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-accounts of the origin of
licting and none m ‘
: iven-is that

bams of* terror. The fire in itself up to
time was lo{a_:{rip‘!l. and possibly
d have been chee ed had not the as-
. Jo6 curttin failed to work. :
iE, : b,s@heﬂtemdiseoure-dmgﬁe
- |, the. chief comedian of the, company,
Jower the curtain, arid this was

n je. It descended about
- }f way -and then stuck. The fire was
is given practically a flue through which
trong draught was sétting, aided by the
ors which had been thrown open in the
- pnt of the theatre. With a roar and a
‘$und, ‘the flames shot out through the
ning over the heads of the people on
st floor and reaching cledr up to
in the first balcony, caught them
‘bursed them to death where they

osfon Blew tha Roof OFF:
Immediately following this rush of flames
here came an explosion which lifted the
s 1oof of the theatre from its walls,
g the great skylight into frag-

As soon as the flames first appeared. be-
ponc gﬁ curtain a man in the rear of the
e jouted “fire, fire,” and the entire

rase as one person and: made for ¢

doors. It is believed that the explos-
n was caused by the flames coming in
ot with the gas reservoirs of the
tre, causing them to burst. =
. J. Davis, manager of the theatre,
the catastrophe that if the peo-
remained in their seats and had

Irenin Wild'S

t& in a pile

| He

ch Followed
the ‘Roof Off|-
undreds Per- |

' ;w : M

w., Groété Firemen. _
-were found stretched
of the

from the. stairway at

oward, which lay life and
il‘:qr i mgfheﬁammtsqf
garments not their own.  They were evi:
torn from the clothing, of others

, ;thsghadendmmd to ‘pull down
and trample under foot as they fought for
their own lives. :

Seste Tou: Much Tor Firsmen and Police-
L man. =

As the-police removed layer after layer
| of dead in sw%,—. the sight. be-

catite too much even for police and fire-
men, hardened as they ate to such scenes,
such an in-
L % were they
jammed between the sides of the. door and
the walls that it was imipossible to lift
them ome by ohe and carry them out. The
only possible thing to do was to seize &
limb or some portion of the body and pull
with main strength.

Men Worked With Tears Strezming Down
Face.

~ Men worked at the task with tears run-
ping down their ch afid ‘the 'Bobs" of
the fesouers could be heard even in the
hall below, where this awful scene was
being enacted, A number of the men
were eompelled to abandon their task uﬁs
give it over to others, whose nerves ha
B0t 8 yet been shaken by the awful ex:

more heartrending. There were women
whoge dl¢ was torn completely from
Dbodies above the waist, whose bosoms
_begn trampled into a_pulp and whose
. were marred beyond all power of

- Bodlies lay._in. the first and. second bal-
comied in great numbers. In some places
\éy.iwere piled up in the aieles three and
foin deep, where one had fallen and others
1r1p) over the prostrate forms, and all
had died where they lay, evidently suffo-
catefl by the gas. Otheérs were bent over
sHs of séats, where they had been
by the rush of people for the doors

led with hardly a chance to rise

their seats. . One man was found

his back bent - nearly double, his
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stretehed out in |-

.announcing = his retirement from active

‘for my resignation and should follow up
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Couldn’t Stand

for Grand Tl'unk

- o Pacific WCCL

Such s tho Ex-Miniter's Ansouhcement to Thomas McAvly
102 Lottor Datod Dec. 26, Whercin Ha Resigns His Seat
in Parliament —The Same Missive Also Conveys :

" “the Intelligence That He Has Been Ap~
pointed Chairman of the Raitway

- Commission.

. Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 30—The followiag is
a copy of the letter of Hon. A, G. Blair

polities:
_ Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 26th, 1903.
Thomas MaAvity, Bsq., Chairman of the
iberal Executive Committee, St.
John, N. B.:

Dear Mr. McAvity: Circumstances at-
tending my redignation from the ministry,
coupled with subsequent events, have
compelled me to consider my own politi-
al position, and having come to e deci-
gion on this subject, I feel that I should
withont further delay make known to my
constituents in St. John, and to party
friends throughout the province, the con-
c.usion at which I have arrived.

It was well understood when I retired
from the cabinet, that I did o owing to a
differcmee of opinion on the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway project, and on that
question only, as to the general policy of
the government, I was in accord with my
colleagues.

Although the question upon which my
difference with the governinent arose was
an important one, I entertained the de-
cided view that neither this consideration
nor the fact that I held strong opinions
on the subject, imposed upon me the
duty of separating myself from my party
on all other questions, or of going into
general opposition. It appears to me that
1 would acquit myself of responsibility
for the meacure which I was unable to
approve, when I should state in parlia-
ment, as strongly and fully as I was cap-
able of doing, ths grounds and reasons

the same by voting against the govern-
ment’s bill. :

His Duty Ended With Protest.

I was also of opinion that my duty es
@ retiring minister did not demand that
I should (take part in any controversial
diecussion which ghould  ensme between
the government and the opposition, during
the passage of the details of the  bill
through its committee stage. o

Upon this view I acted, and :%/tt:
light of all' that has  eccurred -off &
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amendments proposed to the bill and the
discustion which took place after the

second reading had been carried by &'

large majority, I cannot see that I would
have strengthened my attitude in opposi-
tion to the project, had I participated in

‘subsequent debates.

The opposition- itself very much compli-
cated the situation by proposing &n.al-
ternative scheme to that of the ministry.
This alternative proposal involved a die-
tinct admission that the mecessity for a
new railway from the Adlantic to the
Pacific. was one of immediate and press-
ing urgency. To this yiew I could not
subscribe, I had contended strongly that
the few months consderation given by ‘the
government, to its measure during the
prescure of parliametary session was quite
insuflicient fo justify the eountry in em-
harkih& upen so ghéat an undertaking,
How then could I endorse the altermative
which the opposition had adopted after
twe or ‘three weeke consideration omly,
dnd to which it was prepared to commiif
the counfry?

All Alone in His Attitude,
Thé course I ought to take undeér euch

cirecumstances seemed to me clear. It was
obyious that my attitade on the railway
question had mot found favor with either
party and etanding dlong, it has bBéen
cqually clear that upon this question I
must €o remain.

1 am fréé to admit that from thé out-
eet, I have been averse to breaking wit
my friends and former colleagues, ~an
with the party to which I have all my life
adhered, if it were possible 1o avoid doing
€0,
There appeareéd only one way in which
a permiament ruptire of myy party rela-
tiong could bé avoided, ‘namely, by re*
tiring from active political life, and upon
this step I detenmined, as being not only
in accord with my personal feeling, but a
Just e and proper. coursé to take un-
der existing  circumstances and from the
point of view of ‘public’ duty. Having re:
lieved myself from nsibility for the
government ‘measure by my. resignation,
and justified this 'rep by my;statement

+
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m' -followed, I have mot felt that I was
umder iy oblightion to eniter upon what
wold be; in my opinion, & fraifless and
unavailing etruggle.
Decided to Retire

lalr:ﬂ.ﬂ"m : :
¢ decision, therefore, was bo ]
from the field of active politics,
ing reached. this conclusion, which
about a month
e e e O

considert E er 0,
the prime nﬁnigtel;r?ol% fy  determinatic

1t making this decision kuown to
ﬂ’n,hl.icy_, 1 i
nouni

ent with an expression of my

profound regret that circumstances have
rendered’ fhe seVering of the political con*
mection between the citizens of St. John
and myself inperative.
- As the representative of the dity in the
homse of commons, I have experienced
nothing but the kindest and most con-
siderate tredtment from its -electors be-
longing to_both political parties. I have
been proud to represent St. John and the
confidence which its people have in such
unstinted measure rested in me as their
representative, intensifies my sorrow in the
parting, . o

May I flatter myself with the hope that
these regrets dre sharéd mutually between
us, and that my constituents will acquit
me in {gis act of withdrawal of beéing im-
different to  their wishes, or being in-
spired by any other motive than such as
they can appreciate, anft commeénd.

Has Accepted Chairmanship of Railway
Commission-

To the electors of the province ab large
‘I would add a word:

Through an unbroken period of over
twenty years, 1 have enjoyed the support
 and confidence of an increasing majority
.of the people of my native province.
| Ihrough you, &ir, I would convey to them
ey warmest thanks, though coupled with
the sincere regret that these; to me, most
congenial relations could mot have been
'still further prolonged.

With these explanations I might prop-
erly have brought this letter to a close,
but I think, perhape it will be ‘of inter-
est, to my friends that I have been
offered by my late colleagues, and upon
consideration, “have accepted the chair-
‘manship of the Railway Commiisison about
to be constituted under the new law. The
position has only been recently tendered
me, some months having elapsed aince
the prime minister became aware that I
was not to remain in active political life,
and the offer hag come to me upsought.
Being largely responsible for the law
créating the commission, beirg. deeply in-
terested in its becoming ae far as possible
a success, and having had.eome years ex-
perience in administering the railway act
which is now being repealed and the
duties to be discharged being congenial

: beehi’:ed'ﬁo_kope in the
new ephere, I might, be able to) render use-
ful service to the counry. . .

dear Mr. |

Sincerely

¢

Setrs the Clows of the |

did
before, the ¢lose ‘of thel -

: yme an-

hutried to the floor below and in ¢
Chief Mussham of the fire department
that the dead bodiés were piled high in
the balesny and prompt assistince MMSS
be rendered if ahy of thém were saved.
Firemen Abandon Fire for Rescue Work.
The chief at omce called upon all” His!
men in the vicinity to ‘abandon work on
the .firs anid come at omce to the réscue.
The building was so dark :
oo thick that'it was fi {
accomplish anything until lighte had beeti?
secured, Word ‘wgs 4t once deiit to the
Orr & Locket Hardware , two
doors east of the theaire amd that firm1
at once iplaced its entive stock of lanterns

“ at the. gervice of the department. Over 200

lights were quickly carried inte ‘the build-
ing and the work of rescue commenced.
So rapidly were the budies brought down

thatt for over ‘an hour there were Gwe{

streama of men passing in and out of the
dorwhay, the une carrying bodies, the other
composed of men returning to get more.
They were carried into  Thompsod’s res-
taurant, which adjoins the theatre on
the = edst aide, where all the avail-
able space was gi by ‘the proprietor.
The dead and wounded were placed upon
chaire, tables and counters. Because of
ithe ‘tremendous throng which strronuded
the block in which the theatré building]
stood it wae not poseible for the police to
carty the dead 8nd wounded any distance
and they were compélled’ to wait fof dm-
buldnces at thé theatve.

Tier of Corpses FiRty Feet-Long.

Although dll. the patrel ~ wagons and
every ambulancé owned by the city was
pressed into -service, they were utterly
inadequate to edrry away the dead ahd
in' a short time there was a line §0 feet
long of corpses piled twb and three high
o the sidewalk in fromt of the tré.

It was found necessaty in Ly
the bedies rapidly to the miorgué an
the various udmm% {0’
impress tracks into the seryice, i
these upon coetly blamkets Furnish
the dry goods stores in the
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