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t is Risen.
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atrd 1 st e sought not in the O
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indeed = which in the
firine . s Al 151y npon the
x ti¢ older period had at best
Jay and fur the

m 1o the Hereafter was only “'the
Hehrews of the Old Testa

fent ¢ o shakahle belief in God
W t “ m jehovah, it was not to
fali t to go after other supposed
ile one 1 n or another,

8w ¢ being more attractive

Evendl ‘— { .t} wok  of Feclesiastes —with
all hisg B terialism ~holds unwaver

ingly t t God and Hig presence in human
aftanr 1 ! meeived of God as inter

ested in men in this w i For what might lie b

vomd the ot the vell for them was mnot lifted
It was forithis Bife that then faith laid hold on God
I'he heiPsalm grandly expresses-the firm confid
ence of rew in Jehovah, and it ends
with thg t ote. ¢ For this God is outd
Gvod for ever He will be onr guide even
‘unto death Even unuto death the ancient
Hebrew knew and-trusted God. o Buat death was' the
droppithg of n curtain, and beyond that for him ther
was night, or.at best the ghimmering of a light so

" far withdrawn as to ¢inde any ¢lear apprehension of

either philosophy or faith

But i the New Testament there is neither night
ot wouie faint fore-glimmering of dawn, but glori
oS sunrh w He who savs, 1 am the Resurgec
tion andth f hrings lhife and immortality to
light through tl gospel. ** Even uunto death'’
becomes a direarded  wine skin that cannot hold the
new wine of Christianity Death no longer bounds

the believer s horizon, nor putsa period to his fellow

ship with God I'he fetters.of brass are broken, the
prisoner led forth out of their prison house, and
they who thi r of death were all their lives
snbiject t we, send forth the challenge of faith
inaor 1e in the triumphant cry, 0

iere 18 thy victory | O Death, where:is

who gttentively studies the beginnings of

vty cannot fail to see how intimately and

it is cénnected with the doctrine of the Resur-
rect Melief im the pesurrection of their Lord
and the resurrection of believers through faith in
His name nated and inspired the lives and

preaching of the Apostles and those who labored

with them in the gospel.  The Resurrection of Jesus
iamental and transcendent in all their

wias to them to the
ipof Jesus. the assurance that to their
Master all power in heaven and earth had been giv
It constituted

was a fuct fu
préaching It God's witness
Divine Sonsl

en their commission and their in-
spiration to’' go forth ‘in the face of all opposing
forces, human or satanic, to preach to the world the
Gospel of Shlvation through the risen Christ. Their
faith in Him who was declared to be the Son of
God with power by His Resnrrection from the dead,
the enduement “with the Divine S;'»irit, which had
come to them as the promise and bestowment of the
risen Lord, their assurance of immortality in His
name for themselves and all believers, fitted ' these
men to be the immortal pioneers in a ministry, the
blessing aud glory of which they could themselves
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hut dimly comprehend. It was their sense of victory
in the risen Jesus, their consciousness of fellowship
in the Holy Spirit with the Lord of Life and the
Conqueror of Death, that inspired them to preach
the Gospel of Christ in the face of the world's bigo
try and hate and scorn, and enabled them with joy
ouns spirité to accept the world's reward of martyr
dom

~ Unbelief has always depied the Resurrection and

to day the world’s opposition to this cardinal doc

trine of the \'hn‘slmn faith is not less but perhaps
in any other age

more strenuous than it has been

Doubtless the by the worl

had

growing acceptance

scholarship of the doetrine of evolution has

much to do in inducing a habit of mind which re
jects as absurd.all ‘elaims on behalf of  the super
vatural  Even of those whosstill desire to be called

Christian many hesitate to declare their belicf in the

resurrection ol Jesus But nothing is clearer from

the testimony of the Gospels and the book of the
Acts than that the Apostles thoroughly believed in
their Lord, and, as we hay n,
to be acconntédvior

the resurrection of

their life and ministry are not

apart from.that belief Nothing is more clear than

that Paul had evidence, both in the testimony ol
others and in his own ¢ xperience, which convinced
him beyond the shadow of a doubt that Christ was
visen from the dead. Moreover, taking a wide
view of things, Christianity considered  as

eflvet  demands  the o resurrection  as  a cause,
It is impossible to believe that: the church
wits 8 @ Tecent  writer puls it foupded
upoer »”:“‘ : In view of what Christianity has
been and 18 in view of  the transforming power@it
has éxerted upon the world, in view of the purjty

and nohility of character begotten. of pirit “the
siuintly lives and hevoie achievements which adorn
its annals in view of the o immeasurable superiority
of the Christian religion as it stands world
today n it pirit, its doctrine and its whole
wanifestation -to any religion that is or has been,

An view of these facts we ask. 15 it possiblie to be
fevie that Christianity was founded upon a délusion
and that its first  Apostles and preachers vereled
through myths or misconceptions. to set forth as the
risen and “trivmphunt Son of God and the world’s
Redevrier, a man whose spirit had, like other men
passed through the gates of death into the d 1
. whose hody like other men’s | «

t was only becanse they were 5o fully

ed of the Resurrection of their  Lord and the renl
spiritual fellowship with the risen Christ that the
spostles were able: to preach to the world a gospe

80 charged with the gladness of redemption )
mighty in its assurance of victory over death, It
because they knew, and their successors have assug
edly believed, that jesus Christ s risen from the
dead, that the Gospel of faith and hope has trivmpl

ed over the sinful and sordid natures of men
Destroy or weaken faith in that doctrine, and by 8o

much the testimony of the church is weakened, and
the preaching of the Gospel robbed of its power
Strengthen  in the

tion, and by so much are their souls enlarged and

men  belief in Resurreg
strengthened for all that is noble and heroic in- do-
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ing and suffering.  For they whose faith has laid
hold upon a crucified and risen Saviour have found

deliverance from all their fears.
A
Editorial Notes.

—Alluding to the factof Victoria University having re-
cently conferred upon Dr Alexander Maclaren the de-
gree of Litt, D, the British Weekly says : ‘‘ The honor
is ih the strictest sense richly deserved. Asthe Principal
of Owens College remarked when Dr, Maclaren attained
his jubilee, the great preacher is a master of style. He
has ngver turned his energy away from the work of
preaching and exposition. If he had there is no doubt
he wounld have taken a foremost plaee as a man of
letters.”’

—Itis not easy for us in this country of maguificent
areas and sparse population to concelve of conditions as
they exist in some of the densely populated regions of the
eastern world, The density of population in some parts
of China isilinstrated by the following quotation from Dr.
Condit's very interesting book entitled *‘ The Chinamen
as We See Him.” Speaking of a region lying on the Sun
Ui River in the Province of Canton, Dr. Condit says : “My
assistant pastor whose home is in a village near the great
market town of Chick Hom, says that at night when it is
still, he can stand and calling with a loud voice be heard
in twenty villages, no one of which contains fewer than a
thousand people, Dr. Henry tells of a famous hill near
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Chick Hom from whose top can be seen three hundred
aud ffty villuges averaging not fewer than two thonsand
This is but one flash-light picture, showing how

each
innumernble the people are.’

It is not surprising if the situation in @hina and the
best methods of dealing with the Chinese is better under-
stood in Japan than in the vatious of the West. It issaid
by those who assame to have knowledge of, affairs in the
Orient that leaning upon
Japan and that the Chinese people are looking favorably
upon an flisnce with that country. The Japanese are
reporte ] to be going into Pekin in considerable numbers
and to he gaining a- foothold there that the people of no
other country counld expect to obtain. A large Japanese
school hes been established there, whose ten instructors
are supported entirely by the Japanese Government or by
A Japanese society, and not by the Chinese ; they are
really missionaries of Japanese influence. The Jspanese
also have a police training school in Pekin. It is said
that these movements have the support of Prince Ching.

the Chinese Goverament is

Ouar correspoudent * John Blunt,' in another column
replies to some Btrictures upon the pulpit offered by
* Excelsior ' No doubt
Bri, *Blunt's ' pew 6, viry advautageously situated, so
of hearing avything from the
n se of propriety would deprecate or
condemn, and we hope that our readers generally have
litt) : fault to find with their ministers in this respect. At
we fear that there may be some ground

in a recent issue of this paper,
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t while his se

1€ same tiwe,

for Excelsion's ' eriticisma.  Oc€asfonally, it must be
confessed, one hesrs exclumations in the pulpit which
are an ¢ flence not only to good taste but to reverence,

Such criticlsm does not of course apply to plainpess of
sreech in prerenting the truth, but to the use of epithets
and exclamatidng {n the pulplf, swhich the minister
would not use
shocked to hear
We were

ludy. whore work

owt of the pulpit and which he would be

by others

honored the other day with a call from a
yn behalf of our Porelgn Mission cause
Our friend, Mrs.
hus cultivated a natural taste

deserves most * ention.

Hartley, of I
for

pville
curious and beantiful ohjects, and for some years past
lias given ug

i part  of her house to accommodate a col

lection of have eome into ber hands either
Visitors
who desire to inspect this very interesting collection are

charged

curios which

through the kindness of friends or by purchase

a siall fee, and the money thus received la de
voled to the

mivsion cuus From year to year the col-

lection has grown, urtil it has bécome one of very con
ley erest and value, including many curlos from
n e through the migdonaries or others, stuff

. 1 L animals of forelgn origin mnd muny other
sud besutiful thingy, Judicions purchases, made
from time t ne, also add to the attractiveness of the
collection Ihiis work hus been to Mra. Hartley a source
of it enjoyment and also of culture both of mind and
he It {s n labor of love in the truest sense, for it is a
means of given practical expression to onr sister’s deep
interest in those who are perishing. With the money

thus obteined two school buildings have been erected in
India aud one school is being maintained at an expense
of § wnam. 8o
commendation bat practical euccuragement,
that

work deserves not only
It'may be
some readers of the MKSSKNGER AND VISITOR have
in thelr poesersion besutiful or carious articles which
they would be willing to donste to enrich Mrs, Hartley’s
collection,

per good a

and thus sid in an excellent work

Accordi

ig to the New Vork /ndependeni, what may
be an event of much significance occurred in connection
with the meeting of,u Mission Conference of the Ortho-
dox-church of Russla st Orel last antumn. The refer-
ence is to an address in favor of religious liberty by Mr
Stachowitz, the Marshal of the nobility in the govern-
ment of Orel, who is described as a Russian of the Rus-
sians. This was altogether a new and semarkable note
in the councils of these Conferences which have had for
their principal purpose the devising of ways and means
to spread the influence of the church and to extend its
power over the ‘‘Rascol’’ or Sects. They have voiced the
complaints of the missionaries and their prayers that
the State would take more rigid steps against the
dissenters. Mr. Stachowitz, the /ndependent says, ‘‘de-
clared that in antagonizing religious liberty, the Russian
church authorities had been building its structure in for-
getfilness of the corner-stone. It should be the privi-
lege of everybody to decide upon his religious convictions
and everybody should have the privilege of severing his
connection with the State ehurch if he so desired, and
the State should mot any longer punish such a step.
The address has been widely discussed by the Russian
press and as a rule not criticised so severely as could have
been expected. Bishop Nicanor, of Moscow, has entered
the arena against the bold speaker, but has attampted
rather to explain away the examples of religious intoler-
ance that had beer cited against the present methode,
and does not try to overthrow the principle, The seeular
papers do not seem to know exactly what to say, and it
is suspected that the speaker did not utter his sentiments
without the knowledge of his political superiors. At any
rate these latter have 8o far been silent in the contro-
versy."' :




