THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

THE PRINCIPLE OF AUTHOR-
ITY IN RELIGION.

Our attention has been attracted by
the following letter which appeared in
a late number of a Protestant Episco-
pal contemporary :

To the Editor of the Churchman :

What is the principle of Authority
In the Church? It seems to me that
thie is the most important and urgent
of all questions. It is impossible to
answer many questions that have been
asked until this is answered, and an
swered very definitely, The Church
has declared for Unity and urged her
historic claims as the ground of that
Unity. We believe she is right, but
will others heed and acgept until she
can show some definite voice or prin-
ciple of authority 7 It is very well to
talk of liberty. Liberty without
authority is licenee.  What is the Prin-
ciple of Authority in the Church? Is
it the voice of the Bishop of each dio-
cese ? The late utterances of some of
our Bishops seem to give the negative
to this question. Is it the voice of the
House of Bishops? 1In the last pastoral
we read : ** We feel assured that the
clergy and their congregations will
glad!y order the details of public wor
ship and of the administration of the
sacraments and other rites of the
Church strictly according to it- '/, e,
the Standard Book of Common Prayer),
rubrics.” The charges of some Bishops
to their dioceses, the usages of some
parishes seem to give the negative to
this question, Is it the voice of the
General Convention? The voice of
the Convention is expressed in the
book of Common Prayer. The letters
in your paper on *“Variations from the
Standard " give the negative to this
question. 1Is it the voice of Catholic
tradition ? The uncertainty of what
Catholie tradition is, when it begins,
where it ends, seems to give the nega-
tive to this question. Is it the voice of
the conscience of each preshyter?
Then we have almost as many answers
as there are presbyters.  What is the
Principle of Authority ?  What voice
am I to obey ?  How am [ to order the
worship of a parvish? Is there any
authority 7 1Is the Church a Church of
authority or license 2 Joux Gass,”

Charleston, S. C.

Those are certainly very pertinent
questions, and they go right to the point
and as they have evidently been asked
by an Episcopalian who is sincerely
anxious for light on a vital subject we
have anxiously looked for any answer
that might be given. Thus far no
notice has been taken of his letter,
“Is there any authority? s the
Church a Church of authority or not 7"
Those are, indeed, very solemn ques-
tions, for if there be no recognized au-
thority in the Church for deciding the
truth and settling disputes they may
well ask what is the use in having a
Church? How can you be sure that
you are in the Church? The Apostle
Paul says, “The Church of the living
God is the pillar and ground of the
truth.”  Now it you can not be sure as
0 what the Church teaches ; if it speaks
with “‘stammering lips and double
tongue,” what will be the result but
confusion worse confounded ?  ““If the
trumpst give an uncertain sound who
shall prepare himself to the battle 7

The difliculty with the Episcopal
Church is that it is founded in com-
promise between two utterly incom
patible systems. When the I3 rlish
Church cut itself off from the centre
of unity it became a Protestant Estab-
lishment with the elements of the o
Catholic teaching
remaining. The XXXIX.
represented the Protestant element,
and so far as there could bhe an oflicial
on of opinion they represented
mglish Church. But they have
never bheen cordially accepted by the
Catholic party which to be consi
has felt compelled to put upon
articles a non-natural sense,
words they have con
still contend that the
Catholic  doctrines
aimed at Catholic doctrines but at
some exagerated and false toachines
and practices under the Catholic name,
Whereas the Low Church party claims
—and justly—that the Articles ars the
true exponents of the Reformation
that the Church is neces: arily Protes
taut, and the Articles are to be under
stood in their natural, obvious sense

These two parties, with every grade
of opinion in each, are pitted against
each other and the consequence is end
less controversy and irreconcilable
hostility. In all their lo rislation they
are ged to recognize the two
parties. Hence in England when any
great council or synod is held they
studiously avoid all discussion of im
it doctrines about which there
re differences of opinion. The same
may be said of the General Conven-
tions of tha Protestant Episcopal
Church, in the United States ol Amer-
ica. The fact is every man jud for
himself and adopts sach opinions as he
ploases,

There could not be a more striking
illustration of the necessity of a central
authority, a head and centre of unity
of the whole Church, than is furnished
by the present condition of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church in this country
and the Establishmeut in Fngland.

It is really surprisi that our Pro-
testant friends are so slow to appre
hend and acknowledge the important
truth that there must be an infallible
tribunal, and final court of appeal to
decide great questions of faith and
morals and end disputes, Without
such a tribunal there will be no ond of
coutroversy, even on tho most funda
mental principles of the gospel, and
e honest enquirer is necessarily left
in a condition of endless doubt and nn.

certainty, If there is anything in
Christianity ; if it is what it claims to
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1
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and tradition, st

LNoOse
In other
ed and do

protest

was mnot really

be—a supernatura: revelation of the
will of God —then it follows as a neces-
sary consequence that there must be
some inerrable authority upon which
we can rely with implicit confidence to
determine what that truth is.  Other
wise we are left, as we have said, to
endless doubt and uncertainty, and we
might as well have no professed revel-
ation. Thank God! the Catholic Church
has such an authoritative tribunal, es-
tablished by our Lord Himself. She
alone claims that prerogative and that
very claim is prima facie evidence of
her truth,—N. Y. Catholic Review.
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THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

Sermon by the Rev. Luke Rivington,
M. A,

On Sunday (the Feast of St. Anne
the annual sermon in aid of the
liquidation of the debt on St. Anne'’s
Church, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, were
preached by Rev. Luke Rivington, M.
A., in presence of large congregations.
The sermon in the morning was
preceded by Pontifical High Mass, a
which His Lordship the Right Rev
Dr. Knight, Bishop of Shrewsbury, pre-
sided. The celebrant was Rev. James
O'Reilly ; the deacon, Rey. P. New-
man ; subdeacon, Rev. Father Giles :
master of ceremonies, Mr. M'Cabe ;
deacons at the throne, Fathers Carton
and Arnoux ; assistant priest, Very
tev. Canon Lynch. The musie of tho
Mass (Gounod's) was excellently ren-
dered by the choir, under the conduc-
torship of Mr. C. I. Barker, organist,
the solos being taken by Mrs. M'Cabe,
soprano ; tenor, Murphy ; con-
tralto, Miss Barnaett ; bass, Mr. Thomas.
The altar was handsomely decorated
by the nuns of the order of the Immac
ulate Conception, whose convent is ad
jacent to the church,

The Rev. Father Rivington, M. A
was the pre

Mr.

"
acher, taking his text from
the 15th chapter of the 1st Book of
Kings, d verse— ““Doth bitter death
separate in this manner ?” Hesaid he
remembered a few years ago going in
the early morning to read some pray-
ers in the company of a number of men
who were just proceeding to build a
house intended for religious purposes,
it was the 15th of July, and he re-
marked to the man in charge of the
workman that it was St. Swithin's Day,
and he hoped that they would have
fine weather. The man answered that
he did not believe that a dead man
could affect the weather. The belief
in St. Swithin’s power over the weather,
he (the preacher) need not sy, was not
a matter of taith or a matter of fact,
but what the man (who was a Protes-
tant) meant by saying that he did not
believe in St. Swithin was, that he did
not believe in the *Communion of
Saints ” — that no one could come be-
tween the living and the dead. The
belief in the Communion of Saints is,
of course, with Catholics a matter of
faith, and the question—** Doth bitter
SH 4

death part ns in this ma is an
swered by the Church saying—*‘ I be-
lieve in the Communion of Saints,”

When they spoke of the Church trium
phant, the Church militant, and the
Church suffering, they did not speak
of three Churches, but of one, and in
that one Church there is a perpetual
circulation and interchange of good
offices, services, and prayers—in other
words,
THE COMMI N OF BAINTS IS A LIVING
REALITY,

This was one yxpression of the
law running throughout s
tion,5that the ion of all good
things is in proportion to the closeness
of the relation which the members bore
to each other. . In the life of a natior
thers was a continual
thought, of work, of pow

clren

tude, of sympathy, of fortune and mis
fortune, between the various classes
and communities, and in py i
the unity
feeling

ion to
fraternal
hich distinguished them was
the cireulation of the privile ad
vantages, blessings and misfortunes of
the whole.  And it
case of a family, whe
closer still than in the c:
There the life of virtue led by

ents re-acted for

po

and c¢los

185 of

s the same in the

a nation,

rood on tha !
and the sufferings and b as and
enjoyments of the one were folt and
reciprocated by the other., How oft
had they seen the daughter sacrifice
all her future in order to devote her-
81 to the care of the mother who was
confined to a sick bed, In th
persons they found a similar

tion of

THE GREAT LOVE OF UNITY.

In the marvellous unity and close
ness of conn ion of the soul and
body : the soul giving to the body i
intellect, its memory, its

ssit

il

own
illustra

understand-
ing, and all the mental wowers it pos-
sessed, whilst the body served as the
tabernacle and instrument of the soul,
The word ** body " had been used by
the Apostle Paul to illustrate the close
ness of unity in the Church, “The
Church is a nation—a K ly nation ;
the Church is a family —a holy family
. Paul, and he vecurs gainand
again to this thought of the unity of
the body and soul to show the unity ot
the Chureh of Christ, which is called
the mystical body of Christ, and this
body is not the exalted dream of the
mystic, for it was stated in Seripture
that when the Holy Ghost
the Apostles He found them all of one
heart and one mind. They had all
things in common, and so close was
their union that thoss who had much
shared their worldly goods with those
who had little.  This was but a sign
and sacrament of the closeness of the
unity of Christ with His Church, a

came upon

UNITY THAT WAS NOT CIRCUMS( RIBED

BY TRME OR SPACE OR PLACH,

hut obtained thronghout the whole of
God’s ereation in heaven and on earth,
whilst a constant interchange of good

offices was going on day by day and
hour by hour between all portions of
this mystical body of Christ. And so
the Church says, *‘I believe in the
Communion of Saints.” Protestants in
speaking on this subject contended
that when the last breath was drawn
the soul returned to God or was con-
demned to hell, and that no power of
further communication with earth ex
isted. But Catholics believed that
ire was a'place where souls who had
not fully satisfied the offended majesty
of God would be allowed a time to
purge themselves and give satisfaction
to the Divine justice, Protestants also
contended that those remaining on
earth could derive no assistance from
their friends in heaven, because they
cannot hear us, and that if we ask
them to hear us they will do nothing !
Didn't

ALL THE GENEROUS INSTINCTS OF OUR
SOULS
rise up against such teachings ?

Turning to the teachings of the Catho-
lic Church, they found that she taught
belief in the Communion of Saints and
the unity of all in Christ. We, con-
tinued the speaker, are in active ser-
vice here on carth, as our friends in
heaven were before us. They have
fought the battle and won the fight.
We are the soldiers left on the field of
battle, and we look to our friends at
home in heaven to supply us with fresh
amimunition, and to aid us in the
strenuous fight we are engaged in,
and
WE HAVE A RIGHT OF APPEAI

to them, too, for aid that we may fight
the battle to a successful and glorious
end. Our friends wio have left us
and gone to heaven have not lost their
memory ot us. God enlightened them
as to our wants, and they knew those
wants better than we do ourselves.
The men now in heaven who, while on
earth, had been enabled by the power
of God, to raise the dead to life, to
heal the sick, had surely not lost the
power to assist those who were still
engulphed in the sea of sin and trouble,
and it was comforting to know that the
Communion -of Saints was a reality.
The speaker concluded by a public
appeal on behalf of the fund to reduce
the debt on the church.

In the evening Father Rivinzton
again preached on the same subject,
which he amplified and elaborated
in an eloquent and convineing man-
ner. Benediction of the Most Holy
Sacrament was afterward given by
the Bishop of Shrewsbury.—London
Catholic News.
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EARLY ENGLISH
PASTORS,

CATHOLIC

The current number of the Nine-
teenth Century has a most interesting
paper on ‘*‘The Parish Priest in I
land before the Reformation,” by Rev,
Augustus Jessopp, D. D., an Anglican
minister. The essay was first read as
a lecture by Dr. Jessopp at a conven-
tion or ““movement " of ministers and
professors at Cambridge University,
It pays a glowing tribute to the Catho
lic parish priesc of ante-reformation
days, which is somewhat remarkable
if one considers the religious tenden
cies of its author and his original
audience.

First of all, Dr. Jessopp avers that
the parvish priests of the early days

were good and worthy men. They
wera recoznized as les and
teachers of the pe “their
influence y al for

aood.” Moreover, njoyed

the confidence of for
Dr. .lt'cupl’ 8ayS less,
though the parish priests were grow-

ing poorer and poorer from the con-
quest to the reformation, it is notice-
able that they never ceased to retain

the confidence and esteem of their

people from first to last.” The Catho

l1¢ pastors were men of learning and

ability., Dr. Jessopp says: ‘¢ Mean
A

while, all through the Jaxon

era we find the parish ts quite
able to hold their own as teaching,
preaching, working el men, "

gain he adds that ¢¢ were

among those parish priests no incon
siderable number of men deserving in
that )

wdents, "
are

called lars and

had otl
among the same
writer sa “men of consideration
and weight who were perfec ly quali
fied to take their places in con
by side with the greatest abbots in the
land, to travel from one end of E
land to the their
might be heard in the deba es, and,
moreover, when the religious houses
had been harried and burned by the
Vikings, that these same priests were
ready to fill up the vacant seats in the
assemblies of the church and to rally

too.

gifts,
‘““There them,

other voices

round their Bishops nenever and
whithersoever they might bo sum-
woned to attend and deliver their

judgments or tender the
times of peril and perplex \ g

Dr. Jessopp dwells at length on the
generosity and charity
fathers of the church. Their charity
is especially noted in their contribu-
tions to the cause of religion, ¢ It is
the ravest thing," says their histcerian,
“"to meev with a parson's will in which
some legacy is not left to the church
in which he officiates.” Nor did they

dvice in

ot these early

t till death called them before
sving generously to the church.
Chey not only contributed their own

mite to the support of the

then standing,

churches
but they influenced the
people to assist finaneially in the build-
g of new temp These  hard
working parish priests  were great
chuich builders Y Lverything goes
to show,” says Dr, ‘“that the
immense majority of the old churches

1
1SS0
Jassopp,

| in England were built not by the great

men, but by the small people with the
clergy at their head, " Again he adds:
*“Iu the ramous * Black Book of Swaif-

bam’in Norfolk, where the names of
the chief benefactors to the church are
set down with rare minutenesses, there
appear the names of not less than nine
rectors and vicars of the parish who,
in a period of less than a century,
had very materially contributed to
the sustentation of the fabric of the
church (one of the finest in Nor-
folk), and had restored some really
splendid gifts in the shape of servic
books, plate, vestments, candlesticks
and ornaments of all kinds for render-
ing the ritual and the service of the
sanctuary as splendid and imposing as
it could be made.” And the churches
that they built were not few, as wit

ness what Dr, Je ssopp says: ** Thus,
» of Exeter, the Bishop

in the dioce
was called upon to rededicate between
the year 1259 and 1268 — stually in
nine years—no less than eighty-eight
rebuilt or enlarged churches.” Sum-
ming up the results of his researches
Dr. Jessopp comes to this conclusion :
‘* Take them all in all, I cannot resist
the impression, which has become
deeper and deeper upon me the more
[ have read and pondered, that the
parochial cle in England during
the centuries between the conquest and
the reformation numbered among them
at all times some of the men of
their generation.”

Our readers may wonder that such a
tribute to priests of the Catholic Church
should come from such a source. But
Dr. Jessopp is not a disinterested party
in the matter, for he has an
grind. He concludes his essay by at
tempting, somewhat egotistically, to
trace an analogy betwe the early
pastors and himself and his fellow min-
isters of the present day For Catho-
licity and Catholics in general he has
1o words of prai He can say noth
ing bitter enough about the monks and
the members of religious orders., But
without admitting the truth of his
assumption, that he and his fellow-
ministers of the Anglican fold resemble
the early secular pastors—an a sump
tion which is indefensible, we can set
down as worthy of belief his statements
about the priests of old, for he is, evi-
dently, a deep student of history. The
types of the early pastors of England
are to be found in that country to day.
They do not exist in the Anglican fold,
however. They are the rectors and
pastors of the Catholic faith. — Bostcn
Republie,
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Our Common Heritage,

To every Protestant, looking at the
luminous periods and personalities in
historic Catholicism, comes times of
profound 1 et at the loss of a birth
right necessarily sacrificed by relig
ious schism, says the Independent
Divoree in politics does not destroy
radical affinity nor the heritage of
national and literary traditions, as
witness England and America. Sep
aration in doctrine, or more particu
larly in ritual, does obscure similar
origin and widens a chasm, across
which no appeal can be made to former
community of development. Yet the
lines of curve start at a common
spring, run concurrently and broadly
through centuries in a common chan-
nel, and though separated by natural
or artificial obstructions, must inevit
ably unite, sometimes returning to a
mutual flow in the rious tide water
of a common faith and future. It isin

the “onks of the

this sense that

mediweval Church and the saints of the
Catho alendar are still our s |
fathers, and that men must be mnori

than narrow not to glory in the ances
tral Church which can boast among so
rs the saint that bore the
name of I'rancis, and far greater than
that — St. Francis of Assisi,
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Boyle O'Reilly and Cardinal Man.

ning.

In a recent number of the London
Month, the Rev. John Morris,
who served as diocesan secrot
to Cardinal Manning and Cardinal

Wiseman, tells the g ory on the author-
ity of John Boyle O'Reilly, who heard
Cardinal Manning preach (o the
Milbank :—*¢ While at
Milbank, " he said, ‘‘the favorite topic
for sermons to the prisone ’as the

prisoners at

Prodigal Son. They were all weary
of the Prodigal Son, and hatod his
very name.  Une day a stranger came

to preach in the jail chapel. They
knew by his violet cassock that he was
one out of the ordinary. A3 usual he
began about the Prod 1l Son, and
the convicts settled themselves down to
sulky inattention. Butin a very few
minutes they were all listening
eagerly, and, after a fow minutes
more, tears began to steal down the
rough cheeks of several. Before the
sermon. was over hardened rufiians
were sobbing, so touching was the
simple description of the home of the
prodigal, the picture of his old father
and heart broken mother, of the inno-
cent joys of his childhood, and its con
tr, with his after-degradation and
seif-reproach.  That sermon left a deep
mark on the remembrance of all who
heard it: and John Boyle O'Reilly
said that apart from all his love for
Cardinal Manning for his devotion to
the cause of his country, the remam
brance of that sermon had endeared
him to him for the rest of his life,"

A Prominent Lawyer Says:

“ T have eight children, every one in good
health, not one ot whom but has taken Scott's
Emulsion, in which my wife has boundless
confidence,.”
How to Get a “Sunlight " Picture,

Send 25 “'Sunlight” Soap w rappers (wrappare
bearing the wards ** Why Does'a Woman Look
Old Sooner Than a Man") to LEVER Buos.,,
Ltd., 43 Scott street, Toronto, and you will re-
ceive by post a pretty pictare, free from adver-
taing, and well worth framing. This is an
2asy v to decorate your home. The 8oap is
the best in the market, and it will only cost 1¢
postage to send in the wrappers, if you leave
the ends open, Write your address carefully,

Minard' Liniment 1s the Best,

AWAKENING OF THE SPIRIT.

An awakening of the spirit is an
earnest, thoughtful consideration of
the responsibilities of life, and pre-
cedes a change of heart, or what is
sometimes called conversion. It was
an effect of grace, and may be pro-
duced in us in answer to the prayers
of the Church, or the supplication of
friends or relatives or others in our
behalf, Christ has produced the ocea-

sion and fitted the circumstances to
our needs, for e has said: ** With
out Me you can do nothing.” When

you behold a sinner turning from his
or her sin, if you have a kind look, or
hopeful word, bestow it freely, for God
and the angels are looking. Infinite
power and supernatural influences are
at work on a human soul pr ducing a
change that produces a joy in Paradise.
The Lord tells us that ** There is joy
before the angels over one sinner that
repenteth.”  You see, there is a divin-
ity in repentance that operates on two
worlds in a miraculous manner, pro-
ceeding as it from the Holy
Sy irit,

Is it any wonder that the Apostle
Paul said: ** Work out your salva
tion in fear and trembli g2?" I have
not the least doubt that if the gates of
hell were open and visible, it would
strike such terror to the hearts of men
that they would commence to repent in
fear and trembling night and day.
The still small voice—the whisper of
the soul—we cannot hear in the con
fusion of the world we worship. Con
science pleads in vain. We are be-
witched by the world,

Wi REPENT,

Suppose the Aagel of the Trumpet
could announce th: time for re-
pentance had closed, how many thou-
sands would ery to the Lord to restore
the privilage ?

We read in St, Luke 13: 3, that our
Saviour was preaching repentance,
and He said in unmistakable lan.
guage: ““Itell ye nay ; but except ye
repent ye shall all likewise perish. "
He said: *‘My words will not pass
away.” They have the same force to-
day that they had then.

If these words were traced on the
sky all would read them with an ex-
traordinary interest, and the whole
city would repent.

After reading these lines and know-

ing your startling condition : being

sensible, too, that God is watching

your decision, then what will they do?
I YOU COULD SEE

If you could behold the horror of
your condition with the eyes of the
Spirit, you would fall as one dead. It
you were told that your time for re
pentance had closed you would shriel
in wild dismay the words, “My God !
ere you fainted to carth,

How startling is the tolling of the
death bell! Not one is alarmed ! It
you could see the anxiety of your
guardian angel you would pity that
radiant creature who loves you more
than you deserve. Doos the danger of
dying in your sin bring no alarm ?
Has an eternity of suff ring no feature
of dread ? My friend, it is a frightful
thing to be in enmity with the living
God, even for one moment. If you
saw the terrible flash of his sleepless
eye as Ie looks deep into your heart
with an infinite loathing for your
shocking sins, you would turn white
Will you have the hardihood to insult
that awful Bein;
different ?

How awful is death!
nearly ev

does

-~

MUNST

the

by remaining in-

Death in
arful tragedy,
only divested of its terrors because
80 common. Men and women
afraid of death. All they need is to
have it forced on their attention. It
yYou knew how little time you have
left you would be alarmed. If al] the
men and women who are to die within
twelve months were to be informed by
the death angel, a wail would go up
from here that would he heard in all
the neighboring vil s, and the
greatest excitement would prevail,
Anumber died sin :ethey read thelast
article, who did not expect sosudden a
call. A few hours’ or days’ sickness
ended their probation here, and they
launched into an eternity so vast, so
endless, as to bewilder thought. Com-
mence tonight and let your repent

!
ance be the most extraordinary effort

case is a fi

are

of your life. FEternal salvation is the
prize.—Philip O'Neill in Catholic Mir-
ror.
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