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'fsmm organizations of all Canada,
: sixty thotsand affiliated .

s, known as the Couneil of Agri-

_eulture, have formed a political plat.

form for the purpose of bringing about
economie, poliyeﬂ and gocial reforms.
The platform was formolated in Winni-

; peg last week and announced to-day.

ot

The reforms aimed at inbtlude thé
amendiment of the tariff laws by re-
dueing the duty on goods imported
from Great Britain to half the rates
charged under the general tariff, and
further reductions in the remaining
tariff such as will insure complete free
trade between Great Britain and Can-
ada within five-years.

It also wurges that the reciprocity
agreement with the United States be
accepted by the Parliament of Canada,
and that all foodstuffs not included in
the reciproeity agreement of 1011 be
placed on the free list, that agricul-
tural implements, farm machinary, ve-
hicles, fertilizer, coal,  lumber, cement,
illuminating, fuel and lubricating &ils
be placed on the free list.

The farmers ask that the customs
tariff on all the necessaries of life be
materially reduced, and ihat all tariff
concessions granted to other countries
be extended to Great Britain.

Direct Taxation Proposed.

For the purpose of raising an addi-
tional revenue to make up for the re-
duction caused by the proposed tariff
reforms, direct taxation om certain
things is proposed. These include a tax
on unimproved land values, on all in-

" comes over $4,000 and inheritance on

large estates, and a tax on the profits
over ten per cent. of corporations.

The farmers’ representatives believe
in the nationalisation of all railways

- and express companies; that natural re-
. sourees bs Tet out only on short-term-

leases by public auction; the publicity
of all political campaign funds, contri-

butions and expenditures before or af-

ter elections; abolition of the patron-
age system! Federal franchise to wo-
men; full provineial antonomy in liquor
legislation, including manufacture, ex-
port and import; and direct legidation,
inelnding initiatve, referendum and the
rght of recall.

The political outlook as far as Labor
is concerned in Manitoba is distinctly
encouraging. During the last half-
dozen years the number of working
class representatives in the municipali-
ties adjoining Winnipeg has steadily
increased, while Dick Rigg has broken
into the Legislature, and the Labor
forces politically are ever becoming
more aggressive. The presént situation
is thus sized up by the Voice, Winni-
peg’s live ‘labor paper, and will no
doubt be interesting 1t{to Forward read-
ers

‘A most ;narkqd' awakening of the
Labor forces of Winnipeg and distriet
ig the feature of the annual municipal

“ glections. TPhe Central Labor Represen-
“tation Committee has even had its diffi-
ties in the direction of restraining
ocal branehes-from taking too mueh on
thnir hands, and the Social Democrats

~ have been in the Same predicament. A
good deal of this enthusiasm is due to
the wvery efficient manner in ‘which
Labor men .on the various Municipal
eoucﬁc ‘during the past three or four
;un ‘have performed their duties and
forwarded the Labor platform and prin.
In ﬁm nn!icipﬂiﬁct adjoining

ptnstfrom .

" It is tribute to the trades union move-

. which had

temporaries
divisions for which they are running.

ment that after the nominations were
all made and had been endorsed by the
central body it was found that each
and every candidate was the holder of
a current trade union membership card
and that they have without exception
been active wé¥kers in the orgunized
movement.

‘“This,. then, is the time for a great
rally of the Labor forces. Work to se-
cure the election of these men, and do
it now.’’

7

WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT.

The people of Australia are bearing
‘their part in the European war. They
are shipping a lot of wheat to England.
They are sending away thousands of
their wage earners to the trenches of
Europe. But prices of bread in Aus-
tralia are somewhere around forty per
cont. below what we in America are
paying.

When the Australian food gamblers
decided to corner all the grain in the
Commonwealth, instead of letting them
do it, as we in liberty-loving America
do, the Australian Parliament stepped
in and seized the entire stock of grain.
The Australian Parliament said that no
producer .or grain should sell his grain
to any food speculator, and both farmer
and speculator would be liable to pun:
ishment under military law if they took
part in any such transaection.

The result was that the capitalist
food speculators went out of business,
the Government paid the farmer a bet-
ter price than he ever got for his
wheat, and.the Australian people are
getting bread 40 per cent. cheaper than
we in Canada are getting it. '

The people of - Australia are not
geared by the word socislistic. They
like cheap and good bread. 2

T to arents are not to be asked %
T e g L # arbitration (see Times Nov. 6, 1016).

at the polls whether they want eom-
pulsory military drill for' boys from .
the third class up—at least, if the
School Management Committee’s deci-
sion is not reversed.

Almost without debate the commit-
tee turned down Trustee Dr. Hunter’s
motion to take a referendum on Jan.
1 on the question. There was no fight
over it. The drill advocates had a big
majority. :

“ The repeal of the law against the
sale of skimmed milk in New York
City is suggested by a city health of-
ficial as a way to reduce the price of
this- commodity.

We can outdo this scientific gentle-
man by suggesting the sale of water
whitened by some cheap means. If we
are going to cheat our stomachs to
tickle our pocketbooks let us do the
job thoroughly:.

HUGE SHIPPING PLUNDER,

What “may probably be regarded:.
(says the Times) as the individual
shipping investment which has yielded
the largest profit during the war has

- just cm‘»{a to the knowlpdge of tlm Lon-
don ‘market. * 5

A few years ago a Bntuh steamor
stranded on the Bouth
American coast was sold, as she lay, to

-repairing her, but presumably these ex-

- liance according to her will and pleas-

. hand, not without some tacit sympathy

Su b ‘ m I&M i

 chasers had hr refloated and - ’
and employed her in trade. ,
now been resold for £320,000 (8,000,

000£:), b:gng 200 times the price paid
for her as a wreck. This yield takes
no account of the cost of salving and

penses.- would have ‘been very amply
covered by her earnings since she was
salved, including two years of extreme-
1y high freights. The present price
merely represents the current value of
tonnage.

WHY NOT CONSORIPT THESE?
Start in on Munition Plants and Oﬂm'/
Industries Run for Profit. /

: e s
‘‘Government  contracts are very
profitable, so munition makers promote
war scares’ to. keep their plants busy.
The munition makers provide the hill-
men of India, and other fribes .with
the ‘modern munitions with which to
keep up border raids which cost Eng-
land millions, and the chronie revelu-
tionists of Bpanish America contribute
immense sums to this world trust, The
threat of the armor plate makers; to
increase the price of their product by
over $200 a ton if the Government goes
into the business, would be treated as
treason if it came from organized la-
bor. Only since commercialism be-
came identified with war has it been
demanded that human . beings should
give their all, while property should-not
only be free from requisition, but en-
joy collossal benefits as well.’’—Fred-

Is It a Hint?

s

The sky begins'to clear somewhat.
M.. Renaudel, in L’Humanite (Oct.

16, 1916) has urged the French Gov-

ernment to declare what would be its
conditions of peace. P :

Herr Harden in Germany has de-
manded the settlement of the war by

The German Chancellor has replied to
Lord Grey and has agreed to the League
to Enforce Peace proposal.

And the Manchester Guardian, the
leading Liberal organ 'in Britain, has
begun teéntatively and hesitatingly, it
is true, but nevertheless has begun to
suggest the cessation of the carnage
in Europe by a negotiated peuce. Here
is the Guardian (Nov, 11, 1916):

The great question for us and for
the world is whether anything can as
yet be made of the: desiré, amounting
to a yearning, for peace which Ger-
man utterances indicate. Clearly as
long ‘as Germany seeks to play off one
ally against another or to dispose of
the territory of any member of the al-

ure no progress can be made. If, on
the other hand, the allies’ terms were
known and were moderate as regards
Germany itself, it is possible that a
spontaneous popular ‘moﬂvement in thit
country would force the Govornm'eél_

on the part of the Cbuncollor. It is

not to be supposed that Germany on-

tertaing the same view of what is dus
to her allies as do the nations of the
entente. It is not in accordance with
her ‘traditions or her principles fo do
80, and she is so wmplotoly the head
of her alliance that she has only to-
say to Austrian, Bulga o1 'l‘urk
““Go’’ and he goeth, or or ‘‘Cede’’ and

Qnt The ullw the entente
full confiden

" out—p loss that occurs between the

hewﬁ!eode. Onanrndtitumﬁ,"

(Cbﬁtinued from nge’&‘x)

four years and still thers are people wiv
 want to know if unionism pays.

The ladle or spoon is a device for
carrying soup from the plate to the
mouth, If there is a leak in the spoon,
some or much of the soup will drop

hand of the soup-maker and the mouth '
of the soup-eater. ‘‘There’s many &
slip ’twixt the cup and the lip.”’

Economy is sometimes—not always—
a virtue. An economist once discovers
od that a leaking n would do bim -
service if he slipp.soo his own soup
dish between the soup-maker and the
soup-eater and caught the leaking soup.
In such way the wise economist couwld
get soup without the trouble of mak.
ing it.

‘‘I never learned how to_get rieh,
antil I learned how to make other men
work for me.’’—Andrew éamegle, stedl

magnate,  owner of mineral lands, ete.,
ete. !

‘“Gee! but that’s dead easy,’’ says-
the public utilities man; and he drills
anotlier hole in the soup-spoon, gets
& ‘“‘lot” of soup for nothing, thins it
down with water, feeds it to the soup-
eaters at so much per mile for trans-
portation, requires his patrons to pay
5 per cent. interest on his ‘*Firet Mort-
gage Railroad Investment Bonds,’” and
insistently demands interest on the all
‘water eommon stock that he has added
to the t.r:nspomtion soup that ﬁ“i
common soup-eaters may poy for u!
gonsume.

“‘Charge ‘all the traffe wili bm
Damn The Publie!"’—Vanderbilt, Pub-

lie (?) Utilities Servant, and Railroad
Magnate.

. IT TAKES STRENGTH. oY ik
It takes great strength to-train
To modéin service, your uoutml
brain,
To lift the weight of tho unnnmboroﬁ
years y o
Of dead men’s hnbit' mo'lhodx lﬂ
ideas.
To hold that back with one hl%(l, ﬂﬂ
support i o
With the other the weak steps of
new thought &
It takes great strength to live your lite
Up square with your acceptad
thought, L A
And hold it there.

,‘\-v.

Rosisting that inertiu that amp”
- mk i :

Prom new ntumptl to the old. m‘t

track.
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