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AN ATTEMPT ON 
U. S. TRANSPORTSGERMAN ARMY MEETS ONE OF 1 

US MOST DECISIVE DEFEATS
Marshal Haig Announces v 

Capture of Five Villages, 
Enemy Losing Heavily

%

German Submarines Endeavor To Blockade 
French Port Where Soldiers Are Landed and 
Sink Troopships, But Attempt Fails.

Daring Enemy U-Boats Are Sent To Bottom. In­
stead—Sea Pirates Sink More Vessels Off the 
Atlantic Coast.

London, Aug..23—On a front of about six milSs, 
from the southeast of Albert to the neighborhood of 
Grandeourt, east of the Ancre river, the British have 
pushed forward and gained ground after heavy fight­
ing, says Field Marshal Haig’s communication from 
headquarters tonight. South of Grandeourt a German 
counter-attack was repulsed. The advance of th'e Brit­
ish was to a depth of two miles, and large numbers of 
Germans were killed or taken prisoners. Five villages 
to the north of Achiet-Le-Grand were captured and' the 
British pressed on eastward from them, says General 
Haig’s statement.

The town of Achiet-Le-Grand has been captured by 
the British, and also Bihucourt, just to the southeast fef 
Achiet-Le-Grand and about two and a half miles train 
the railroad junction of Bapaume.

The text of the communication follows:
“In the course of an advance of over two miles in­

to German positions, great numbers of Germans haye 
been killed and prisoners taken. ' 1 r

“On the left of the battlefront we stormed the vil­
lages of Gommiecourt, Ervillers, Hamelincourt, Boyel- 
les and Boiry-Becquerelle and made progress east of 
these villages.

"On our right center we advanced against Ger­
man positions oa the east bank of the Ancre from 

rqjLAffiÿtto the neighborhood of Grandeourt. 
and gained ground after heavy fighting. A counterat­
tack was repuked south of Grandeourt.

“We have captured Achiet-Le-Grand and Bihu­
court and the ridge overlooking Irles. We continued 
our attacks this afternoon. Several thousand prisoners 

taken and heavy casualties inflicted on the ene-

THE ENTENTEk Field Marshal Haig’s Men Are Victorious on Bat­
tle Front of Twenty-Three Miles, Extending 
From CojeuI River on North, Across the Ancre 
and Somme Rivers, Almost To Lihons—Thous­

ands of Germans Killed and Captured. ^

British Take Numerous Towns and Villages and 
Large Quantities of War Material nad Big Guns 
—Last Night They Were Nearing the Town of 
Bapaume — Furious Fighting in Several Sec­
tions and Great Guns Slaughter Enemy. '

>

Special cable to New York Tribune and St. John Standard.
With American Destroyer Flotilla, Bay of Biscay, Aug.

23—Within the past few days Germany has made a sensa­
tional attempt to blockade one of the French ports at which 
the American troops enter. It was one of her most daring 
submarine exploits, but it has failed because of the American 
navy. Her newest and biggest U-boats, commanded by her 
most courageous and resourceful yet foolhardy officers, were 
consigned by the American destroyer flotilla to the bottom 
of the sea near the French coast. Unlike recent “Fat Ber­
tha” activities the blockade was prepared for more than 
window dressing for the discouraged populace. It was a 
counter-attack for the great land disasters. It was the last 
hope to prevent, American troops from arriving in France. 
Had it succeeded it would have been a real blow below the 
belt. Its purpose was to destroy the entire convoy of troop 
ships from America near the entrance to a French port.

A Great Gamble.
In addition to taking the toll ot 

lives, it, was designed to block the 
harbqr and thus square accounts tor 
what the British Navy accomplished 
at Zebrugge and Ostend.

The boats assigned to the task did 
not -dark far out. Seizing the rare 
chance for a thrust in the dark, they 
crept inland to a point where it was 
believed convoya must pass. Then 
with torpedoes and mines they wait­
ed to sink every big ship before the 
destroyer escort had time to act. It 
was a great gamble for great atakes, 
worth playing for, though the subma­
rine officers kn^ew they would be lost 
even in winning it.

The biggest ships, particularly those 
of convoy which were marked for de­
struction, belonged to Germany in 
1914. The silent navy that outwitted 
the submarines and then destroyed 
them considers it only as an episode 
in a day's work.

Serious Defeat of Yesterday 
Spells Disaster For die 

Germans.
*
*FRENCH ENVELOP

TOWN OF NOYON
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The Enemy on Dangerous 
Ground m Vicinity of Sois-

With the British Armies in France, Aug. 23—(By The 
Associated Press)—British armies this evening are vigorous­
ly following up their success of today which apparently has 
been proved one of the most disastrous defeats ever experi­
enced by the Germans. (Bjf The AMOClated PTe*,,'_
.. | , , , .. Over the fifty mile battlefront from

v Victorious on a battlefront of twenty-three miles, ex- ^ reglon Anss to the north of
\ tending from the CojeuI river on the north, across the An- sqteeone the German anale» are meet, 

’ ere and Somme rivera, almost to Lihons. the third and fourth
Generals Byhg and Rawlinson are still fish sad French forces have continued

on the attack the enemy has been 
sanguinarily worsted. And the end of 
his trlale Is not yet In eight.

To the British over the thirty miles 
of the fighting zone from the CojeuI 
river southeast of Arras to Lihons 
south of the Somme numerous towns 
have fallen and enemy terirtory has 
been penetrated to a depth of several 

Crown Prince Ruppnecht of Bavaria, the German miles. Where the French are fighting 
... . . -if t « . between the Mats river and the terri-commander, has thrown his men in betore the advancing tory north of Boissons additional good-

British armies in an effort to stave off the inevitable, but wtopment'of6Norm mu!*1 the general 
only to have them mowed down again and again by storms ?r“e06“’" 
of metal which pourqd from the BritUh gun,. One entire
enemy battalion was- annihilated.during the fighting. German line running to Rheim».

Dead Germans in great numbers are. scattered every- a Terrible Price,
where over the battlefield. As an example four hundred 
enemy dead were observed this morning on one small piece 
of ground over which the battle had swept.

sons.

pi
V HIE Of «enemy back.

The enemy has lôst wide stretches of grotind, numer­
ous towns, thousands of men made prisoners and large quan­
tities of materials and guns. Hé'also again has had het-vy 
casualties.
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WAS HALL ENGAGED 
TO ANOTHER?

Was Valuable Aid To Allies in 
the East

A COURTMARTIAL 
FOR COL. G1NGRAS

xzfiflffffl xzxfflfffl flzK—King „ ,
London, Aug. 23—Constantinople 

the death of theProsecution Investigating New 
Story in Case of Accused 
Minister.

Harrington, Me., Aug. 23  ̂York 
County officials are hunting tor evi­
dence to sustain charges than 
Henry 'H. Hall, under arrest for the 
murder of his wife at Wells, asked a 
Mrs. Allen, of Portland, to marry him 
and that a violent scene occurred be­
tween the two women. It is claimed 
that Mrs. Hall found Mrs. Allen visit 
Ing the minister, who was a patient 
at the Portland hospital, and that 
Mrs, Allen said she was engaged to 
Hall. One woman was no more sur­
prised that the other at the sensa- 
tiopal meeting.

Gallant Officer Under Charges 
in Connection With Quebec 
Regiment.

newspapers report 
king of the Hejaz.The enemy paid a terrible price in 

men killed, wounded or made prison­
er for his temerity.

With the continuation of the French 
drive from the Matz river around the 
bend in the line to the north of Sola- 
sons the Germans still within the low­
er portion of the old salient appar­
ently are on dangerous ground.

Hussein Ben All. grand sheriff of 
Mecca and king of the Hejaz, was one 
of the Allied leaders in the east and 
was of invaluable assistance during 

Hew. the past two years. While grand sher­
iff of Mecca he declared the independ­
ence of that Arabian province of the 
Turkish empire, and cast in his lot 
with the Allies. He and his army won 
several victories over the Turks in the 

‘ 'Mesopotamian campaign.

where they have met with some of 
their heavilest losses,decided to get 
out. This locality was one of the 
places where the Germans had doubl­
ed their strength.

The fighting to the south of this 
region began last night, when strong 
British forces assailed Gomiecourt 
just a few minutes before the Ger­
mans; had anticipated launching an 
attack at the same place.

Gomiecourt was British at daylight- 
As it happened, the British upset all 
the enemy plans, and, after killing 
many Germans and capturing 500 in 
the town of Gomiecourt alone, Field 
Marshal Haig’s men continued their 
forward movement and at last reports 
were pushing steadily onward.

Allied Loaaet Light.
Montreal, Aug. 23—toetruotions have 

been received today by Lt-Col. M. A. 
Piche, acting G. O. C. here, from mill 
tary headquarters at1 Ottawa thait a 
general court martial has been obtain­
ed to enquire into certain charges 
against LL-Col. Daly Gingras, D. 8. O-, 
officer commanding the 2nd Depot Bat­
talion, 2nd Quebec Regiment.

No details are given but it is under­
stood that the court martial will deal 
with certain matters In connection 
with the financial arrangements for the 
battalion ot which he

With all this fierce fighting, and 
notwithstanding the fact that th^Brit- 
leh at many places have fought over 
open ground against an enemy pro­
tected ln*“pot holes” and strong points 
of the other kinds, the British losses 
everywhere seem to have been extra­
ordinarily light. This probably Is due 
to the confusion the Germans find 
reigning behind their lines as they 

v are fighting a losing battle, which for 
them hourly grows more disastrous.

Crown Prince Rupprecht today had 
strengthened his line at many places, 
but this, Instead of stopping the Brit­
ish. simply meant that the Germans 
suffered bigger losses.

During the night and this morning 
the front upon which the battle was 
being fought yesterday was widened, 

both to the north and the 
south, while the ground in the middle 
between Albert and Beaucourt-Sur- 
Ancre, which heretofore had been fair­
ly quiet, suddenly was drawn Into 
the whirl.

More Sinkings.
A Canadian Atlantic Port, Aug. 23— 

It is reported here that the Gloucester 
fishing schooners A. P. Andrews and 
Francis O'Hara have been torpedoed.

Crew Rescued.

CZECHOSLOVAKS WIN

K London, Aug. 23.—Lord Robert Cevil, 
the British under-secretary for foreign 
affairs, announced this evening that 
reports had been received In London 
to the effect that the Czecho-Slovgk 
forces in trans-Balkalla had captured 
the town! of Berohnieudinsek, south of 
Lake Baikal, and had achieved a decid­
ed victory against the Bolshevik for-

PRINCE ARTHUR GEJS 
MONCTON GREETING

Captain Raoul Royer and eighteen 
men ot the St. Male, banker, Notre 
Dame T)e Lagardo, sunk by a German 
raider,* arrived at a port near here 
late last night on a tug which picked 
them up after twenty-four hours at 
sea in their dories. Nine other mem* 
hers of the crew landed at another 
village.

Meets Leading Citizens and 
Compliments Band.

f

POPE DID NOT BLESS 
THE WORK OF KAISER

the com­
manding officer.

an officer of highLL-Col Gingras to 
standing. He went overseas with the 
famous 22nd French-Canadtan Battal­
ion, was promoted u> major on the 
field and later won the D. S. O. for gal­
lant conduct In actio».

He was wounded severely at the 
front.

Special to The Standsrd.
Moncton, Aug. 23.—The special train 

with Prince Arthur and party made a steamer Gone,
short atop at Moncton tnnight and was An AUantic Porti Aug, 23.—(By The

Wednesday T STSLSTSZ 

cheered.11 Memheroot »= city rounrt' 0,w£f
and othar leading clttaena were pre- b ght here today by another British 
sented to th Prince in his car.

Souvenirs of the City Silver Band steamer, 
presented to Prince Arthur who 

sent ' for the president of the band.
Geo. H. Leaman, and informed him 
he had heard of the band which turned 

to* cheer the Canadian

captured officers were from one regi-

Thê Germans offered heavy resis­
tance at Chuignollee «out, w ith the as­
sistance of tanks, the Australians ham­
mered through the enemy and swept 
on, leaving the town and Its environs 
filled with dead Gentians.

New Zealander's Active.
South of Achiet-Le-Grand the Brit­

ish Idid not start today's operations 
bo early as farther tiorth. The New 
Zealanders here stopped work to let 
a German counter-attack develop. 
They “played dead” until the advanc­
ing enemy Infantry was almost on top 
of them. Then they put down a heayy 

barrage just at the rear 
ot the Germans, who surrendered In 
a body rather than be killed in their 
tracks. This happened just north of 
Mlraumont 
were non-comtosloned officers and all 
ot them apeared to be glad that they 
htd been captured. When asked about 
the Austrians, the prisoners expressed 
the greatest contempt for their allies 
as soldiers, saying they were no good 
whatever.

Osservatore Romano Denies 
Statement aqd Tells What 
Pontiff Really Sent.

March on Bapaume.
Gomiecourt, by reason of its terrain, 

apparently was considered the pivot of 
a turning movement, for, once having 
taken it, the British sent troops swing­
ing down south in the direction of Ba­
paume. The Germans on this por­
tion of the battlefront were badly dis­
organized. There were Germans all 
over the place, but they seemed to 
have no Idea of counter-attack. Soane 
apparently did not even know exactly 
where they were.

The fighting south of Gomiecourt to­
day was especially severe. Incidental­
ly this movement cut In around the 
rear of Achlet-LeGrand. At the 
time the British here, having launch­
ed another frontal attack on the ene­
my's stronghold, were again in fight­
ing. While the battle was raging here 
British plane* were heaping thè fight­
ers on the ground by heavily bombing 
or using machine guns against the ene­
my. Among other things obtained were 
several direct hits on a building at the 
rear of which were a number of tour­
ing cars. The building apparently was 
a German headquarters.

South of the Somme the Australians 
were most successful in the part they 
played in today’s battle. They easily 
attained all their objectives and ap­
parently hold Chuignollee, Chulgnee, 
and Herlevllle and are pushing east­
ward of these villages a little dis­
tance to make sure of holding th 

In this region thirty-three German 
Apparently the hard-pressed Oer- officers and 1,600 men of othef ranks

made pieoner. Eleven of the

The Situation. Rome, Aug. 28—Referring to state­
ments appearing in newspapers to 
the effect that the Pope, answering a 
telegram from the German Emperor 
who sent him greetings on his Name 
Day, had invoked a denediction on 
“the emperor’s work” the Vatican or­
gan Romano says:

"This statement is untrue. The Pope 
thanked the emperor for his greetings 
and for the benediction which the em­
peror himself had Invoked ‘on the 
charitable work of His Hlllness'.”

SIXTEEN CARS PILED 
UP INC G. R. WRECK

From the northern edge of the bat­
tle field tb the eouth the situation at 
last reports seemed to be as follows : 
New attacks from the River CojeuI and 
south carried the British across the 
Albert-Arras Railroad embankment 
The British apparently hold Dolry- 
Becquerelle and Boyellee and have 
passed beyond the Arran-Bapaume 
Road.

The troops to tife south, who for 
two days had been fighting for and 
afterwards from the embankment 
stormed forward and reached Hamel­
incourt and are pushing on toward 
Ervillers, Bt. Leger and CrolsUles. 
Airplanes reported that British tanks 
had crossed the road between Ervil­
lers and St. Leger, while some lnfan- 

reportled to be less than a

, FATAL RUNAWAYBad Spill of Freight Train At 
Culligans, But No One In­
jured.

Sydney, N. S„ Aug. 23 —Evangeline, 
the nine-year-old daughter of Private 
McNeill, of Glace Bay, was killed and 
her two cousins, Anna May, 12/and 
Margaret, 15 years old, daughters of
Mr. and Mrs. Alex. S. McNeill,------
seriously injured today when a horse 
being diiven through New Aberdeen 
ran away.

out in Moncton 
boys on their way to the front. He 
complimented the band on its patrio­
tism.

Special to The Standard 
Moncton, Aug. 23—A- bad freight 

wreck occurred this morning on the 
C. G. R., at CuUlgan'e, nqer Jacquet 
River. Sixteen cars on a fast freight 
west bound left the rails and were 
thro^ra in all directions, most of them 
being badly smashed up. Nearly all 
of the demolished cars were empty, 
consequently there was little loss in 
cargos The train was In charge of 
Conductor James Trites and Driver 
Eagles. None of the train hands was 
injured. The roadbed was torn for 
some .distance and traffic was held up 
by the wreck until after twelve O’clock 
The Ocean Limited and Campbellton 
express were 
wreck.

LT. COMMANDER AND 
THREE MEN KILLEDMany of the prisoners

JOS. BINGHAM DEAD

Eighteen Others Wounded By 
Accidental Explbsion on 
United States Warship.

Special to The Standard. Louie Trites Killed.
Special to The Standard.

Moncton, Aug. 23.—Mrs. E. T. Trites 
today received official notice from Ot­
tawa that her son, Pte. Louie Morti­
mer e Trites, had been killed in action 
August 9. Pte. Titter who was the 
eldest soti'of the late E. T. Trites, 
many years paymaster on the I. C. R.» 
went oversea® two years ago with a 
western battalion. Clifford P. Trites, 
private secretary to General Manager 
Hayes, is a brother of the dead sol­
dier.

y Monoton, Aug. 23.—Joseph Bingham, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Bingham, 
and a well known C. G. R. mechanic, 
died this afternoon after a protracted 
illness. He was 40 years of age and 
was born In County Tyrone, Ireland.
He had been a resident of Mbncton
thirteen years. Heeidee his parents, __,a . . . . „
four brother» and three stators »ur- Commencer R. B. White end eighteen

men wounded by the accidental explo­
sion of a depth charge on board the 
U. 8. 8. Orizaba. August 17, according 
to a report by the navy department 
today.

try was
thousand yards west of Ervillers some 
hours ago. At about that time an air­
plane reported that the Germans had 
disappeared from theirposttions north­
west of St. Leger and between that 
town and Hamelincourt and that the 
fighting British found time in the 
midst .of their task to cheer heartily.

British Cross Ancre.
Slightly to the eouth the British 

have crossed the\ Ancre River and 
started back In the general direction 
of Couroelette. Already they are re­
ported to be southeast ot Grandeourt 
This move menaces from the rear the 
German stronghold at Thtepval, which 
Is an old fortress.

Washington, Aug. 23—Lleu)tenant- 
Commander William Price Williamson 
and three enlisted men were killed and

I vive. One brother, Absalom, ^s in 
France, and another brother, Fred, was 
killed in the battle of Paeeoheudaeie

'
Heavy German Losses.

lent year. Deceased was a prominentdelayed west ,at the
Orangeman and Mason.rather than suffer more here.
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