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IF we mmy credit anciont tradition, 1Proorustes was a strong-
fistcd p erson inhuabiting a locality lin Greece, wlsborc lie

mnade himsol disagreable to passing travellers by the em-r-
cime of a vory peculiar sort of hospitality. Hie prinipal
picce of furaiture appears te have becîî an iron bcditead,
about large enough to accommodato a mais et avorago sizo. T.'
this lie would comisigoi those whorn ho coulil indutc te lodge
with hum, probabiy -with rnuch ot the elogant implerinusnees
et nianner that characterises the iirst-class luotel clork of
modern dayio. Prooruetes was nioro thiorougli iu bis atten-
tiens tlîan tho liotel clcr-ke are, for lie would miet only seud bis
locigers te lied, but would put theun away fe'r the niglit
.Auxiouis that each lodger siionîmi fit the bcd with exactnesei,
ho bad a fashion et chîopping off the foot et tho gue8ts whlî
wore too long for it, end, by an ingenieus process, whiich lie
may have pateiîted, but wlîielî lias ,uot be haniied down to
tliueo tinies, hoe 8trotchod eut the short oce, sc0 as te mak'-e
thern long eooîgh for a corniortable lit. WVe do net rend
whetlîor or net anybody over lodgecl with bina a second
tirne.

Strauge as it may seor, there are excellent mon of theso
latter da, who, in as certain brandi, of Chbristian cllort, follow
te some extent the examplo set thena by tlîis orusty clii
heathen. Truc, thore is ne actuat bedsteaci introduced into
the Sunday-school, but tliero is tee frequtntly an iron rogula-
tien rigidly euforced by tbst tinkling piece et harudware whicb
in the standing abomination et ev-ory speaker wbo bas uearly
doue bis speech, but wbo fearst tlîat if lie rine twe minutes
over the ailotted timo ho will ho ohîopped off, and ompohled
to cause hi& hearers te wonder what lie would have 2aid in
conclusion.

Procrustes is superinteudent et a Sunday.sciîeol. Bell in
band, ho manglos the openiog hyrnn by choppingel'ftwo et the
beat et its five verses. Does it épeil the sonse ot a beautitul
hymn ? No inatti r; it miakes the singing fit the little iron
bcd appointed for it. Ile utters his cpiening prayer in sucb a
way tluat the dosiro te ho through wi it in two minutes anid
a-hli l>y the dlock seeine tei ho uppornonst ini lus mimd, ratmer
than anything ho je asking God for. Whoeu the heur for tue
teaching of i;ho lesson expires, witbont a mernent's warning,
or a gentie prcreoitery tap et the bell, Iwnig ! ge the cruel
instrument et torture, as mucli as te say, - Thero nowv, quit
your teaching! tiuae's up !» Promnpt noss and punctuality are
invaluahie in overy departnient et tho echool, bot Proctistos
erra in overdoing tho matter.

Sornetimes we find Proerustes ofliciatiîîg as chiairman et a
conîvention. Taking tho liiot frona somoi exc(Ilent chairmea
,whe have a way of stepping the discourseofe loug-wiudeîl
nien, ho overdoos the business by putting finger on the bell
almeet as acon as the speaiker lîegins bie rernsrks ; uni, hook-
ing by turne mit his bell, bis watei, and the speaker, intimates
that the conclusion ot tlie peech is tho mca.t important part
of it, and that ho hopes tîmat the speaker will on ne aceount
tranegress, by the fraction ot a minute, the app inited hiubit.
Such ciîairmanship le enougli te omibarrase aluiîobt any speaker,
and render alinoet vaînclese a discussion whichî je carried oui
under sucli stiff regmlations. But it jes worse, wlîen tue
speech je noarly linithed tîmat je made by appointumeut. The
invited speaker, who lias ceme fronu a distance -lot us say a
th'iusand miles-mimd wlîo lias preparod himoseit exprcsely for
the suhjcct in baud, finds, on leekiug mit the progrramme, tliat
ho is expected te condence luis wisdor n jte tweiîty minutes
bY tho dlock and bell. It will go, we will suppose, into baît-
an-lueur. Hie beile it down, as ýwel1 as the litnited tirne for
additional preparation wii permit, ieaving eut bore a little,
sud thero a great doal, tilt lic thinks ho bas brought it witbin
the prezscruhed measure. He je introduced. te hie licareis in
connection with the announceunent that bis speech will con-
tinue for twenty minutes. Hie proceede. At the expiration
et ninoteen minutes and a-halt lic is in the midet et a splendid
peroration, whiciî will take about thrc minutes t., finish.
Tbe audience listen in breathiess attentinu. The inexorable
ciîairrn pute luis linger on the bell, and lookes mt hie watcb.
The speaker loeks at him, as minch as te say, "lbild ou ;
wilI ho doue in a minute or twe. ' No use. The hait minute
rapidiy goce. Tweuty mincîtes up. Chisp goes the Pro-

crustean axe. and tho speaker ani hie speech have their foot
taken offi The speakter daocs wish that mornes man of roasen-
ably geni1 menue liad been putin chargo of the meeting, aud re.
solves not ' o conte agaiti where thai inan p)rosides.

At an instituto wlîc certain exorcises arc appointed to
corne on succession, P>rocruste& is sonietinies put in charge of
tho work of getting up the programme. Tho imstituto thon
Feems to ho guîtteu up) for the benetit of the programme, rather
than atheoprorane for the instituto. rie or six speeches
are ap)jîoisitoý, to oceupy tho time wbichi sbould have beeii
Iffccupied by three ; tho hour aud minute at which cacli will
begin atid concludoe, are printed, as tho railroad companies

pintleir tusse tables ; anad the rornaiîk is aise printed,
!* rnTlis jrogram i si wîll be 3t etty tîi~rdu." Eachi speaker

bns a chiopîliutloff feeling during overy mument (if bis speechi,
aud the resuit is the absence ot that largo liberty which is
so profitable to ail who know how to enjoy iA

AS to tho error in the otiier direction, just a word. Wlien
tho original Proorustes got lhold, of a mati too short for bis
lied, he i§troebed hino. I <I-es flot often balîpen that a
ciairînan bias to stretch a spcaker'a speech, so as te mako it
tlt the allotted time. But it somotîuies happons tliat a mis.
wbo is short of inaterial, to tilt the tirne, fille it out, eilier
by a lieavy apology at tlîo begiuuing, or by saying several
times over. wlîat inight have heen profitabiy said oniy once ;
or by eaying notimg for a white duriiîg the conciuding
part of bis taik. This kind ot etretclîing is uncorniortablo
to ail coiîccrîîd. Wlieu a man has said ail hoe has to say
lie sliouid Stop, whetlîer hie allotted tirno is threo minutes
or sixty.

Lot us be prompt and punctual, but not fcrocious ini our
prou1ptneiPs or pîunctîiaiity.

W hile we muet ailot certain tirn¶ to cerf ain speakers, lot us
try to ar-range our tirne-tabies for the mutual, corntort of the
speakers and those who are spuken to.

i\ spuaker who is known to ho a bore, ueed not bo invited
to speak at ail]. If a inan of -wbom botter thîugs are expected
proves to ho wearisome and urîprofitabie. aud mnuet ho ciîopped
off, it is botter to chop bira as soon as hoe makes full proof ot
Ibis tediousecss, tlîan to wait for the tulilrent of any aUlotted
tinie, long or short.

WHAT TEACHERS HAVE DON E.

A SeLDRut',s TEAiiE.-At the annual meeting et the
Sunday Sehoul Unioni, in 1822, the 11ev. George Alareden
stated, that as a gentleman, wluo by the providence et God
had becorne reduci-d iii hie cireuunstauee, was walking along
the Street, lie was met h)y ain 01( soldier, who immediately re
cognised huun and mentiened tMie jîleasuro ho toIt in liavinc,
lioeu et lfue Sablîatl seholars. The soldier liadt beard ef
the circumetances vhicli i ad reiiuced luis former teacher te
dîstress, and thmus addrossed hirn : IlX'ou wore my toaclier ;
I have a pension troua Giveromcnt ; i eau uvork a littie, and
wiht willingly give my pension fer your relief."

G.îOL TElMN.-An American writcr states, that out of
500 cenvicts, it wvas fouîîd, ou examiruation, thuat only threes
hiad ever bien in a Siumday-school. ln a work recoutly pub-
tished, entitlcd "Eurand's Exiles,"~ written iîy a pius
surgeon of the Royal Navy, it je statod that eut ot 900 con-
%icts exikcd from, thmeir niatii e lanîd for breakiiig itut lawq, only
seven hiad becui admitted into a Sabbath-scliool; probably net
une ot the seveîî liad attemded it regularly. During five
voyages te tho penal colonies, A. Browning, R N., statcs that
lie lias conductud 1,0635 prisîriers, et wlîom oniy tourteon had
i)eei in a Sunday-school. The iXev. John Clay, chapiain te
the lieuse et Correction at Presten, in Lancashire, states
that eut et 1,129 persons coinmitred te thuat prison only onc
was fanailiar ivitli the HoIy Scripturos and conversant w*itlî
the tiret principles et religion as auy ciîild in tue Bible clase
et a weil-couduieted Suuday-ecieel wvould ho; and tîmat net
abovo twcuîty et the whviole ], 129J had been iun the habit ot
attendiug any place et public wership. Again, the 11ev. David
lIcol, chaplaini et the -New Prisen, Clerkcuiwell, states that
upwards et 100,000 peroens liave passed uinder luis care,. tho
gri-at nîajerity ot %%-hein regretttîd thcat they had boon brouglat
up) in utter diîi-egard ut the Lerd's-dIay, anîd affirmed that

igecting tîme Sabbatlî in yeuth bad led to grosser crimes ini
atter years. W'eneed netask lîow manyoettheso 100,000 had
been traiucd froua infancy iii a Sundaý -echool.


