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OUR DAY,

Good and evil come to every genera.
. Every age has its harvest of good
things and its signs of promise ; it has
likewise, like weeds briers among
the growing wheat, its traubles, its diffi
its present or impending dan
gers. Today, as in all past generations,
the helps and to faith are
pre t. They are not wise who spend
their strength and sadden their sonls in

and

culties,

hindrances

froitless vighing for the past. They are
not wise who say, *“The former days
were better than these” The former

but if they wers,
fretful man ean

days were not better,
faithless,
It is impossible that
be reversed to

no power of
bring them back
the wheels of time shall
permit ua 45 go
under which

to the couditions
our I i
the backward revolution
something worse than a

L4t us have faith. Let
God, The world
His will, It
moves according to His purpose, reveal
The divine
our

Back
fathers lived
could be. so,
would be to us
disappointment
us be confident in
moves on because it s
ing His omniscient plan,
dand has placed us whers we are;
work and our reward, our battle and our
victory belong to the age in which we
live.

No doubt there are for the children of
(God in this sge peculiar difficulties and
temptations. It is an age which boasts
of scientific attainments and accuracy of
knowledge. 1t boasts its victories over the
fables and superstitions of the past. It is
an sge of unrest and upheaval. All con
clufions that men had reached in the
past must be reconsidered in what is
declared to be the incomparably greater
light of the present. Al that bad come
down from thé past bearing the labels
“fact"” or “truth,” raust be stretched
upon the dissecting table of the scientist
or flung into the crucible of the critic,
that its real value might be determined.
Nor have religious opinions and beliefs
gscaped the scalpel and ghe crucible.
We need not say that many of the burning
questions which this age has discussed or
ia still discussing, are moreorless direct
ly connected with the Biblé and the
faith questions will

Christian Such

readily suggest themselves to everyone

who

has any acquaintance with the
t literature of his time, and we
t pause to name them.
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the Bible other to us than &
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is_not & thing of form but of subwiance
The Bible is the Word of
simply becaw L was pre
f

for this revelation

reve

God to us, not

ous to our |

comes Lo s AOCre

ited na divine Ly ecclesinstical councils
or the consensus of Christian opinion,
but, also, and espe
in itsell the seal and stamp of divine
authority ; because it arouses the consci
ence, claan:e: the heart and brings the
soul into fellowship with God.
meantime, however, u? which we have
nanied is one added t5 other influences
which operate to disturb the Christian
consciousness in this present time, and
to prevent that perfect rest of faich
which the hearts of believers long for,
Bat if this is peculiarly an age of ques
tioning and unrest, it is not therefore an
evil day. Great and manifold are the
peculiar blessings of the present. *“If
‘we would declare and spesk of them
they are more then can bs numbered.”
Theére have always, hitherto, been mino:

scially, bocaase it holds

in the

| Wright,

| church.
|of the

strains mingling ia the music of that
anthem ‘which the church has sung
marching onward through the centuries.
But in a Jarger sense than ever before,
since Christ cams, this is “ a day of sal-
vation.” Like every other age it belongs
to God, and His people are moving for-
ward to final victory.

In this'aze, marked, as we have seen
it i=, by some features of uncertainty
and unrest, it is of great importance
that we should be firmly established
upon the great verities, “the things
which cannot be shaken.” The revela
tion of God in Jesus Christ, the divine
eternal Spirit interpreting and making
real to the Christ and His
word, the Comforter and Helper of the
Christian divine law of
love, indicating in all sges the way of
duty and the path of peace; the prac
tical daty for every man “to do jastly,
to love mercy and to walk humbly with
his God ;" religion which
consists in kesping the life unspotted,
and in showiog sctive
helpfaluess to all who are in need—
upon these impesistiable foundations, it

believer

the psrpetual,

the practical

sympathy sod

& man build, he shall never be confound-
od. The contingencies of oriticlem will
oot alarm’ him.  Qaestions as to who
wrote the Pentateuch sod the Paslms

will not much his soul. He shall

“not be afraid for the terror by night;

vex

nor for the arrow that flieth by day ;
oo that walketh in dark

nor

for the pes

ness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth st noonday” Blessed is the
man whose confidence s not based in
#0mé human opinion or churchly creed,
but whose * refuge and fortress ' Is God
-
AN ADYANCE MOVEMENT AT BRIDGE-
TOWN, X. 8.

Bridgetown is well known by the Bap
tista of these One of our
largest churches is located there, and &
number of our ministers, whose names
are honored among us, have been its
pastors. We need only mention the
late Dr. George Armstrong, who for
twenty years held an influential position
in the community as the scholarly and
faithful pastor ; Rev. John Clark, nqw
of Antigonish, and Rev. W. H. Warren,
of Sackville. The present pastor, Rev.
F. M. Young, is highly esteemed by ‘the
people, and his labors have received
marked approval of the Saviour in spirit
ual blessings to the church. A large
number of conversions and additions
bave taken place under his ministry.

For some time the need of a new
house of worship has been felt, and now
the work of buildng has been begun.
The corner stone was laid on the 9th
inst., in presence of a large audience.
The pastor conducted the services and
made statements in reference to the
work. The honor of laying the stone
was properly bestowed upon Mrs. Young,
the psstor's wife, who was presented
with a silver trowel by Mrs. Abner
Foster, on behalf of the ladies of the

Mr. Geo. H. Dixon had charge
music. Prayer was offered by
ev. R. B. Kinlay. Addresses were
made by Prof. Keirstead, Rev. F. H.
(Methodist,) Itev.S. H.
and'Rev. R. B. Kinlay. The service was
impressive and stimulating. Ofgcourse
Deacon J. B. Kinney, of Yarmouth, is

provinces.

Cain,

{ the architect.

It is expected that the house will be
ready for use about the first of January,
next.

It will be complete in its provi

sions for the service demanded of a
shurch in these days, The cost will be
®0,000 or more. We wish the bréthren

st Bridgetawn all success in this good

indertaking
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paeition, whether want of finsnoial
ability is the resson why our churches
give 5o more for mission work. If the
| churches that are nOL AL present en

| gaged in building would meke efforts on
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Convention Fand, at all in
what the ohurches that
revting houses of worship are doing,
what an incresse would be made in our
funds for denominstional work! And
why can they not ! [ our people feit
the orying memds of the world as they
fosl their own looal needs, what an ad-
vance we might make! And what
spiritual gifts would thereby be brought
to all our people.

wro
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Rev, H. Foshay, of Y . Goon-
ptoddmpulplluwdfnlh on the 28th
ult, and his sermon was highly appré
ciated.

When Does Our Demominational Year
End?

Will you, Mr. Editor, throw some
light on the question of the best way of
regulating, and harmoniz’ ng, And aoﬂeot
ing, and tabulati our
statistics? Of couue statistios are of flr
less importance than the facts which
they are meant to summarize. Yet the
subjsct is worthy of consideration.

We are likely to get into difficulty in
this matter, on account of changes made
by several of the associations. In fact
1 take it we are there already.

Three, if not four, of the seven associa-
tions now hold their meetings in Sep-
tember,—after the Convention. The N.
S. Eastern and the N, B. Western are
both to convene this year on the 11th of
September, the N. B. Southern on the
10th, and the N.S. African will probably
mest in the same month,as they did last
year, and it does not appesr from the
minutes that a different date was ap-
pointed.

Now the first question 1 have to ask is:
Would it not be well for snme person
—aay the president and secretary of
Convention, or, bettoer, the moderators of
these request  the
charches to saend in their letters to the
clerks of the respective associations
immediately 7 Then the statistics (made
up 1o May 31st) may be properly tabu.
Iated, and sent to the chairman of the
¢ mvention committee on the State of
the who will thus be
enabled to prepare a fairly complete re-
port for Convention.

T'he second question is the one at the
head of this article. The blanks for
“Associationsl Letter,” sent out to the
churches in all the associations, I'pre-
sume, indicate that the statistios are to
be made up for the year (“ending”)
ended May 31st, 1891, But acoording
15 the tables: in the last Year Book, one
sssociation made its statistical year end
July 31, 1890, and another association
September, 1590, This year one or two
other sssociztions, which meet in Septem
ber, may decide (or their clerks masy
decide) to obtain the statistics and make
them up for the period ending July 31,
or August 31, be it twelve, or fourteen,
or fifteen months, It is evident that, if
our statistics, as a denomination, are to
be worth anything, this sort of thing must
not continue. 5

There are several ways of overcoming
the difficulty :

1. The associations might give up to
the Comvention the whole matter of
gathering statistics,— in which case har-
mony would easily be secured.

2. If this is open to objection in the
minds 6 brethren who are jealous of the
Convention,—all the associations might
have their statistics made up to May 31,
regardless of the date of meeting, and
the final summagr§~ would then be made
by the committee above named, or by
the secretary of Convention, after the
meeling of the latest association, and no
attemapt be made to report to convention
on this ‘matter until the following year.

3. The statistical year, in all the asso.
ciations, might be made to end June 30,
thus bringing the facts a little nearer to
the date of the report to Convention. In
that case, of course the associations
which meet in June would have to direct
their clerks to receive the. letters and
tabulate the facts during the month of
July, and the reports to these bodies
(after one year) would be nearly a yedr
old.

What course is to be adopted this year ?

Cuurcn CLerk,

assoviations — to

Denomination,

L e
lmm(dlnlc Reforms l)rmamlul at
Acadia.

NO 1L

ACADIA SEMINARY,

A crisis is upon this school. Enlarge-
ment is demanded, and must come. Ad-
vancement or retrogression is inevitable.
The governors ask thirty thousand dol-
lars for building and equipment — a
modest sum for the great needs. Did
our people fully realize this need, the
{ull sum would be in the treasury inside
six months. Thus the yearly pledges
now asked for, to pay the interest upon
the money now necessary to borrow,
might be used to the highest good of
the seminary in providing the highest
type of instruction. But why set apart
s0 much of the proposed building for
classrooms, when from five to eight
thousand dollars will provide the much
needed fire-proof stone library and mu
seum, leaving several classrooms in the
collegé building ? Let us put our money
into meu and women rather than elaborate
buildings.

The governors ask for thirty thousand
dollars. | propose to add forty thousand
more. For what purpose, pray? For
men and women ! Thirty thousand dol-
lars would endow the pringipalship with
& permabent salary of {ifteen hundred
dollars s year. With the remainder I
would establish scholarships of the
annual value of fifty dollars, to aid young
women of ability, particularly those en-
gaged in teaching, whose lack of means
practically debars them from a course of
superior mental culture. - Here are
many of our noblest young women.
Help them to make the most of their
possibilities. The much abused prise
system | Possibly that system's greatest
abuse is its entire disuse.

The endowment is :preparatory to

another reform, viz: An energetic male
principal. May this éven precede the
endowment. This is pot intended in
the slightest to reflect upon the present
efficient principal. I treat the guestion
apon ita own merits. While recognizing
the ability with which ladies have pre-
sided over this school, this presents it-
self to some as @ more excellent way. No
one should.be better fitted to press the
claims of a school upon its constituency
than its principal. For this purpose an
energetic male principal is needed.
Agein this need has a purely education-
al basis, The majority of the seminary
students have had but Jittle training ex-
cept from the female teacher. I make
no claim for the éxcellence of the male
mind, but simply ask if history does nol
show the best results where the minds
of both sexes come in contact? Further,
from the larger number of trained raon,
it is more likely that the most efficient
person could be selected than from the
more limited number of highly educated
women. Again, more definiteness would
be given to the scope and aim of the
school with the proper man at its head.
Is internal testimony to the advisability
of this change needed?
scheme has been proposed to the ladies
of the seminary, and has mot & generous
approval

Thus the present policy of entire
separation from ocollege and academy,
seems false to the highest good of Acadia
Semwinary. Why not continue and foster
more than in the past the policy of stu
dents of the seminary joining in olass
work with those of the academy and the
college? This means the saving of
classroom, and probably of an additional
teacher, the payment of batter salaries,
securing the most effizient teachers, and
the strengthening of scholarship in the
seminary.

Who should be called to this position?
The best man available. Hb is not a
moderately successful and highly re
spected minister. His work is in the
ministry. But he should be one proven
asa (‘aristian, an educationist, & scholar,
and a teacher. Ani to keep pace with
our rapidly developing sentiment of
Canadian nationality, what more fitting
than that he be a Canadian. Such men
may be found among Acadia’s grad

Then, such a |

and prisoners the Episcopal church ser-
vice. We suppose that any other
layman under similar circumstances

The P. E, Isk d Assoclation,

Tml association mel acoording to ap-
with the 8 ide church

would be allowed to do lik , bat
are inclined to think that no such liberty
would be allowed to a dissenting minis-
ter. We know the Methodists of Dor-
chester too well to suppose for a
moment they state what was untrue,
aod therefore take the deliverance of
the conference cum grano salis.

In common with the Methodists of
Westmorland, we believe that the
chapel in the penitentiary should be
thrown open to all evangelical min-
Baptist ministers in the past
done good work in prisons
where~ many of them were admit-
ted, that will stand to their credit
throughout eternity. Two of them in the
prison at Philippi proclaimed the great
truths of Christianity, and a wondertul
révival followed, that resulted in the
couversion of the warden, keepers, guards
and crimioale. A Baptist mivister was
sdmitted to Bedford gaol and did & work
that has been perpetuated until now.
Who that knows our history does not
associate John Bunyan with his wonder
ful allegory, now printed and read in
every languags in Christendom 1
nity alone will revesl the impressions
that sliegory has made on human minds,
The casps | have mentioned are only
two of the many where Biptist ministers
have preached from behind prison bare,

isters.
hwe

Eter

[4is said that the only wet eyss ever seon
among the prisoners in Dorchester peni
tentiary was when s Baptist Indy was al-
lowed to address them on temperance ;
that forgetting the ban under which she
was placed when admitted, she ressoned
not only of temperance, but of righteous.
ness and judgment, sung revival
hymns.

I'he Christian denominations of Dor
chester parish are Catholics, Baptist,
Methodist, Episcopalian, and Presby-
terian. We name them in the order of
their numbers, the Catholics being the
most, and the Presbyterians the least
numerous. The Episcopalians have more
wealth than all the others put together,
pay thelr ministet the highest salary,
and havé that salary supplemented by
the 85.)0 hs receives as chaplain of the

y. The chaplai of the

and

Every effort, too, should be put forth
to strengthen the now excellent scholar-
ship of the seminary, while the fine arts
of music, elocution, drawing and allied
subjects now progressing so favorably,
should be pressed even more vigorously.

R. Oseoop Morsk.
-

A Resolation Proposrd

I am greatly gneved and alarmed at
the state of our educational affairs.
Evidently we have been sound asleep,
snd have been leaving the management
of our institutions in the hands of the
wrong men. Come to think of it, it'is
hardly to be expected that old men like
Dr. Sawyer, Dr. Ssunders, B. H. Eaton,
and the other members of the Board
would know how to runm a college or an
academy in these modern times. They
may have gone to college when they
were- young men, but that was so long
ago, and the college of that day was such
a mean affair that you could not expect
them (o know the appalling needs of the
collegs of to-day. And as to an academy,
why, of course, they don’t know the first
thing about it.

Now, Mr. Editor, in view of this un
fortunate condition of things I rise to
make & motion :

Resolved, That the present members
of the Board of Governorgsbe politely
requested to resign, and fhat the new
Board chosen from some of the
brainiest of the young men in the classes |
of "00 and '91.

1 limit the gelection to these two
classes because their parchment is still
fresh and clean, and they ought to know
what is needed if anybody does. H.

i -
Which is Mistaken—The Dorchester Clr-
cuit Meeting, the Sackville District
Meeting or the Conference ¥

At a meeting of the Dorchester Cir
cuit, on the 15th ult, a resolution was
carried with the following preamble
“ Whereas, under the present arrange
ments the resident Methodist minister
is not allowed access. to the Dorchester
penitentiary in his ministerial capacity.”
This preamble and the resolution an
nexed was reaffirmed by the Sackville
District Meeting, held in Moncton, on
the 18th ult., and then recommended to
the favorable considerstion of the Coh
ference. On the 27th ult., the memorial
containing the resolution was read at
the conference, then in session at St
Stephen, and in the report it is stated
that “the discussion brought out the
fact that no Methodist minister was re
fused admittance to the penitentiary at
Dorchester when he requested it.”
Here in Dorchester the preamble to the
resolution has been received as the un
doubted truth., Ministers not connect-
ed with the Catholic or Episcopal
churches are admitted to the peniten.
tiary on the same terms as laymen, on
certain days by paying a fee of twenty-
five oents. We only know of one ocase
where & person not i “holy orders”
was allowed to conduct service there.
When Mr. Gow, a probationér of the
Presbyterian church, was here on one
oocasion during the absence of the Epis-
copal chaplain, the former took his
place and read to the guards, keepers

[

P
peni iary, and we are infc d it is
80 with all the penitentiaries in the Do-
minion, has always been held by an Epis-
copalian, and Episcopalians are to day
receiving as such chaplains out of the
Dominion treasury $3,050; in other words,
other denominations pay the largest
part of that amount to support & church
with which they are not in sympathy,
and in the teachings of which they donot
believe.

While we do not see how Baptists
can be in any way pecuniarily benefited

lt 10 o'clock a. m., Friday, ‘July 3. The
association was called to order by the
moderator, Rev. R. H. Bishop, and a balf
hour was spent in devotional exercises.
Bro. Arthur Simpson was appointed
clerk, and the list of delegates was read
by the clerk, after which the association
adjrurned to meet st 2 o'clock p. m.

When the association reassembled at
2 p. m,, the duty of electing offi zers was
taken up and resulted in the choice of
Rev. J. A. Cahill, moderator; Bro. A.
Simpson, clerk ; Bro. J. G. Clarke, assist-
antclerk, and J. G. McLeod, treasurer.

Bro. A. Simpson, for the commities on
Denominational Literature, presented
the report, which was received and laid on
the table. Tae committee on Sunday-
schodls reported through its chairman,
Bro. W. B. Howatt, and was also received
for discussion. Revs. A. Freeman,. J.
Miles and Bro. W. J. lilsley, lic., were
called to the platform snd welcomed to
the association.

FRIDAY RVENING,
This session, after devotional exercises
conducted by Bro. W. J. Ilisley, lic., of
Alberton, was devoted to a disoussion of

read by Bro. W. B. Howatt, who was also
the first speaker. In emphas'zing some
points in the report, Bro. Howatt spoke
of the importance of the teachers’ meet-
ing. Every means should be employed
to make the work of the teacher as
effsctive as possible, and one great
means for doing this id the mutaal study
of the Word by the teachers. Wherever
this is possible, and generally it is
possible, it should not be neglected.
The report showed that there had been
s gratifying increase in the contribu-
tions of the schools within the associa-
tion. Some schools were doing well in
this respect, but in many there was great
room for improvement. The contribu-
twons of the schools, he believed, should
g0 to soms bsnevolent object, The
young people should be taught to give,
not in order that they might receive, but
because they had received. There could
be no better way of training the young
people to feel an interest in missions
than to train them to give regularly to
their support.

Bro. George McNeil, the next speaker,
said that those who had received a bless-
ing were bound to strive to mike others
sharers in it with themselves. This was
binding, not only upon those who were
called to preach the gospel, but upon
all who had been blessed with & know-
ledge of the divine truth and salvation.
The teacher shoald prepare for his work
as carefully and conscientiously as the
preacher does. Bat with all possible

by a change in the ohaplaincy of the
penitentiary, as it is contrary to their
principles to accept state aid, we yet
think .that the doors of a public insti
tution, in which all are alike interested,
should not be closed against Baptist min
isters desirous of preaching the Giospel
to the unfortunstes.imprisoned there.
If two Baptist ministers in one night,
under divine inspiration, were able to re
store to society, not only as reformed
men but ns Christians, the inmates of a
Philippian prison, might we not e£pect
similar resulis in the present day from
the successors of the ministers whose
preaching produced such glorious results
All evangelical ministers should be al
lowed on Sundays, when they cén spare
the time, to enter, after previous ap
pointment, each of the penitentiaries of
the Cominion, and, from the pulpit in
the chapel, preach to the prisoners who
desire to hear them. In churches built
by themselves no one disputes the right
of Episcopalians to say to the ministers
of x)(\,har denominations, “ Stand aside for
we are holier than thou;” but in the
chapel of a penitentiary 'no such rule
should exist, and the prisoners should
have the same right to say who should
minister to them there that they would
if at large.

We suggest that the rule that should
be made to govern penitentiaries in this :
that the preferences of the prisoners
having been sscertaived esch Sunday
morning, they should be formed into
squads, and under the guards and keep
ors who were connected with the church
they professed, each squad should be
marched to the church of their prefer
ence, and thers allowed to worship in
nocordance with the diotates of their
consciences Cuas. E

Kxarr,
8. 8. Assooiarion.—~The Tth annual
seasion of the Kiogs Co, N. B, Sunday
school Association was closed at Hamp
tou, on Friday evening of last week, by
& public mesting in the Baptist ohurch,
These meetings were inleresting, com
mencing on Thursday in the Methodist
church, when & paper on “ Our sim in
this convention " was read by Rev. A,
Luens. The Rev. T. ¥. Fotheringham
delivered an address on “Our Text
Book,” and the Rev, G. O, (iates disous
M“Howtolmdythoﬁnoh”
-
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prep ion, love must be the inspiring
principle or there will be no success in
the work. There is great reason for
love: “ we love l/s::nue He first loved
us”

Bro. W. J. [llsley spoke of a ‘thorough
knowledge of the Scriptures as essential
to the equipment of the teacher, but
knowledge in itself was insufficient. The
love of Christ must be in the heart to
make knowledge effectusl. The grand
parpose of the teaches must be the
salvation of the unconverted and the
development of those who are Chris-
tisns. Much effort was needed to draw
the child into the Suaday-school,
and much loving-and patient effort was
necessary to do them good after they
had become members of the school.
But the restless and mischievous boys
who most tried the teachers' patience,
often made the best and brightest Chris-
tians when converted.

Rev. J. A, Gordon said there were
doubtless some things which were im-
possible, but things which were counted
impossible were often not so- really.
One of the possible things he knew to
be to electrify people with interest in
the study of the Word of God. e had
found'it possible to hold his Bible class
together, in Charlottetown, against any
outside attraction that migtt be pre-
sented. The hope for the future of
communities and nations s in the train-
ing of the children. The most impor-
tant part of this training consists in
imbuing the young minds with the facts
and principles of the Word of God. We
think we recognize the importance of
this, but it is to be feared we do so only
in a feeble way. God who made man
has given His Word for man's guidance,
and no life can be a suocess which is not
lived in accordance with that Word. In

f to the ad t of the
kingdom of Christ on earth, the study
of the Word is most important; when
the hearts of the parents turn to the
children, and the hearts of the children
0 the parents in mutual desire to teach
and learn the Word of God, then will
come the crowning success of Christian
work. From s patriotio point of view,
also, the training of the young in know-
ledge of God's truth is immensely im-
portant. Only through the influence of
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