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“While Crew Were Leaving—
Another Ship Sunk,

fiff, Wales, Mar. 31—The Car

hr Burope. She was 383 feet long,
828 tons net and was built and own-

, Mar, 31—The members of

W of the Crown of Castile have
gaved by a French steamer, ac-
piing to the information here, and

il be landed at Havre.

m Waleg, Mar. 31—The crew
of $h8 British steamer Crown ‘of Cas-
‘lh which was sunk by a German sub-
w off the Scilly Islaguds Mon-
d', was landed hepe this evening by
4he Brench steamer Magellan. Mem-
fbers of the crew say that the subma-
it was & much faster bost.than the
wone which had previously chased the

X qut that it took her~ower an
)sto ovgrtake the Crown tof Cas-
2 ¢

was also stated by members of
that the steamer was sunk
p the shell of the sufmarine and
h’ a torpede. One four-inch shell
: " declare, was deliberately aimed
#he bridge of the steamer before
erew had left it. It passed be-
| the legs of an apprentice, who
§ standing by the captain. After
erew got into the boats of the
the Gemmn commander

‘the men cigars.
mgmhers of the ‘submarine’s
it. was asserigd by the men
‘the Crown of Castile, boasted
g the four days previous to
g of the Crown of Castile
batgom they had sunk seven

the
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Subject ' Discussed  Before
Municipalites  Committee
Should Have Been Settled
by City Comimssioners, Says
Chairman Munro,.

Special to The Standard

Frederioton, Mar. 31—A royal bat-
tle over the city council's bill to
amend the assessment act of the city
of St. John was fought before the Mu-
nicipalities Committee today, the com-
batants being a delegation of about
forty of the most prominent business
men and property owners of St. John,
and a delegation of labor men, who

laimed they repr d 4,000 organ-
ized workers.

Com. Potts led the fight for the bill,
and Com. Wigmore and Com. Russell
were on hand to support him. Mayor
Frink was present and gave the com-
mittee some information about assess-
ment matters in St. John, but did not
speak for or against the bill

The contention of the labor men
who supported the measure was that
the city of St. John placed an untalr
portion of the taxes upon the’ work-
ing class, and that if the property in-
terests were assessed at full value
there. would be no need to tax small
incomes.

Thé représentatives “of the proper
ty and business interests who took
part in the discussion, admitted that
they thought the assessment system
could and ought to be amended, Their
main objections to the bill were that
it made no provision for making up
the amount of taxes which would be
cut out by the exemptions on incomes
and that it had the character of class
legislation as it would give laborers
only paying a poll tax of §2 a prepon-
derance of influence in city affairs.

It was pointed out by the spokes-
men. of the Board of Trade that the
commission charter gave’ the com-
missioners authority to appoint a
commission to draft a new assessment
act, and it was contended that the
city council should carry out the stat-
ute and not attempt to amend the act
piecemeal. Keen interest was dis-
played in the arguments advanced by
both sides, and the speakers, when
they made a point, were loudly ap-
plauded by their partisans.

The principal speakers for the op-
osition were J. A. Likely, A. H. Han-
nington, James Pender, W, H. Barna-
by, A. O. Skinner, N, C. Cameron and
Wm, Hawker.

The ‘labor: representatives who
spoke for the bill were C. H. Stevens,
John Kemp, Fred Hyatt, J. L. Sugrue,
J. BE. Tighe, M. Donovan, James Pow-
er and Hugh Beck.

The bill provides for the total ex-
empdon of incomes up to $1,000 from

wel ineludi

thought.at figst,” one of the
officers is i«l'nvx;ot.ed as having
y “that we. would sink you with
but ‘it was decided’ ulti-

,‘that we would give you a

j/the boats were leaving the Crown
e the members of, the crew
¥ that some of the Germans jeered
® men from the steamer, and
y shouted, “Britannia rules
és, does she?”
boats of the Crown of Castile
‘about in the channel for seven
pfore they were picked up.

Another Victim
Mar, 81—The British stea-

. The Flaminian

e U-28 at 115 o'clock Mon-
oon. The crew at once pre-
ts, and at the
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.JUnion; H. Beck, Painters; J. Davis,

n has been sunk by an

fax; an exemption of $500 on
incomes beiween §1,000 and $2,000;
exemption from personal property
taxes on household furniture where
the value does not exceed $500. It
also provides for a reduction of the
$5 poll tax to $2, such tax to carry the
right to vote in city elections.

The Delegates Present
Among the representatives of the

Board of Trade and the Retail Mer-
chants’ A iation in the delegation

1RussuansPus

Passés of the
Hungary; 2 M

Ship quer§ Petition

Next Great Effort is
Carpathians where Russi

British

Awaited — Heavy Fighting in
Making Effort to Force 'Way

London, March 3l-—~Two German
submarines, the U-28 and another, ihe
number of which has not been ascer-
tained, which have been operating off
the west coast of England during the
past few days, have added two more’
British steawmers, the Flaminian and
Crown of Castile, to their list of vic-
tims, totalling five since Saturday
evening.

There was no loss of life on the
Flaminian and Crown of Castile, the
crews of each being given barely time
in which to get into their boats. In
the case of the latter vessel, however,
the submarine fired before the crew
left the steamer, and shelis passed
along the bridge on which the captain
and an apprentice were standing.

The Crown of Castile was sunk by
ghell fire, but this did not prove suffi-
cient to send the Flaminian to the
bottom, and a torpedo had to be uscid.

As an offset to this, a French de-
stroyer rammed and it is believed
sank a German submarine off Dieppe.

As the destroyers have been unable
to round up the submarines operating
on the British coast, ship owners have
petitioned the government to be al-
lowed to atm their ships. This has
not been permitted heretofore, as
steamers could then be considered
ships of war and be sunk wlth)ut.
A A A A AN A AN
Maintenance of Way; J. T. Sharpe,
Carpenters’ Union; A. Ellison, Print-
ing Pressmen; J. Willis, Cigar Ma-
kers; F. Johnson, Street Carmen; J.
Williamson, Street Carmen; M. Dono
van,’ Longshoremen; F. McFarlane,
Street Carmen.

The committee met shortly after 10
o'clock,

Gommissioner Potts.

Com. Potts, the first speaker, sald
there was a great deal of dissatisfac-
tion with the assessment system of
8t. John, and he was glad to see that
his bill. had provoked the attendance
of such a large and influential delega-
tion of business men and labor repre-
gentatives. Most of the business men
present had formerly appeared at
Fredericton to urge the adoption of
the commission form of government
which was charged with the duty of
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So far as acthal ﬂgming is concern-
ed, the official reports contain little
news. The big effort in the west,

GRIT MIDDLEMAN'S “RAKE-OFF
ONARMY BOOTS OVER $15,000

which has been so long awaited, seems
to be still far off, and the operatioas
are fined to an ional atack
and counter-attack, while the airmen
on both sides are kept busy watehing
the opposing force, and dropping
bombs where they might be expectad
to do the most damage.

In the east the Russians are Bold-
ing the Germans in North and Ceftral
Poland, and they are puting forth ajl
theéir strength to force their way
throngh Uzsok and Lupkow Passes,
with the result that some of the heav-
jest and most continuous fighting of
the war is in progress in the Car-
pathians, both sides laying claim to
success,

The Russians, who have already
forced Dukla Pass, are slowly mak-
ing their way down the southern
slopes. of the  Carpathiang into Hun-
gary, and, according to British orit-
ics, must soon compel the Austrians
and Germans defending the two other
passes to fall back, or be threatened
with interference with their communi-

ns.
Australia, which has already sent
is to fight for the Em-
fed-althird, which- prob-
nbly will be accepted, In all cases
the dominions have sent more men
than was onginnlly expected.

Charles E. Slater's Commission Nearly Double Profit Made by
Firm Which Made the Boots—Gen. Hughes Shows Com-
mittee How He Forestalled Graft by Sir Frederick Bor-

den’s Appointee.

pecial to The Standard.

amending the t system.
Then they returned home and went to
sleep, and the assessment act had not
been amended,

He said he had produced a bill after
a great deal of thought, and went on
to explain the provisions of the bill
A man earning $1,000 pays into. the
city $14, being relieved of taxation on
$300. If the man saves $500 and puts
in house furniture his taxes are in-
creased to $24; If he builds a home
costing $2,600, his taxes will be raised
to $90.

Continuing, he regretted the retail
merchants opposed his bill as the la-
borers kept the merchants in business
(applause.) The merchants did not pay
the taxes; they were simply collec-
tors; they added the taxes to the cost
of their goods,

At present the land escaped taxes.
This was because when the legislators

were: W. H, Barnaby, A. H. Haning-
ton, D, King Hazen, W. G. Scovil, F.
W. Daniel, G. H. Waterbury, Frank
Flewwelling, E. R| Machum, A. M.
Rowan, T. J. MacPherson, Wm. Haw-
ker, F. deL. Clements, A, O. Skinner,
E. L. Riging, James Pender, E. J.
Armstrong, H. C, Schofield, J. G. Har-
rison, F. W. Roach, . H. Warwick,
N. C. Scott, J. Willard Smith, J. A.
Likely, R. C. Elkin, W. E. Raymond,
J. P. McBay, F. A Dykeman, O, 8.
Dykeman, George A. Clark, M. E.
Grass, N. C. Cameron, W. A. Simonds,

d|W. B. Bamford, Walter Allison, Wil

Ham Allison, H. Puddington, M. E.
Agar and G. E. Barbour.

The labor delegation included C. H.
Stevens, Cigar Makers’ Union; F. Hy-
att, Local 810 I L. A,; J. SBugrue, Car-
penters’ Union; A, V. Reid, Printing
Pregsmens; J. Kemp, Cigar Ma
kers’ Union; J. O'Brien, District Or-
ganizer A. F, L.; H. Baynton, Paint:
ers' Union; MY. Tooles, Street Car-
men’s Union; C. H, Stevens, Jr,, Cigar
Maker’s Union; A. B. Saunders, Elec-
trical Workers; N. Mereier, Cigar

D,

3
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kers; - J.

dopted the present tax laws they
were all land lords; we were slaves
to the dead past.

‘When the mayor looked into assess-
ment matters he was astonished by
some of the things he discovered.

Mayor Frink objected to personal
remarks, and some of the delegates
raised a point of order, claiming the
speaker should be interrupted.

Com. Potts—His Worship is a pud-
lic servant,

A. R, Slipp—Com. Potts is able to
take care of himself.

Continuing Com. Potts saild when
His Worship looked into the assess-
ment system he was pro!oundly sur-

prised.

Mayor Frink—I was not surprised.

Com. Potts sald 4 estates recpntly
probated for $1,650,0000 had only
paying taxes on an assessed valuation
of $407,000. If other estates were un-
der-valued on the same basis, by rais-
ing the valuations they could get a
great increase in taxes.

A. H. Hannington rose to a polit
of order, claiming Potts was discus-
#ing the collection of taxes and not
his bill;

" A Matter of Robbery.

Continuing Com. Potts said the tax

Ottawa, March 81.—The white light
of day is being thrown on the machi-
nations of Liberal operators to secure,
at the exp’ense of the country, big
rake-offs on war contracts. It was
shown in the boots committee this
afternoon that Charles E. Slater, a
prominent Liberal had made a com-
mission of $15,2756 on 17,000 pairs of
army boots and 22,000 pairs of canvas
shoes, manufactured by the Gauthier
Company, while the Gauthier firm who
manufactired them made a profit of
only $8,650.

How this Liberal middleman came
in again was shown by the fact that
Slater during the Laurier regime had
gold for the Gauthier Company to the
government 3,000 pairs of boots for
the Northwest Mounted Police at
$6.256 to $6.30 a palr, while the Gauth-
ier price was only $5.50.

These are the things the govern-
ment is finding out, and these men
will have to refund. E. Powell, the
Ottawa middleman who got away
with $6,300 on medical supplies has
already had to pay this back.
Took No Chances on Grit Appol

members on some matters they were
inquiring about.

He asked the Ellis firm, of Toronto,
to purchase glasses, he said, because
he wanted “the buying in tl\ hands
of a man he could swear by.”

He saw room for high prices if Col.
Hurdman of the department was al-
lowed te go around the country bay-
ing them up. Besides he hadn't suf-
ficient faith in Hurdman's judgment
to believe that he would not be sway-
ed by friendship. “I know Col. Hurd-
man is a good soldier, but—" sgaid
the Minister.

Col. Hurdman was appointed inspec-
tor of supplies by Sir Frederick Bor-
den, and his actions regarding binoc-
ulars: have brought him under sus.
picion, to put it very mildly. He is
a cousin of the Hurdman the Ottawa
member of the legislature who has
been trying to put one over on motor
truck contracts but' failed,

“Did you give Hurdman any orders
for inspection?” asked Mr, Carvell,

“The only orders we gave him was
to cease buying,” was the reply of
General Hughes.

He added that he had a telephone
message which caused him to think it
would be better to change the system

General Hughes himself took a hand
in the public accounts’ committee
this afternoon and' enlightened the

of purchasing glasses.

Hurdman had been going around
trying to find out where binoculars
could be got.

system of St. John was a matter of
robbery. It was not the men with
money in the bank who paid taxes,
but the man with a small home, and
the laborers generally. Every firm
sent in a statement showing what
wages their employes received, but
the heads of firms did not tell the as-
sessors what their income was. None
of the business men present sent a
statement of income to the assessors.

Here J, A. Likely arose and said
he sent in such a statement last year
or the year before.

Com. Potts—"“You're one
few.”

of the
(Continued on page 5)

T0 ATTEMPT DASH
FOR THE OPEN SER?,

Newport News, Va., March 31.—~Un-
der supervision of the United States
navy, the German converted cruiser
Prinz Eitel Friedrich tonight was fil-
ling her bunkers with coal, 1,500 tons
of which had been delivered alongside
late in the day.

‘When the coal barges arrived at the
ship yards where the Eitel Friedrich
is moored orders were immediately
given Yo bar all approaches for the

o7 REGIME|

Nothing in Agreement Made by |

Laurier Government to Force
G, T. P, to Operate Complet-
ed Eastern Section‘ of N.T.R.

Special to The Standard. .

Ottawa, Mar. 31.—"In regard to de-
grading of the road, I Hiave the highest
authority, that of Mr, B. J. Chamber-
lain, president of the Grand Trunk
Pacific, that we took the right position.
We could take the grades ont for less
than half what the old commisssion
paid,” was the answer of Hon. Frank
Cochrane today to the oft-repated
charges of the Liberals that the pres-
ent government had degraded the N.
TR,

This statement ‘was made in the
course of the debate on the govern-
ment resolution for power to lease or
otherwise acquire that section of the
G.T.P. bétween Fort Willlam and
Lake . Superior Junction, or in other
words the outlet to the Great Lakes.

8ir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. George
P. Graham appeared in their usual role
a8 special pleaders for the G.T.P.
They argued that the N.T.R. was
still incomplete and it was therefore
unnecessary for the G.T.P. to accede
to the government'’s demands that they
fulfill the original comtract by ta.nng
over the road and operating if...
went still further and stated that the
changes made at Quebec without the
company’s consent and the degradation
of the road had relieved the company
from carrying out its agreement to
take over the road at any time.

Hon. Arthur Meighen pointed out
the necessity of the Lake Superior
section to the operation of the N.T.R.
This bill was purely a precautionary
measure in event of the refusal of the
G.T.P. to carry out its contract or any
extended delay in carrying it out. If
such happened the government must
operate the road and they had to have
running rights over this section for
this purpose, If they should take this
section over it would give them a pow-
erful factor in any future negotiations
with the G.T.P. If necessary they
would also take over the company's
elevators and terminals at Fort Wil

’“ZlmA

Laxity of Grit Regime.

The whole trouble, he sald, lay in
the agreement formulated by fhe old
government with the G.T.P. Thére was
nothing in the contract to determine
when the road was completed. 'rhe
eastern sections had been completed
for four years and there was nothing
to force the G.T.P. to operate this.
Chief Engineer Grant had served no-
tice on the G.T.P. that the road was
cemplete for operating purposes. The
G. T. P. refused to accept his decision,
The only tribunal to decide was the
courts of the land. Sir Wilfrid Laur-
fer had delivered us into the hands of
the G.T.P.,, he has handed them the
keys of the treasury, he had given
them an agreement full of wounds, he
had failed to insert any penalty to
guarantee performance of their part of
the contract and finally he now -ap-
peared @ special pleader on behalf of
the company to permit them to edcape
from the contract he had made with
them on behalf of the people of Can-
ada.

Ottawa, Mar. 31—The reports of
Messrs. Bell & King, auditors of the
Railway and Canals Department, into
the cost of the National Transconti-
nental, was tabled today.

It contains some interesting state-
ments. They are particularly difficult,
owing to the terms of the act, at ar-
riving at the cost on a given date
since there are certain claims out-
standing, which will have to be set-
tied in the courts. The estimated
cost of the line when all the works
now under way are completed, and,
estimated at December 31st, 1916, will
be $179,586,877.35, this not being in-
clusive of the interest from January
1, 1915, to December 31st, 1916, on
the portion now completed; the capi-
talization of the rental payable on ac-
count of the Winnipeg joint terminals,
$61,687.60; the capitalization of the
rental payable on account of the Ques
bec joint terminals, $143,325; nor any
part of the cost of the Quebec bridge,
$27,000,000; and may be largely. in-
creased, by reason of court decisions,
The expenditure by the Transconti-
nental commissioners to January 31st,
1914, was $150,420,546.30 net, and af-
ter the gross expenditures, with in-
terest. added Lheraon. which were un-

night.

31, 1014, there

Is left a hlllnca of §169,005, 009.26, be
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Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, March 31.
Murray, Minister of A
ply to an enguiry today
tion ‘as to expenditures
tions to the imperfal g
the Belgian Relief tund.
opposition lender and the
replies follow:

Ques, 1--In what manner
456.54, “contribution to the
relief,” noted in the ﬂ%
penditures to March 1ith,

Ang.—The amount or

“contribution to the Hel
noted in the statement
tures to March 11th, 18185
for the purchase of P
payment of expenses
contribution to Belgl

2—What was the
potatoes or other
buught, and what expense

ed to fraight on same, to L
or other containers, also for:
and barrelling?

Ans~The following i '8
statement of the cost of
mm attaching to

ment:

14,638 barrels of potatoes ..$15

Inland freight

11,000 bags and bank

8,581 barrels

Packing, sorting, ‘ barreling,
bagging and loading

Expressage on bags ...

Demurrage

Insurance

what quantities were bought
each person or firm? L
Ans.—The potatoes for contrib:
tion to the fmperial governm
that to the Belgium were b
one lot and apportioned to
ment as nearly as possible
dance with the actual cost.. .
way 14,638 barrels were ch
the gift to Belgium but as a°
of fact, there went forward
few barrels of 15,000, The
is a detailed statemént of
ties bought from each pe)
as shown in the Belgium
Sussex . Mercantile '
bbls.
Howard F. Dougl
G. T. Pinder—534 bbl
A. W, Currie—265 bbla,
B. C. Mclsaac—863.bbls:
H. H. Netherington—~426
Palmers Limited—278 1&
S. Simkevits—1,074 bbls,
F. J. Young—373 bbls.
Mills-Eveleigh—265 bbls.
Dunfield and Keith—281
G. B. McLaughlan—1,036 bb
Jones Bros.—1,286 bbls.
Hatfield and Scott—1,71
David Proudfoot—393 bl
W, B. McKay and Co.—
Howard C. Trynor—324 b
R, Vallaby—211 bbls.
J. A, McArthur—411 bbls.
G. A, Fawcett—1,383
Total—14,688 bbls.
Regarding an attempt
compare. the cost of sorting
reling the province's gift of
with the alleged cost of the
preparing for shipment.the
going from the York County
for Belgian relief, the minister '
that the “government is advised
a very large proportion of ‘the. W
for the Belgian relief co
City of Fredericton was
charge and that the
sorting of the potatoes for
tee was of an entirely

lonerr‘ proportion, under '.h
ment. for the rental of the
terminals, this the num
the amount which ehi




