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FOSTER DEFENDS HIMSELF;
AYLESWORTH ATTACKS

W §

Insurance Commission
and Unfairly Operated as a Machine
to Ruin Him, Says Mr. Foster.

I_ic \Dcnuunccs ‘the Report and Denies Many of Its

= Conclusions — Took No
- Aylesworth Compares

ager McGill, and Accuses Him and Others of

Graft

« i

OTTAWA, Ont., April 10.—Hon, G
. Foster today made his statement
on the insurance commisison’s report.
The minister of justice replied to him.
~ The gallerfes and the house were
_were crowded in anticipation, and Mr.
Foster was closely listened to through-
~ out the two and a quarter hours his

ispeech lasted. Mr. Foster defended
" himself and attacked the insurance

commission.

On motion to go into committee of
supply, Hon. Mr. Fielding stated that
the cost of the insurance inquiry had
been $105,000. The cormmissioners got
"$80 a day each and travelling ex-
.penses. Mr. Shepley, the counsel, got
-$100 a day and travelling expenses and
expected in addition a general fee in
proportion to his services. Mr. Tilley
got $50 a day and travelling expenses.

Mr. Foster was cheered by the op-
‘position when he arose to make his
speech. He sald he had o apology
to make; that should come from oth-
ers. The impression had been screated
that he had brought himself in the
' position to be censured by dismissal
from the house. Though his conduet
" had been the subject of inquisition he
was prepared to state that no, charge
would be .brought against him in the,
‘house. The insurance commission soon
became regarded as a piece of machin-
ery to break opponents to the govern-
ment party. It had gone outside its
powers and inquired into business and
into the -affairs of private parties in
no way related to insurance. His name
had been brought in and he had been
challenged to clear himself. He was
here and appealed to the house and
press to weigh his statement fairly
and give the publicity to his defense
that they had to the attacks upon
him.

He made the statement to the house
which he had made before the commis-
sion, that that body had overstepped
jts powers. It had deprived men ap-
pearing before it of the rights of a
Canadian citizen; representation by
counsel, the rights of cross-examina~
tion, and knowledge of charge pre-
ferred, (Opposition cheers.)

The Montreal Witness was not &
paper which was particularly partial to
him, but even it recently had com-
mented upon the inquisitorial charac-
ter of the commission, raising the
points to which he had referred . In
other words, a most skilful and ingeni-
ous attempt had heen made by means
of that investigation, so far as it con-
cerned the Independent Order of For-
esters and the Union Trust Company,
an- attempt which to a certain extent
had been successful, to shift the .re-
sponsibility from the shoulders of
those on whom it ought to rest to his.

e

Charges Unfair, Says Foster

The result of the report of the com-
mission had been to give rise to im-
pressions which practically ameunted
to charges. The charge had practical-
ly been made that he had squandered
and imperilled the funds of the order
and the member for Carleton had said
that as a Forester he had the right to
inguire in.the house as to what had
become of the order’s surplus. it

In 1901, when he took charge cf the
Union . Trust Company, the Foresters
had a surplus of $5,250,000, and when he
went otu of the company in 1906 the
syrplus.. was $10,000,000. The memher.

for Carleton would naturally turn to |

the pags of  the commission’s re-
port to find out what had be-
come of tha. surplus, but he

would look in vain. (Opposition cheers.)
That meant that a commission appoint-
ed specially to look after investments
of insurance companies looked after in-
vestments of insurance companies
duoted Hon. G. E. Foster, but was very
careful not to go into a large propor-
tion of surplus funds before Mr Foster
went into it. (Opposition cheers). On
the assumption that he was solely re-
sponsible for Foresters’ investments,
which was the assumption of his op-
ponents, he quoted figures showing that
in five years, from 1901 to 1906, that he
acted as manager of the Union Trust
Company he made a total ' profit of
$526,874 for the Foresters and for the
Union Trust Company. He claimed
that no other trust compgny in Can-
ada could show in its first five years
anything approaching to the profits he
had quoted. .

He also denied the statement that Mr.
Foster was the company, for no con-
siderable investment was made until it
had been discussed by the board of di-
rectors, and he had combatted the idea
of a large board because thereby re-
sponsibility would be shifted toa com-
mittee, and practically throughout the
board had been most assiduous In its,
attention to business, !

Not Alone Responsible

A director as well as a manager was
governed by law, and it was unfair as
well as untrue to make him absolutely
responsible. He was not responsible:
for forming the Union Trust Company,
and he had no part or lot in making the
investments of trust funds of Forest-
ers. The supreme court made theé in-
vestments and after they had made the
investments he was handling the
Unign Trust Co.'s funds under
the laws of Ontario. It was absolute-

>

Maliciously

Commissions, He Says—
Foster with Bank Man-

ly & misrepresentation to represent him
as inveésting trust funds of Foresters
aquoted the amount of money they put
into the stock of:the Union Trust Com-
pany. Mr. Foster proceeded to quote
from the evidence of Dt. Oronhyatekha
and from the: charter of the Union
Trust Company to the share powers
of investment by the Foresters.

The capital they put into the Union
Trust Company could be invested un-
der the laws of the Trust and Loan
Companies of the country for general
investment and they could be invest-
ed on security of real or personal pro-
perty and he challeng>d any man to
point out any security or investment
which cuntravened their powers.

The Montague Land Deal

Proceeding to take up the question
of the Montague land deal, Mr. Foster
saild the whole gist of the report was
the charge which had been made boldly
not to say beoldly formulated' against
himself by Mr. Bourassa. He did not
accuse the member for Labelle of pre-
judice because he had naturally gone
for his authority to the report of the
government commission, but . he took
the liberty of calling his attention to
the fact that the report was a mis-
representation of facts. But it was a
pretty rough charge to throw at a man
aeross the -floor of the house of com-
mons and rougher still when a man
could sit back on-a government com-
mission’s report and, put the responsi-
bility of making that charge upon it.

¥Te had been accused by the com-
mission of forming that syndicate in
order to loaw the Trust Company’s
funds to himself, and second he was
charged -with receiving a commission
from ‘either party who gave the money
or from the syndicate of which he was
a member, In other words he was ac-
cused of putting the Trust Company’s
money into his own pocket. In March
1902, Pr, Oronhyatekha and Mr. Mec-
Gillvary who were custodians of For-
esters’ trust funds and Dr. Montague,
deputy chief ranger: of the order, ar-
ranged to lend $130,000 out of the For-
esters’ funds to themeslves for the
purchase of certain lands, and they
invited him to go into the syndicate.
He would take his own responsibility
but hefore God he would not take an-
other man’s if it was to his trust. He
was not & member of the order's
supreme court or of the order, and had
nothing to do with their money or its;
investment. He was simply invited to:
join a syndicate of four to borrow |
$130,000, which was loaned on security |
of the mortgage on land and as an un-
interested party so far as the order
was concerned he had a perfect right
to borrow that money.

From March, 1902, to May, 1803, that
business went on entirely outside of
the Unfon Trust Company. The Union
Trust Company had no right to buy or
sell land. They had nothing to do ex-'
cept simply to take the place of Dr.
Montague, hold titles of land and re-
convey them to persons who bought
them according to the directions of
syndicate. The syndicate managed la-
ter-negotiations through himself, they
being in contact with one another and
looking over lands and deciding upon
what:: terms should be. Some 44,000
deres. were bought before Union Trust
Company even in. that capacity had
anything to do with it. Some 80,000 or
70,000 acres were bought after that. The
Union Trust Company became a hold-
ing trust in place of Dr. Montague for
44,000 acres. 1 5

That syndicate he maintained had a
right to carry in its business as it
pleased.

Those Commissions

s

On the first transaction there was an
agent’s commission. The agent offer-
ed half of it. We took §5,000. The
commission was taken by the syndi-
cate managing its own affairs, a syn-
dicate composed  of Dr. Oronhyatekha,
Mr. McGillvary, T5¥. Montdgueé and
himself. Lenders antl' borrowers both’
agred to the taking of half of the
commission from the agent. They
might call it prospective profits, ‘but
it was the whole transaction. He ‘did
not get that commission; it was dis~
tributed. The second transaction. ,was.
on exactly the same basis,but throughnj
out the whole record of the ’evidence
they would not find that the -virtuous
Mr. Shepley and the highly honorable
commission made a single inquiry.into .|
the purchase of these 44,000, acres. Did
the first transaction go by . the board
because Mr. Foster was not'in:it,-and
was the secona investigated- because
Mr. Foster was in it? , He asked Judge
MacTavish to answer that like a man,

Mr. Foster then dealt' with the charge
that he 1ad accepted a-bribe in the
shape of a commission ,in the Kam-

Bret (ORSETS

They are the smartest mo-
dels. known to the Corset
Manufacturer’s art,science
and sense having achieved
a wonderful triumph.

Prices range from $1.00 to $6.00.

f Will Improve Your Figure. :

loops transaction. The commission had
ruthlessly paraded Mr., Fowler’s busi-
ness before the public in his absence,
had obtained his bank books and
found a check for $2,500 to him (Mr.
Poster) and one for $100 in favor of
the leader of the Opposition. He was
stripped absolutely bare by Mr. Shep-
ley as to his financial standing.

“I have been 22 years in publié¢ life
of this country,” said Mr. Foster, *I
have stolen nothing; I have not used
my opportunities to amass a fortune.
Today I stand before parliament Of
this country under bare poles, and I
am not . ashamed to say so, but God
forbid that any men appointed in the
King’s name should make me a financial
object before the country. It has been
said that my volce grew temse in ap-
proaching this subject. No wonder!
For all I have is the ability that God
gave meé—my power to work, my char-
acter, gnd my reputation, and I will
fight to the last ditch before I let any-
body rob me of them. (Opposition
cheers.) %

“I told Judge MacTavish that I would
spread the whole thing before the com-
mission if they wished, but he said
that it would be quite satisfactory. No
olher witness was called. They had
my denial, but yet in the report it is
stated that of this money at least
$2,600, probably $7,500, was paid to me.
Have one of you read the evidence ?
If members of parlHament hawve not,
then what will a man in London, who
has known me as finance minister,who
had not the opportunity of seeing this
evidence, think ? The evidence might
as well be hid in Hades, and that 1s
the abandoned maliciousness of there-
port. (Opposition cheers.) That is the
maliciousness of the judgment by
which I am eondemned before the coun-
try and the world and the extenuating

circumstances including my denial
on oath, are hid in ar-
chives. Twenty-five years hence

some slanderer will arise in this
house and point to the report. I will
not be near to meet my traducer, but
through the ringing years of the his-
tory of this country will go that damn-
able record with its falsity to the utter
abandonment of all sense of honor and
truth. I ask Judge MacTavish how he
dare put such a malielous finding on
record. (Opposition. cheers).

Proceeding, Mr. Foster combatted
the statement that the business of the
trust company was speculative. In-
vestments -in lands, business and lum-
ber were commonly carried on by such
companies and banks.

The Fowler Land Deals :

In regard to the land deal in whieh
he engaged with Messrs. Wilson amd
Mc@Gillvary in respect of the Great
West Land Company he Ilrad denied
that he had had any connection with
Pope and Fowler, and he pointed out
that when the land was sold at an ad-
vance of 50 cents an acre to the Great
West Land Company they had re-
ceived payment in stock.

They needed the money, and he took
the matter to the Union Trust Com-
pany, and they talked it over, and af-
ter taking the opinion of Judge Boyd
on its legality they agreed to advance
the money. Mr. Wilson, Col, McGill-
vary and himself agreed to pay 6 per
cent. and to mortgage all their assets
as a security and to give the company
a bonus of 237% shares of stock. He
had already ziven denial of the state-
ment that they had no security, and

| he denied it again. The very first docu-

ment relating to the transaction gave
the Union Trust Company a lien over
every acre of those lands. Turning to
the finding that he did not disclose the
transaction to the .directors of the
Union Trust Company he produced a
document signed by the parties to the
transaction and claimed that no docu-
ment could have been more explicit.
With regard to the suggestion -that
there was a risk in the transaetion he
held that the lands, situated as they
were, afforded a prime security for the
loan that was placed upon it, and from
the start there was not a shadow of
doubt of there being any risk. In all
that transaction not a dollar of money
of the Union Trust Company went to
himself or to McGillvary or Wilson,
There was no law which made it il-
legal for directors to .sit on two
boards.

That he thought finished the charges
against him, and if his statement was
true had he not a right to say to the
house that it was an outrage that such

a report should be put on the perman-,

ent - records of parliament. (Opposition
cheerg). .Had he ngt a right to ask the
house in common -honesty to him if
his statement were true that they or-
der that report back to the commis-
sion for amendment; for erasions
where erasions were necessary; for
statements which were full where con-
cealed statements were made; for a
plain statement one way or another,
instead of insinuation? If a commis-
sion were to be allowed to travel all
over the country and inquire into pri-
vate affairs what security had any
party in a minority? A damnable
wrong had ben done to him, and so
long as he had breath he should pro-
test against it. -

 Mp. Mr. Aylesworth’s Response

Mr. Aylesworth said Mr. Foster had
fhade repeated reflections regarding
the intentions of the insurance com-
mission and especially of the chair-
man of the commission and the gen-
tleman who conducted the inquiry. Mr.
Fister had taken exception to an in-
vestigation into what he termed pri-
vate matters and ‘private business in
which only he and his associates were
converned.

Mr. Foster had Sought to convey the
impression that the commission from
the moment of its organization, or at
all events from the moment it took
up the investigation of the affairs of
the insuranee body with which Mr.
Foster was more or less identified was
animated by the sole desire to secure

| political advantage and was conduct-

manner
had pre-

Jdn &
it

ing that
different

inquiry
from that
viously follogwed. The gentlemen
who composed this commission,
were men of prominence, standing and
reputation in the country. He thought
that the péople of Canada would credit
the commission with the honest inten-
tion to do its duty without fear, favor,
partiality or affection. The commission
occupied literally a position not differ-
ing in principle from that of & coroner

and a coroner’'s jury engaged in an in-
vestigation Into the possibility of some
happening that might necessarily be
brought afterwards before the courts
of the land.

Upon any such investigation there
was in no sense a prosecution and
there was none in the present case.
There was an investigation; that was
2 necessity. There was the calling of
witnesses; that was a necessity. Mr.
Foster complained that no charges
against ' hjm were formulated. No
charges were.. formulated in any in-
stance, and for the very good reason
that this was not the office or purpose
of the commission.

Foster Contradicted Himself

Mr. Aylesworth, quoting from the
evidence, gave the language of Mr.
Foster at the close of his evidence be-
fore the commission when he was ask-
ed whether there was in existence and
in his possession  anything throwing
light upon the matters upon which he
had been examined. Mr, Foster replied:
“No, you -have searched me right
through.”

Then, in arguing his case before the
commission, Mr, Foster concluded with
these words, whicH, Mr, Aylesworth
said, he had read with some astonish-
ment in view of what they had heard
that day: “I thank you, your honor,
for allowing me to make this statement
and I do not think that I shall leave
this box without acknowledging your
unvarying courtesy to me. Though I
have sometimes had the audacity
to question your ruling it has been
on a question of principle and nothing

of course. I do not think
I ought to leave, either, without ac-
knowledging that so far as Mr. Shep-
Yoy is concerned he has treated me with
unvarying courtegy, and all who have
been associated with him, the officers
and others, have been more than kind.” |

Mr. Aylesworth said that under the
circumstances, in view of the magni-
tude of the inquiry, it was late in the
day to make the mrgument before the
house or country that any special de-
gree of hardship or of eruelty was ex-
hibited by the commission with regard
to the Order of Foresters, er to the
Union Trust Company, its creatures
and ite alter ego, or with regard to
the conduct of the manager of the

Union Trust Co. Mr. Foster. Mr.
Foster had presented his case befors
the house upon the fouting that the
Union Trust Co. wns a different enrtity
from that of the I. O. F.; that he was
in no semse accountable to the Order
Foresters as being in their employ-
ment or handling their money. But if
the house looked at the article of in-
corporation and at the .circumstances
under which that company was
brought into existencs, they found over
the signature of Mr. Foster the state-
ment that out of two million dollars’
capital stock no‘less a sum than
$1,966,000 was the property of the I. O.
. ‘Thm figures established this:
That the capital stoek of that company
and the money invested in it consisted
of $499 of the Foresters’ money to
every dollar of anybody else. In that
state of facts the language of Mr.
Hellmuth, counsel for Ontarie, when
he called the Union Trust Co. simply
the creature of its creator was surely
fairly justified.

Foster Compared With McGill

Mr. Foster had stated that in no
sense had he ever put in peril any
of the money of the I. O. F', Mr. Ayles-

HARRY K. THAW’S FATE
NOW IN HANDS OF JURY

e

Fates Dealt Unmercifully With Him
Yesterday and Prisoner

is Downcast.

Jcromc"s Final Agument Was Scathing Attack Upon

Thaw’s Wild Life, and Judge’s Charge Considered

to be Decidedly Unfavorable fo the Prisomer—
Verdict May Be Announced This Forenoon—Law-

yers for Defense Are Gloomy.

’_—

Dislrict Altormey. Jerome '

worth ventured with all due respect
to take direct issue with this. These
moneys, he submitted, were literally
imperilied. He was not a Forester and
he had not the right to ecomplain but
if he were interested as a member of
the order he thought he shouldVhave
every right to eomplain of what had
taken place. Only twelve months ago
the manager of the Ontario bank was
engaging in a oareer of investment of
speculation in stocks. That transac-
tion resulted disastrously in the fail-
ure of the bank., These moneys were
imperilled and the manager was today
in the penitentiary. But in the present
case moneys which were even more sa-
oredly trust funds were sunk in the
purchase of unimproved lands, which if
they happened to go up in price would
produce a return to those who put
their money im, while on the other
hand if they beeame stock in the mar-
ket it would mean the loss of every
dollar that was invested and would
result as disastrously as the similar
efforts of the manager of the Ontarlo
Bank had resulted. That was what he
called imperilling funds, ‘trust funds
and most assurdly that was not the
invesiment of trust funds in the way
ocontemplated by the statutes of the
country.In that position it was not only
proper to be investigated by the
the commission, but a circumstance, lie
submitted, fully justifying the observ-
ations of the commission in regard to
it, that in the course of the investment
in lands in the Northwest which were
made by the manager of the Union|
Trust Co. commissions were paid in
cash by that company to its manager.
The moneys were a part of the gen-
eral trust funds which were paid into
the hands of that body for investment
under the terms he had described, and
they had no right to be diverted from
that purpose to any other.

Foster's Commissions

fTurning to ‘the circumstances under
which the commissions were paid to
Mr, Foster, Mr. Aylesworth sald no one
would dispute the correctness of the
general principle laid down in the min-
utes of the Union Trust Co., "that it
was a very unsafe and unwise prac-
tice that any one employed by
that company should receive a
commission from the opposite side.
It stood as a conceded thing that the
payment of the flve thousand dollars|
was in fact made to Mr. Foster him-
gelf, that it was made by a check of his
own company, the Union Trust Co.,
which doubtless could not have been
issued without his personal knowledge.
That check was issued expressly as
one-half of the commission of ten
thousand dollars which was being
paid by the owners of the property then
being purchased by the company, and
was exactly what it purported to be,
a commission of five thousand dollars
upon the transaction. So far as Mr.
Aylesworth was able to see the views
expressed by the commissioners were
not open to eriticism.

Dealing with another transaction of
a similar character Mr. Aylesworth
said the evidence was contradictory.
He discussed at length the Swan
River lands transaction, reading the
correspondence between Mr. Pritchard
and Mr. Foster. He said that, as wasy
asked by Mr. Foster, a cheek to him
(Foster) was issued for commission at
the rate of twenty-five cents per acre
of the 9,928 acres or $2,480. That was
asked for in Mr. Fester's letter in dis-

NEW YORK, April 10.—Harry Ken-
dall Thaw's fate is in the hands of the
jury. The trial which has been in pro-
gress since January 23, came to an end
at 5.17 o’clock this evening when the
twelve men who are to pass upon
Stanford White’s slayer, retired to Je-
llc¢rate upon a verdi:t. 'Th: geicral
fmpression prevailed that a decision
would be reached before morning.

After considering the case for an
hour and a half, the jury was taken to
the Broadway Hotel for dinner and in
the meantimé Justice Fitzgerald ad-
journed court until 9 o'clock. He did

not then indicate how late he would re-

main at the court house.

From the opening of court until the
jury retired, the fates dealt unmerci-
fully with Thaw. Beginning with Dis-
trict Attorney Jerome's final argument
and throughout the judge’s charge,
Thaw had to listen to a scath-
ing attack upon his wild life and nar-
rative of hard facts which strip-
ped his deeds of the halo of chivalric
glory which his own attorneys had
thrown about him. The judge’s charge,
lasting about an hour, was a concise
and intelligible outline of the law and
gave to the jury.the alternative of ren-
dering any of the following verdicts :
Murder in the first degree; murder in
the second degree; manslaughter in
the first degree, or not guilty on the
ground of insanity. The statute gov-
erning the plea of insanity was defined
clearly, much stress being laid on the
fact that an irresistible impulse had no
\pla.ce in the law.

The judge also infortned the jury
that an illusion, unless if the fillusion
is true, might result in injury of the
man suffering it, could not be accepted
as an excuse,

Altogether, the charge, while con-
sisting principally of a complete ex-
planation of the law, was considered
by those who have followed the trial
as adverse to the defendant. This fact
was indicated by exceptions which the
attorneys for the defendant took be-
cause the judge had failed to include
any of their prayers. ;

Thaw “was much depressed by the
judge’s words and could not suppress
his feelings. He left the court room
dejected and with apparently Ilittle
hope left for an acquittal.

A few minutes after 11 o’clock Jus-
tice Fitzgerald called up Captain
Lynch of the court police squad on the
telephone and asked if there was any
likelihood of a verdict being reached
tohight. On receiving a negative re-
ply he ordered that the jury be locked
up in the jury room until tomorrow
morning at 10.30 o’clock.

It is believed, however, that should
the jury reach a verdict tonight Jus-
tice Fitzgerald will consent to come
down town tomorrow morning at an
earlier hour than that stated:

Chaplain Wade of the Tombs visited
Thaw in the prisoner’s pen shortly be-
fore 11 o’clock tonight. He and Thaw
have become firm friends since the lat-
ter was incarcerated, :

(Continued on Page Nine.) '

tinct and unmistakable terms as a
commission. on: the sale .of these lands
to the cempany.pf which,K Mr, Foster
was then the paid manager, and that
amount was received and had not been
shared with anybody.

Passing to the Great West Land Co.
transaction Mr. Aylesworth said the
member for East Simcoe (Mr. Bennett)
appeared to'be very uneasy when that
transaction was mentioned, always go-
ing ‘about like a. man with a chip on
his shoulder anxious for somebody to
attack him. He had no objection to
saying that he did not regard that
transaction, so far as Mr. Bennett was
personally concerned,. as in any degree
to his discredit. His position in the
matter seemed to have been that of a
man who, having money of his own
which he wanted to invest, did not re-
celve what he (Mr. Aylesworth)
thought by any means a fair deal,

Mr. Aylesworth next dealt with the
Pope-Fowler syndicate and pointed out

that on the 9th July, 1903, a block of |

land was disposed of by that syndi-

cate to the Union Trust Co. That|
was a transaction by which 8648/
acres of land was bought di-|

rect by the Great West Land Co. |
in which the Unlon Trust Co. or the |

Foresters were the only entity that
had put any appreciable money into the
transaction and there was for some un-
expected reason and to his mind,
no possible explicable reason no less
& sum than that which would repre-
sent $4,320 was handed to the director-
ate or executive of the Company it-
self. That wag no -=ase of profit upon
the transaction because the lands had
in no sense gone through these indi-
viduals. They had never owned the

| MacTavish.
| appear by counsel and of cross-examin- |
! ation, witnesses were

lands. They had never bought the lands
they had incurred no particle of re-
sponsibility im regard to the lands. It
was the money of their company with
which these lands were bought and
they, the executive of the company
took that money, which was litera.lly{
the money of the Independent Order
of Foresters no le8s a sum than $4,320 '
and continued to hold it to their own
use. That block of stock in iteslf was
worth from ten to eleven thousand
dollars, It might not be commission
but it was what he thught would be |
called a rake off and a startling in-
stance of graft.

Mr. Borden’s Reply

Mr. Borien doubted the sincerity of
the Minister of Justice in his conclud-
inz remarks, Neither did he think that
Mr., Aylesworth had sffiuciently dis-
charged his duty in defense of Judge;
Deprived of the right to

subjected to a'
form of examination which was not |
prevalent under Fnglish law, although |
it existed in others. That the com-|
mission had a political phase was'
proved by the attempt to connect him |
with certain matters and the fact that
many matters in which political oppo-
nents were concerned were not'!
investigated. He protested against
the comparison between Mr. |
Foster’s investments of Union
Trust funds and the embezzlement of
the late manager of the Ontario Bank, |
and said it was unjust and in exceed-
ing bad taste.

Mr. Bennett follow.d, bitterly attack-
ing Judge MacTavish.

Progress was reported and the house
adjourned at 12 n, m, e

SEVERAL WHOLESALE
FIRMG SUFFERED BY
-~ LAST MIGHT'S HhAE

N

Blaze Was Discovered in the Robinson
Warehouse and Spread to Adjein-
" ing Building.

Fire broke out last evening in the
Robinson warehowse on Starr’s whartf,
An alaym was rung in about 830
o’clock, and ten minutes later a gen-
eral alarm was sent in. After evesr
two hours’ hard work on the part of
the firemen the blaze was extinguish-
ed. The damage will be $4,000 or $5,000.

The temants who suffered losses
were C. H. Peters’ Sons, whose stock
of hay was practically ruined; Gandy
& Allison, who had salt and other
goods stored in their portion of the
Robinson warehouse; and Charles
Ramsey of the Carpet Cleaning Works,
whese place of business is in the Dun-
lap building adjoining, and to whichk
the fire extended.

It is thought the fire’ was of incendi<
ary origin. A side door in the Robin=
son warehouege, which was nailed up

and which remained as usual yester-

day aftermoon, was found open Ilast
evening, and single tracks in the snow!
leading to and from the door were
seen by those who first arrived at the
scene of the fire.

The Insurance

The Robinson buflding was  insured
for $2,000 in the Aetna Insurance Cou
C. H. Peters’ Sons are insured with A,
C. Fairweather. Gendy & Alison’s
stock, valued at $2,000, is imsured for
$1,000 in the Royal Imsurance Co. Miv
Ramsey’s stock was uninsured. .

GHURCHES ARE NOT
DEMOGRATIC ENGUGH
Wekng Peoi Fool Thy ko Nat

Wanted—Nddress by Rew. L B
6ibson en “Scattish Rellgleus Life”

Rev. L. B. Gfbson, who came out
from Glasgow on the steamship ‘Cas-
sendra, gave a very interesting ad-
dress at St. Stephem’s Hall last evem-
ing on “Scottish Religious Life.” ¥e
spoke of the lack of interest on the
part of the average man for church
life and the prejudice in many parts
against anything religious. The reason
for this 1ays in the fact that the church
neglected the interests of the working
man and pandered to the higher classes.
On Sundays the people attended so-
clalistic meetings, or sought places of
amusement because they felt they
were not wanted in the churches, and
from what the speaker had seen he be-
lieved the people were in the main cor-
reot.

Speaking of temperance it would
sem as if the conscience of the people
was being somewhat aroussd. The
good-hearted innkeeper of the olden
days is gradually disappearing, and in
his place there has come a mors de-
generate race who are gradually elim-
inating the old time gentility of the
traffic and creating disgust . in the
public mind.

In closing the speaker referred to
the Scotch immigrents coming out to
this country at the present time, and
declared that with helpful influences
thrown about them they would make
as useful citizens as any nation eould
desire.

SHANGHAI, April 9—The movement
against the Pekin syndicate in the.
province of Shansi is assuming a vio-
lent character. The people of Tai-yuan-
fu are bf the opinion that the Catholic
natives are supporting the syndicate.
They are therefore greatly excited and
threaten to destroy the churches.

Fights between Christians and pa-
gans are frequent. The Governor has
appealed to Pekin for aid in suppress-
ing the disturbances. :

UTICA, N. Y., April 9.—H. P. Mansen
of Syracuse won the second and third
falls in a wrestling match with Bob
Burns of New Hampshire tonight. The
.affair was announced as for the cham-
pionship of America and a purse of
$500.

IT PAYS
TO ADVERTISE
IN THE “SE—

SUN and
STAR

BECAUSE:

These papers are dally visitors in
15,000 homes in St. John and
throughout the Maritime Prov-
inces. Your advertisement® in these
papers would be a daily circular
to your customers and the gen-
eral public. You reach the BEST
CLASS OF READERS, intelligent
people who have money to spend
and who read the SUN and STAR
because they are the leading news-
papers in the Maritime Provinces.

Sworn statement of circulation
and all information furnished on
application.

Address all communications to—

THE SUN PRINTING CO., Ltd.,
ST. JOHN, N. B.
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