine 1 on 1tv way to Toronto. and will, in
aday or two be submutted to a final trial before 1its giving over
to thecity. We all hope it is here * for keeps " now.

Tea fire alarms in twenty-four hours, with one §5,000 loss
and several small ones, remind us that there are yet great
possibilitics in the way of another conflagration, It is hinted
that incendiarisim s at the boltom of one or two of the Sumlay
firck. In this conncction it is satisfactory to Jearn that the
Banrd of Works have uccepted the recommendation of Eugineer
Reating to construct a 24 inch water main on Front strect
from Nimcoe to Church. The chief representatives of Fire
Incurance Companies are expected to report for duty at the
“ Clifton House,” Niugar: Falls, to-morrow. There will be bt
fow matlers of grave importance rabmitted to the meeting,
outside of what may be ealled routine work.  Lumber rates are
hikely to be increased for ove thing, and the fire insurauce mtes
ou vessel properties will be reconsidered. 1 hope to be able to
repert to you further after the mecting.

I have not heard that the ity of Taronto has either aceepted
the Compauics’ offer for ~cttletnent of the ftire loss incurred iu
Angust last by the burning of the Fxhibition stables, gor have 1
lieard that, as threatened, they hive entered suit for recovery
of the whole lass ax clatned.

As time goes on s becomng more and more apparent to
thoughtful underwrters that the day bas come when specific
mtings simiar to those 1 use in Quebee city should be pre-
pared for Toroute. | onvenience, cquity, and real cconomy
all call for the early preparation of specific rates.

Matters in the Toronto Board are progressing about as usual.
That 1sto say. as the end of the year approaches, there 1s the
usual aecumulation of knotty and asughty affuirs that only an
annual weeting can wipe oft or disentangle.  You sce there is
a clean slate uhways after the Annual.  Good intentions always
cotie in with the New Year. By the way, besides advancing
rates, the Toronto Board has thas year increased fines for delin-
quent members, anedl 1t has come about that there is vow no
tisdemeanor or infraction of a Board Rale that any sclfires:
pecting peutleman would care to commit that would not cost
i $250 It is also noticeable, that fines for some kinds of
offences are now cumuldive. One afternoon’s amusement,
toying with a few Mutuals and otlier uon-Boarders, which is
stactly prolnbited, hus adready cost one gentlenian €30, You
will sce therefore thst only gentlemen with assured  intcomes
can attond to uedulge 1 such peceancies,

Mr. Thumas Woad will be preatly missed this vear at the
Annual Meeting of the C-F Uo AL He iy at present roaming
m Rewme, and sdomg as the Romaus do, whatever that way be.
He hasbicen to Sialy. and viated the omginal -1 tua csmoking
alowe!l with adrop of the crathun, which, be says, hke its
matcake an Harttord, 1« a2 dotng a select fire husness at
the old stand. 1 oth, oo, have made their pale.  Vale.

Ariet.
TuRoNTOo, '3th ictober, 18t
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A store-kecper at Columbus, Ohio, mitributes his
insolveney tothe delay of the Lloyds vuderwriters to
settle with him after a fire,

Interim dividends have been declared by the
Atlas Assurance Co. five shillings per share, and the
Manchester two stllings per share.

One of the largest mortgages everexecuted is une
taken recently by the New York Life Insurance Co.
for $1,q900,000 on a building corner of Pearl and Broad-
way, New Yok, occupied by the Central National
Bank.

One more unfortunate is the United Life Insur-
anice Association of New York, which was closed up
in August last, aged 1o years. At close of 1895 it had
certificates in force for $i1,221,000, with $2,552 of
assets.

B. A Weatherley, having had his license as
agent revoked by Commissioner Fricke of Wisconsin,
brought suit to have the law declared invalid. The
Court, however, upheld the Commissioner, and dis-
missed the suit. .

Machines used in a saw mill, made after a fixed
pattern, and which are fasteneq ¢ e floor only by
bolts and screws and run by belts connected with shaft-
ing and can be removed without injury to the building
and used as well in another building, are not fixtures.
e, Jo Ao Fanch o in Rowgh Notes.

The Citizens’ Fire Insurance Co. of Columbia,
S.C,, has collapsed.  Its mottowas, “accept everything
and pay nothing.”  Its policies were offered by Mr.
Frank \W. Anthiony of Brooklyn, whose circulars solicit-
ing business have been sent to agents in Canada.  The
Secretary will be prosecuted, as not a fewothers ought
to be who have offered wild-cat insurance in Canada.

Is death from blood poisoning caused by a sore
toe due to tight tan shoes death by “external, violent
and accidental means 2 Such is the question raised
by the case of S 1. Smith agaiust the \Western Com-
mercial Travellers’ Association, the suit being for
Sz000.  According to usage inthe States, it will take
probably several years tosettle the tight tan shoe ques-
tion.

A lady mis stated her age when applying to the
Norwich Union for a policy. and this was discovered
whett the policy became aclaint. The company could
have repudiated the contract, but generally undertook
to pay what would have beendue had the correct age
been stated.  The heirs refused this, and sued for the
full amount of the policy. They lost the case, and
deservedly have to suffer for such grasping folly.

An cvent which follows another is not necessarily
the effect of the preceding one, but at times the succes-
sion of events is very suspicious of some connection be-
tween.  Immediately following Mr. Bryan’s meeting
at Woreester a building was burnt by incendiaries, loss
§55.000 to msurance companies.  Counsidering Mr.
Bryan's cendiary attacks on capitalists and insur-
ance companies, we feel disposed to connect his fiery
specches with this fire.




