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APOLOGIZ
THE GOVERNMENT

HON. R. G. TATLOW AND
OVER EXPENDITURE

1. A. Macdonald Arraigned Adminis-
tration for Unconstitutional
Methods of -Business.

The University Endowment Bill was
put through committee yesterday after-
noon after another woeful exhibition
of weakness on the part of the govern-
ment, and a subservient spirit on the
part of its supporters, who are prepared
to vote for anything on faith.

The Minister of Education showed a
disposition yesterday to accept the sug-
gestions of the leader of the opposition
made at a previous sitting. He would
not accept the amendments of J. A.
Macdonald, but proceeded to draw up
others, which he intended apparently
to mean the same thing as those offer-
sd by _the leader of the opposition.

Hon. Mr. Young had again changed
front on the question of what was to
be given the university and was willing
to give only the land values without
timber, coal or any ¢ther royalties,
which he now proposes shall go into the
ordinary revenues of -the province. The
leader of the opposition has all along
pressed for this, and suggested amend-
ments to the bill that would carry out
these ends, but the amendment of Hon.
Mr. Young was a bungled one, and it is
doubtful whether it will have the effect
which the minister proposes.

The weakness of the minister’s
amendment was pointed out yesterday
by Mr. Macdonald, who proferred to
fix up the amendment and put it in
shape. W. J. Bowser and W. R. Ross,
two legal men on the Conservative side,
made it conspicuous that they were not
going to aid the minister in any way,
tnd manifested satisfaction with the
humiliating condition in which Hon. Mr.
Young found himself. Jealousy that
Hon. Mr. Young should have been cali-
ad into the cabinet while they were
sverlooked was clearly shown by the
twe lewyers referred to.

The debate on the budget has not yet
Seen compieted. J. A. Macdonald in
moving the adjournment of the debate
#ill lead in to-day’s debate. Yesterday
wfternoon Chas. Munro, Mark Eagle-
son, Dr. King and J. H. Hawthornth-
Wwaite in turn severely criticised the
povernment’s treatment of opposition
ronstituencies.

Hon. R. G. Tatlow, Minister of Fin-
#nce, is leading the House in the Pre-
thier’s absence.

‘THE PROCEEDINGS.
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Prayers were read by Rev. T. Wi
Gladstone.

Several additional petitions asking
for the removal of disabilities from
clergymen were presented.

The municipal committee Trecom-
mended the bill respecting ditches and
water courses with a number of sug-
gested amendments.

Questions Answered.

Parker Williams asked the Hon. the
Premier the following questions:

1. At what date did the-government
send out official inquiries regarding the
assumed shortage of labor?

2. In making said inquiries, what
number of the returns wers &igned by
persons who were, or are, employers of
farm laborers?

3. What number of said returns were
tigned by persons who commonly em-
ploy domestic help?

4. What number of said returns were
tigned by persons commonly em-
ployed as farm laborers, or domest19
help, respectively?

5. If government have no inforina-
tion on questions 2, 3 and 4, to what
organizations or ciass of persons were
sald inquiries directed?

The Hon. R. G. Tatlow replied as fol-
lows:

“l. March 20th, 1907.

“2, 3 and 4. Cannot state definitely.

“6. Secretaries of municipalities, sec-
retaries of farmers’ - institutes, secre-
taries of fruit growers’ associations,
secretaries of farmers’ exchanges, sec-
retaries of creamery companies, man-
agers of large fruit ranches, prominent
farmers and fruit growers.”

Dr. Kergin asked the Hon. the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works the
tollowing question:

Is it the purpose of the government
to construct, during the coming year,
a bridge over Bear river, at the head
of Portland canal?

The Hon. F. J. Fulton replied as fol-
lows:

“Yes.”

Mr. Williams asked the Hon. the
Chief Commisioner of Lands and Works
the following questions:

What amount of votes No. 150 of the
session of 1903-4, No. 147 of 1905, and
No. 149 of 1906, respectively, were spent
In the electoral district of Newcastle?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol-
lows:

“$496.75. $446.96. None.”

On resuming the debate on the mio-
tion to go into committee of supply,
Charles Munro continued his speech.
He referred to the appropriation of
$5,000 for a commission on irrigation.
He thought this sum was inadequate.
If before the dyking had been begun
In the province $25,000 had been spent
the province would have saved money.
He believed in doing the preliminary
work well.

Recurring to the settlement at Mats-
qui Mr. Munro said that the colony
was making steady progress. These
people had not sufficient roads. They
were willing to grade the work but
they had not the gravel. The district
had never had a dollar spent upon
their roads. He hoped to see $1.000 set
aside to give them gravel. In the fall
of the year these people could not get
their grain to the markets.

He noticed the omission of a grant
to the Harrison-Chilliwack ferry. This
was a very necessary . work. There
was a long time during the winter that-
this ferry did not pay. He feared that

 was undecided.

he dropping of this grant would re-

sult in the taking off of the steam
ferry and recourse would be had tr
the canoce' ferry.

He hoped to see a settlement made
on the subject of a right of way across
property. The matter had never been
settled and it was a vexatious thing.

Referring to the election campaign,
Mr. Munro said that it was a compli-
ment to him that he had beéen returned
for the fourth time by his constituency.
There were always those in a con-
stituency whoe were affected by what
was. called “the loaves and fishes.”
There were “loaves 4nd fishes” in his
riding and they were large ones. The
fishes were real sturgeons. Since the
present session hdad begun there had
been many delegations come to Vic-
toria. They came to ask for a “deliv-
ery of the-goods,” and they had got
not 15 cents.

In the absence of the Premier, who
had gone to the seat of empire to
plead the cause of British Columbia,
he hoped to see no obstruction of legis-
lation.

His Maiden Speech.

Mark Eaglesor, rising to deliver his
maiden speech, was greeted with loud
applause from both sides of the House.
He made reference to the deplorable
condition of the road into Lillooet. It
was discouraging to have settlers, hunt-
ers and prospectors cdming in, to have
to face such a bad plece of road. It
had been the custom to vote $4,000 a
year to this road. For some reason it
had been cut down to $1,000 this year.
That was insufficient. There were
snow slides during the winter and
$1,000 would not keep the road in shape.
The district was without railway fa-
cilities and he thought for that reason
the government should deal fairly with
the district. The constituency only
asked what was fair.

Lillooet could show a larger increase
in revenue during the year than any
other district which had not been in-
vaded by railway “lines. Last year the
constituency gave an increase of $11,571

‘in its returns to the revenues.

Lillooet did not rieed to take a back
seat to Okanagan or Similkameen
the matter of fruit growing. But this
all stood idle in view of the fact that
railway transportation was not pro-
vided. The mineral resources were
great. The timber of Lillooet was also
of great wvalue. Withou* a2 railway,
however, these must remain undevel-
oped until railways were obtained.

He was sorry that the government
had not.made arrangements to con-
struct the ‘Bridge river bridge. This
had been promised to a delegation
which  waited upon the government.
The Chief Commissioner now said it
) This was disappoint-
ing to the district.

There was need of a hospital in the
interior part of the district. He told
of a traveller on the trails having
frozen both his feet on his way to An-
derson lake. For five days the 1aan
had to walk the trails with both feet
frozen before he reached medical as-
sistance, when he had to have both of
his feet amputated, but it came very
nearly ‘resulting in the man’s death.
That critical operation had to be done
in a hotel. L A hospital should be pro-
vided. He hoped something would be
done in this eygn if the estimates were
prepared.  He ﬁoped something would
be done in the matter. Such a hospi-
tal would serve a part of the Rich-
mond district.

Lillooet was the coming hunting
ground for big game. A splendid reve-
nue was being received by the govern-
ment and these hunters were of great
value to the district. He advocated
closing the season for sheep by the
15th of November instead of December.
This would protect the sheep from the
Indians during a .season when they
were driven down from the mountains
by the snow. The great enemy of the
mountain sheep was the golden eagle.
The sheep went to the highest parts
during the breeding season, where the
golden eagle preyed upon the young.
He wanted the government to place a
substantial bounty on the golden eagle.

Mr. Eagleson then went into the sub-
ject of the Seton Lake hatchery. He
said this was constructed in 1903. There
was a very small run of salmon that
vear, only about 4,000,000 or 5,000,000
eggs. The following year was about
the same. In 1905 there was a heavy
run of salmon. There were 43,000,000
sockeye eggs taken and 2,000,000 spring
salmon. Of this the loss was 15,180,000
sockeyes and 368,000 spring, or 155,483,-
000, or one-third of the take. This was
due to smothering of the salmon in the
hatchery house. Baskets were usually
made to contain about 40,000 eggs. In
1905 83,000 were put in some of these
baskets. There were 59 persons on the
pay roll dn 1905. These people would
be employed in picking out bad eggs.
He had never seen so many in any
hatchery before.

After one-third was lost, 20,000,000
voung fry were taken a mile to what
the Commissioner called the nursery
pond. There was a very heavy loss fol-
lowing this owing to the rough hand-
ling.

Another Story. .

Mr. Eagleson said the report told of
160,000 salmon being liberated in three
drafts from the upper end of the pond.
Mr. Eagleson zaid he would tell his
side of the story. From the other end
of the pond, the government horse and
cart could not draw the dead fish away
and a rancher’s team had to be em-
ployed at $6 a day and $221 was spent
on this.

Before Arch. McDonald, the Ilate
member léft Lillooet for the House he
had this matter brought to his atten-
tion. Mr McDonald said that he would
make representations to the govern-
ment and when asked the result
of his efforts, he said that water
would never again run through the
weirs or the ponds under the present
rmmanagement. Later, Mr. McDonald
said that he had made representations
to the government and the member
had promised to ask Mr. Babcock to
resign, but they were not sure that he
would do so.

He thought it a deplorable situation
that a servant of the government
should be in that position.

He suggested changing tha name
from the Seton Lake Hatcherv. to the
Seton Lake Salmon Slaughter House.

Dr. King said the government of the
province could take no credit for the
 prosperity of the country. It was due
to conditions in other parts of the coun-
try over which the provincial govern-
ment had no influence. In the Koote-
nays the prosperity was due to the fact
that the Northwest Territory was en-
joying prosperity.

Taking Mr. MacGowan to task for
claiming that the prosperity of Van-

bridge.

couver city was what made the pros-
perity of British Columbia. It was vice
versa.. The prosperity of the great
centres was due to the general pros-
perity of the contributing sections of
the country, the interior of the country.

The government in repealing the
Commercial Travellers’ Act was but
following the advice given at the time
of its introducetion by the opposition.
The opposition was therefore to be
congratulated upon this move.

In the vote for the protection of the
forests, the government should havé
been .able to have brought down some-
thing definite as to how the money
was to be spent.

He called the attention of the, gov-
ernment to the necessity for invesii-
gating the need of irrigation for some
of the Kootenay valleys. He hoped the
work of the commission on irrigation
would not be confined to what is known
as the dry belt, but would also investi-
gate the valleys of the Kootenay.

The government should have pro-
vided means whereby the ordinary
prospector might make use of the dia-
mond drill.

The fruit growers of the "province
were suffering from losses of trees
shipped to them in thelr examination.
He did not know what the process was
but there were complaints that the
trees suffered during the fumigating
and inspection, so that a large propor-
tion of them were lost and did not
grow on being planted. He thought
the subject should be invesiigated.

If the government could make such
a substantial appropriation in *he way
of setting aside land for a university,
he thought a more liberal donation
might have been made towards a tub-
erculosis sanatorium.

Giving attention to his own distcict,
Dr. King said Cranbrook was paying a
large sum in to the treasury. During
the coming year it was safe to say that
$180,000 would be paid into the treas-
ury. He could not see why Cranbrook
had not been treated fairly. If the
money was expended in the district it
would be returned. A few thousand
dollars spent in putting the Crow’s
Nest Pass road in repair, a trunk road
would be provided. He hoped to see
this done. It would not cost much to
put this road in shape between Frank
and Kootenay Landing. The road for
Maryville should be continued two
miles farther and thus open the valley
up. He pointed out the need of sev-
eral bridges which were necessary.

He was sorry that there had not
been something done which would have
resulted in railway construction into
the Kootenay valley this year. The
associated boards of trade, a very im-
portant body, had passed a resolution
urging that the KXootenay Central
should be aided in the construction of
their road. This body had also urged
severz] of these public works he advo-
cated here, including the St. Mary's

Praised Mr. Pooley.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite in opening
paid a compliment to C. E. Pooley,
whom he described as one of the ablest
speakers Canada had ever had. Mr.
Pooley had a judicial mind he said, and
had always acted fairly. He believed
that the present occupier of the chair
would fil the position with honor.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said that the
Minister of Finance in his speech had
gone out of his way to prove that the
Conservative government had not aided
in the least in producing the capitalis-
tic properity. Mr. Macgowan had said
that Vancouver did not produce fruit,
but produced the Minister of Finance.
“Well, I can say he is a peach,” said
Mr. Hawthornthwaite.

The Minister of Finance had too often
been lauded for his honesty, and, was
excused too often because of what they
described as mistakes. The minister
was filling a position of trust and was
to be condemned for errors. It seemed
only too true that constituencies which
had not returned Conservatives were
being unfairly dealt with. If this were
true the Minister of Finance had not
administered the funds correctly. He
was guilty of malfeasance in office, and
was using public funds for the ad-
vancement of his party. .

The estimates showed that $299,000
was to be spent in the administration
of justice. This was an enormous sum
about equal to half the cost of educa-
tion. He thought a reduction should
follow. ™

He thought tolls could be wiped out
in connection with the Westminster
bridge. Such tolls were obnoxious.

On the matter of lack of labor he took
axception to the representations of Mr.
Hayward, who said that farms were
being sold because labor could not be
got. If there were instances of this
kind it was with the long stocking
gentry with which Cowichan district
abounded, and j;which resulted in Mr.
Hayward’s return. These men would
not work, but disposed of land before
doing so. There was no scarcity of
labor he said. It was unfair that labor
should be brought.in by the government
at a time when there was a fair chance
for working men to get fair wages. He
referred to th¢ fact that there was a
strike on in Viectoria, and yet the em-
ployers found no trouble in getting
labor.. He thought that the work turn-
ed out by those men which took the
places of expert workmen should be
inspected carefully.

He took exception to gun licenses,
which he said it was rumored might be
proposed, He did not think that the
government would dare to go that far.

He hoped something would be done
in controlling the timber speculation.
There was a carnival of speculation in
progress along this line now. The gov-
ernment should force the applicants to
survey the, lands selected.

On the subject of the Premier’'s trip,
Mr. Hawthornthwaite said the House
hardly knew where he had gone. In a
vague way it was explained that he
had gone to the foot of the throne to
demand something for British Colum-
bia. But the legislature should * have
given some authority before he went.
The House should have been informed
as to his mission, which, while it was
quite touching and romantic’ and re-
minded him of the-pilgrimage of Rich-
ard Coeur de Leon on thé Crusade to
recover the Holy Sepulchre. The Pre-
mier’s trip would be felt result in no
good, and he had made it ridiculous.

The leader 'of, the opposition moved
the adjournment of the debate, which
was carried.

The University Act.

The House went into adjourned com-
mittee on the billvto aid the University
of British Columbia by a grant of pro-
vincial land.

The amendment of J. A. Macdonald
to the effect that royalties should be in-

sured to the ordinary revenues of the
province and not to the university was
defeated.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite .moved to
amend section 5 by adding thereto the
following words:

“Provided alwdys, that such Ilands,
shall not be so reserved except upon’
the explicit understanding that no fees
shall be charged for tuition in said
university to any graduate born in Bri-
tish Columbia, or who has resided flve
years therein.”

This was withdrawn on the explan-
atipn of Hon. H. C. Young, who said
that - in the amendrment to the Uni-
versity Act which he had prepared a
clause similar.to this was incorporated.

Later Hon. Mr. Young said that he
intended to bring down the draft of the
bill to amend the University Act this
session, but would not ask the legisla-
ture to pass it until next session. In
the meantime it could be carefully con-
sidered. He was asking that the House
provide something substantial for the
endowment of a university. This land
was not to be given away. It was to
be held as a heritage for every child in
British Coiumbia.

Parker Williams said that in view of
the past record of the govermment it
was extremgly unsafe to take anything
for granted that they might promise.
This bill, which was to be brought
down was to be laid over until next
year, and the legislature was asked to
pass the present bill taking the other
on trust.

Should Hoist the Bill

J. A. Macdonald said that the matter
of passing a bill to provide for & uni-
versity was a simple mattér. That
was the easiest part. The matter of
endowing a university by setting aside
lands was a much more difficult thing.
The minister therefore should have
laid ,over this endowment bill, and)
thought over it all summer, instead of
the other bill.

He suggested therefore that the
minister take the summer in getting
information on the subject of setting
aside the lands.

The opposition was not opposed to
university education, nor to a liberal
endowment. He did not regard it as of
such an urgent character as was rep-
resented. There were other matters
quite as pressing ;md quite as broad
as this of endowing a university for
the province.

If this whole matter was allowed to
stand over the House would be in bet-
ter shape to reach a ripe conclusion.
The University Act was not to be
amended until ,next session; why
should this matter of endowment not
be left over? He asked the minister
not to put members in an awkward
position by pressing this bill without
adequate information. There was no
danger of the lands escaping.

Hon. Mr. Young said he could un-
derstand the opposition asking this bill
to stand over, because they had placed
themselves in a position to opposing a
university .for British Columbia.* He
referred to the aid given Toronto Uni-
versity. i

Stuart Henderson said that the presi-
dent of the university college, Toron-
to, had publicly declared against a
state university because it precluded
the institution from getting aid from
individuals. Thjg was true in the Unit-
ed States also, The worst universities
were state universities, and the best
were founded by individuals who en-
dowed them. He thought that . the
amendment introduced by Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite was in the right direc-
tion. This was the bill in which that
should be introduced, and not in the
University Act.

Dr. Young contended that he had had
it represented to him by Dr. Adams,
of McGill, that a state university was
better than one supported by private
donations. This was true, because the
state university was made strong in all
faculties and departments, whereas the
privately endowed university was
strong in spots, and in other faculties,
owing to lack of funds, was not effi-
cient.

Mr. Macdonald said he could not un-
derstand the Minister of Education
saying that he had opposed a univers-
ity.

Hon. Mr. Young said he gneant Mr.
Henderson, and not Mr. Macdonald.

Mr, Henderson pointed out that the
aid for a university for Ontario, where
over 1,400 were in attendance at Toron-
to university and the population of On-
tario was 2,000,000, was entirely differ-
ent to that required for a university
for British Columbia, with only a terith
of that population. A faculty of ap-
plied science was the most pressing
need for British Columbia. It might
have been better to endow that faculty
first and extend it as the needs grew.

Hon. Mr. Young said that he did not
deny he wanted a good endowment. He
was desirous of getting land sufficient
to provide liberally for a university.

The minister added to section § that
the lands should be administered and
disposed of under the provisions of the
Land Act, which carried.

Hon, Mr. Young introduced an
amendment to section 6 by which it
was proposed that the revenues derived
from the lands set aside shouid go to
the university by adding that it should
not include any taxes on timber or
other royalties.

Mr. Macdonald said that if the
amendment had been drawn by a lawsx
yer and not a doctor, he would have
said that this was very cunningly
drawn up. It had béen explained at a
previous sitting that timber rowyalties
were to go to the university, but not
the royalties from coal, etc. Now this
amendment would exclude timber
royalties from the university and give
them coal royalties, etc. This was due
to the fact that there was a rule of law
which would force the Interpretation
of “other royalties” as referring to
something related to ‘timber ta.xes go~
ing before.

Hon. Mr. Young said that he had
| acted on advice from the member for
l Rossland in the course he took.

\ “Take my amendment then,”
| gested Mr, Macdonald.

| “I aia this and bofled it down,” said
Hon. Mr. Young.

“You took all the juice out of it,” re-
turned Mr. Macdonald.

After considerable discussion and the
reference of the amendment to the At-
torney-General, the amendment was
forced through by the government In
| the following form:
| “All revenues derived from the sale
or other disposition of said land, not
including, however, any taxes or any
royalties.”

The committee rose and reported the
bill complete,

On motion of John Oliver the bill to

sug-

amend the Municipal Clauses Act was

read a first time.
The House then adjourned until the
following day.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

In the iegislautre yesterday after-
noon the debate on ‘the budget was
concluded and the estimates are now |
being considered in committee. An
evening sitting was held and a number
of the items were disposed of.

The leader of the opposition put up
a strong’ plea for the remission of a
fair share of the two per cent. mineral
tax to the city of Rossland with respect
to the mines 1ocated in the city limiis.
Mr. Macdonald presented the case of |
Rossland in a clear way which car-
ried conviction with it,

Before the House adjourned last
night the leader of the opposition ask-
ed the government if they were pre-
pared to make any announcement with
regard to the decision on the matter
of the enforcement of the Lord's Day
Act.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said he expected to
be able to give an answer before thé
House prorogued.

THE PROCEEDINGS.

Prayers were read by Rev.
Gladstone.

Mr. Garden asked the Hon. the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following gquestions:

1. How many sawmills are at present
in operation in the province?

2. The acreage of timber lands taken
up—first, by lease; second by licence?

3. If possible, give such acreage In
the railway belt under the control of
the Dominion government?

4. The number of men employed in
the mills and in the woods?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol-
lows:

“1. 118,

“2. Acreage under lease, 770,362; un-
der licence, 2,560,000, approximately.

“3. Department has no statistics re-
garding this. ¢

“4, No definite returns, but number
might be estimated at upwards of four
thousand.”

Mr. Oliver asked the Hon. the Attor-
ney-General the follownig question:

Has Mr. H. A. Bull, hotelkeeper at
Heriot bay, been appointed a justice of
the peace?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol-
lows: i

“Yes.’

On resuming the debate on the mo-
tion to go into committee of supply,
J. A. Macdonald said that as the oppo-
sition’s stand had been well set forth,
he would not make a long speech.

He thought a bad precedent had been
set by the appropriation of $300,000
without reference to the Legislature.
He did not propose to say that the
government had spent the money in
order to ensure its election or that the
money was not spent honestly by the
government.

That it was not spent for election
purposes was borne out by the fact that
the election was brought on at a time
when it was not expected it would be.

The election was brought on in a
panic, it would appear. This was borne
out by the fact that on Deécember 22nd
he (Mr. Macdonald) received his sum-
mons to attend the next sitting of the
Legislature. Two days afterwards the
election was announced.. Either the
election was not in view when this
summons was sent out or else the gov-
ernment had paid him the compliment
of warning him before election feeling
sure that he would be returned.

If there were any measures requiring
to be submitted to the members of the
Legiglature it was that of the expen-
diture of money. That was a princi-
ple laid down under -constitutional
government. The representatives of
the people were entitled to pass upon
how money was to be expended. In-
stead of the money being spent after
being passed upon by the people’s rep-
resentatives the money had been “ex-
pended by order-in-council’ and by
treasury warrant. This was altogether
wrong in practice. He hoped that the
government would never again attempt
to have anything like this amount ex-
pended without authority of the Legis-
lature,

The Minister of Finance sald that
only $101,000 had been spent.  Included
in this amount was the expenditure in
connection with the visit of the Gov-
ernor-General.

Mr. Macdonald said that while that
was,true, the remainder was provided
to be spent. THe principle was just
the same ag if it had been spent and
was vicious in character. He was not
saying that the government had ex-
pended the money incorrectly. It might
have. been sqQ spent but he did not
charge so. The-objection was to the
money being appropriated without the
Legislature having passed upon it. He
did not object to entertaining the Go¥--
ernor-General prmpperly. That, was all
right. He did not object to the gov-
ernment taking advantage of a boom
in Vancouver to sell lands at Point
Grey. He did not object to.an appro-
priation of money for roads necessary
to enhance the value of it.

He .did object to the vicious principle
of appropriating large sums without
the consent of the representatives of
the people.

Seton Lake Hatchery.

Referring to the complaints made by
the member for Lillooet about the
Seton Lake hatchery, Mr. Macdonalds
said this was a matter which had come
up before. Complaints had frequently
been made against not only Mr. Bab-
cock being an American citizen but
that the manager, Mr. Lédgerwood,
and other employees were Amerieans.
He thought that Canadians could be
entrusted with the management. He
did not wish to take exception to Amer-
ican citizens without reason. The laws
of Canada were free enough, but he
thought Canadians could be entrusted
to carry on work like this. He would
not say that the best men should not
be got, whether Canadian or American.

When according to ihe representa-
tions it was found that thése Ameri-
cans were not making the best use of
the money at the hatchery, he thought
the government should give attention
to ita

He also, was surprised to know that
in this enlightened age, tolls were still
being paid on the New Westminster
bridge. Railways districts enjoyed
railways = because the  province of
British Columbia had given large
granis of land to these railways. The
whole province gave to these railways
and \the Fraser River valley helped to
contribute to those- subsidies. That
portien of the countiry was entitled to
a bridge to connect them with Van-
couver.

T W

| was asked.

The age was past for tolls. That

should be a thing of the past and he‘I lowing clause:

was astonished to know that this was |

being continued in the province.

Mr. Macdonald said that he had an
amendment on the order paper looking
to securing something for Rossland. He
felt that he would have to make clear
that that that city was entitled to what
He saw by the estimates
that $2,500 was set aside for his city to
make provision for the very thing
which he was pressing for. This was
altogether inadequate, however, to meet
the situation.,

The province had seen fit to tax the
output of the mines and in lieu of this,
relieve the mmmg companies from 2
tax upon their land about the mine ot
the machinery. The city of Rossland
was not entitled to tax the land held
by the companies or the machinery of
the mines. If these were manufactur-
ing concerns, the city could tax the real
estate and the machinery. Now the}
could not and the taxes on them wer
to the province in the form of a two
per cent. tax.

Many mines were in the city of Ross-
land. The city had to provide for civie
government—had to provide schools and
keep up the streets. The people of
Rossland deserved credit for coming up
and manfully doing this work in spite
of the difficulty of the situation in be-
ing unable to derive anything from the
lands held by the mining companies
and their machinery. To provide for
the schools and the civiec government
of the city the citizens had allowed
themselves to be taxed upon an assess-
ment at double its value. This assess-
ment could have been reduced on.ap-
peal, but the citizens, feeling that the
work of civil covernment must be car-
ried on, had consented to bear this ex-
cessive taxation. On one occasion the
burden became so heavy that the
schoels had to be closed, but the people
had bravely preserved and carried on
the government of the city.

He did not’ propgse to divide the two
per cent. tax between the province and
the city of Rossland. He rather pro-
posed to give the city the taxation from
the surface value of the land of the
mines in the city bounds and the ma-
chinery, and then deduct this from the
two per cent. tax which went to the
province, This was only fair,. he
thought.

In view of this, he did not think that
it could be argued that $2,500 was a suf-
ficient' contribution from the province
to the city of Rossland.

He proposed that the city be given
the chance to treat the machinery of
the mines the same as if these mines
were manufacturing concerns.

He showed that Rossland mines had
contributéd $35,000 to the province un-
der the two per cént. tax. The plant
and machinery of the mines was worth
about $1,000,000. But even placing it at
half this and putting it at $500.000 valu-
ation, it would be seen to what an ex-
tent the city of Rossland was being
deprived of what should go to her. The
rate of Rossland was 26 mills on the
dollar. But putting it at two mills
even this would represent on the lowest
valuation of $500,000 a revenue of $10,-
000. He trusted that the government
would see the justice of the claim
which he put forward for the city of
Rossland and comply with the arrange-
ment proposed.

A Question of; Taste,

Mr. Macdonald said he was sorry to
have to refer to another matter which
he thought should not have been mtro—
duced into the LegiSlature.

He was sorry that the member for
Similkameen had had the bad taste to
introduce into this House a legacy
from the election as to how he had
been. treated during the campaign. If
all the members were to bring into the
House a discussion of the treatment
they had received during the selection
the House would sit until Christmas.

The course which the member for
Similkameen took was questionable as
a matter of taste,

Mr. Macdonald said that he would
deal with the remark of Mr. Shatford.
He would say that in their dealings
with one another in the House the
members should be frank and fair. He
said he would explain what had hap-
pened in connection with the episode to
which Mr. Shatford referred. That gen-
tleman, said Mr. Macdonald, came to
him with a telegram asking for a pair.
He said that his father was practically
dying in California. Mr. Shatford ap-
pealed to his humanity and he could
not refuse him the request.

At that time the opposition was
known to be giving no pairs in view of
the fact that an important measure,
the Columbia & Western bill, was be-
fore the House. With the appeal made
to his humanity, Mr. Macdonald said
he could not refuse the request. Mr,
Shatford went down to California. A
few .days after this the Columbia &
Western bill passed, and the informa-
tion was received that the member.for
Similkameen was in his own constitu-
ency with his father. Mr.
said he would probably have "allowed
this to pass had he not been taunted
with being too easy in giving pairs at
the time he did.

He had been told from'a member on
the other side of the.House that Shat-
ford went away to dodge the wote on
the Columbia & Western bill. It was
represented that other members of-the
Shatford family living in the province
did not go-to California at that time.
Mr. Macdonald said he felt 'that he
had not been dealt with fairly. The
member for Similkameen had appealed
to his instincts from a humanitarian
standpoint. He felt that when a favor
of this kind was asked, members would
be frank and above board and he had
acted on this supposition. He would
have allowed this to pass now had Mr.
Shatford not indulged in a little sar-
casm. He had insinuated that he (Mr.
Macdonald) had feigned illness at the
opening of the House, fearing to come
down to the opening when he would
have to meet the Giant of Similkameen.
By absenting himself it was represent-
ec that he had escaped this modern
Ajax.

Mr. Macdonald said probably Mr.
Shatford had in mind an incident when
it was represented that a resident of

Similkameen was running for a posi- |
man with con- |

tion of reeve. Another
siderable reputation who belonged to
Rossland had come to meet him and
the former had fled to a place outside
of the riding and remained there for
nine days.

Mr. Macdonald said he was sorry any
member should have taken this course.
He believed he made the statement
during the campaign that Mr. Shatford
had obtained a pair under unfair cir-
cumstances in order to avoid a vote.

In concluding, Mr. Macdonald moved
in amendment to the motion that the
Speaker léave the chair to add the fol-

Macdonald |

“But this House regrets that
government has not seen fit to intr
duce legislation providing that.the r
eral taxes collected, and to be colle
in the future, fgom the owners of r
situate within the corporate lim
the city of Rossland be divided
the said municipality, so as to give
said municipality a fair share tt}
for school and other municipal
poses,”

Mr. Shatford Replies.

Mr. Shatford said that he desire
ask the member for Rossland to p
the name of the member on’the g
ernment side who said he (Mr.
ford) went to California to
vote. He challenged him to n
member.

He denied that he ever
Macdonald a telegram.

Mr. Macdonald asked if he said
never showed him a telegram whe
asked for a pair.

Mr. Shatford@ said he got a teleg:
while in Vancouver and showed
Dr. King, the Liberal whip. He
two telegrams. He told Dr. King t
he would wait until all the busine
affecting Similkameen was through 1}
fore he left. He might not be the or
that Mr. Macdonald was but he w
not afraid to meet him in or out of {
House.

Mr. Shatford then proceeded to refer
to the incident concerning the cand
date for reeve which Mr. Macdona
raised and was preparing to explain (he
flight to outside the riding.

He was called to order as it was not
represented that he was the person re-
ferred to. Mr. Shatford said he had
been mistaken. (Laughter.)

Mr. Macdonald asked Mr. Shatford if
he had not asked him (Mr. Macdonald)
for a pair.

Mr. Shatford said he asked Dr. King.

Mr. Macdonald said that was not an
answer to the question.

Mr. Shatford,;said he had not asked
Mr, Maecdonald for a pair.

avol

showed

Mr. Bowser Apologizes.

W. J. Bowser, taking up the question
of the $300,000 provided for in the sup-
plementary estimates, said that only
$100,000 had been expended, $32,000 was
for the election. No provision had been
made at the previous session because
it was not expected to bring on an
election. The treatment by the Fed-
eral government of the province had
made the election necessary.

There was the expenditure for selling
lands at Point Grey and for the enter-
tainment of the Governor-General,
which-could not be anticipated. In all,
$67,000 was spent which could not be
foretold.

Proceeding to specify other items In
the supplementary estimates the Speak-
er called him to order because of specl-
fying votes.

Mr. Bowser took in hand the defence
of Fishery Commissioner Babcock. He
did not think it fair to attack a civil
servant who was not given an oppor-
tunity to defend himself. He explained
that Mr.  Babcock had been instrumen-
tal in restoring the fishing industry on
the Sacramento river in California by
his advice as head of the Fishery Com-
mission. In order to preserve the fish-
eries of British Columbia it had been
decided to secure the best man poss!-
ble. The government made inquiries

' and the salmon canners made inquiries

and all the -answers ‘were that Mr
Babcock was the man.

Mr. Bowser said he proposed to read
a letter in which Hom:. R. Prefontaine,
of the Dominion government, had ex-
pressed his approval of Mr. Babcock
and endeavored to secure him to take
charge of the hatcheries under the Do-
minion governmgnt as well as the pro-
vincial hatchery.

Mr, Oliver asked Mr. Bowser to read
the pledge of the member for New
Westminster that he would secure the
dismissal of Mr. Babcock.

Mr. Bowser said he had no concern
about that.

Mr. Bowser said that the Socialist
party in the House had been credited
with dictating the policy of the govern-
ment in the past. We would defy any
member to point to a single plece of
legisiation which had been forced upon
the government by the member for Na-
naimo.

Now an alliance was exhibited be-
tween the Liberals and the Soclalists.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite took excep-
tion to the amendment proposed by Mr.
Macdonald. He said that if Rossland
was to receive treatment like this he
would press for recognition along the
same line for Nanaimo. Fernie was in
the same position.

He thought if the city of Rossland
did not tax the Le Roi works, it should
do =o.

Hon. R. G. Tatlow said that he did
not think any member would seriously
vrdertake to suggest that any part of
the mineral or &timber taxes should go
to other than the province. The gov-
ernment admitted that the situation at
Rossland was peculiar and had made
allowance for compensating Rossland
by $2,500 for this year. This he thought
was fair.

The amendment of Mr. Macdonald
was then put and lost on the following
division:

Yeas—Messrs. King, Naden, Eagleson,
Yorston, Kergin, Oliver, Macdonald,
Henderson, Jardine, Brewster—10.

Nays—Meosrs. Williams, Hawthorn-
thwaite, McInnis, Tatlow, Fulton, E!i-
son, Bowser, Ross, Shatford, Thomson,
Hunter, Cotton, Garden, Taylor, Mac-
gowan, Gifford, Grant, McGuire, Behn-
sen, Manson, Young, Hayward, Mac-
kay, Parson, Davey—25.

The motion that the Speaker leave
the chair was then carried and the
Housé went into committee with Price
Ellison in the chair, and the appro-
priations were considered item by item.

House in Committee.

On thé appropriations under public
debt, Stuart Henderson could net get
the information he desired on some
points.

John Oliver in this connection said
that in the Dominion House of Com-
mons information was never withheld,
but the ministers were able to give the
fullest information on every item,

On the vote for the Attorney-Gen-
eral’'s department, Parker Williams
took exception to the “trades union
fees”” of the Deputy  Attorney-General
being paid by the province, if other
employees “trades union fees” were
not paid.

Mr. Macdonald said that he did not
think that the Deputy Attorney-Gen-
eral should be placed:in the position
of having his fees paid by the province.
If the salary of the deputy was not
sufficient it should be increased.

The item passed.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite on the item of
boiler inspection said there were engi-
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