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A GREAT REFORM
A full report of the great speech
made the other day by Mr. Lloyd
'George, on land reform as it relates to
conditions in towns and cities, reveals

ihe British government’s plan as one
which goes to the root of the whole
trouble and promises splendid results.

The chancellor of the exchequer point-
ed out in opening that the land.ques-
tion did not relate solely to the rural
districts, nor did it differ radically from
the land problem of the town. There
was but one problem, and if there was
a difference in the crop of evils, it was
merely due to the effect of the change
from country to town or town to coun-
try. The speaker concerned himself in
his address with the land problem in its
relation to town planning, housing, and
every sort of municipal improvement,
including better facilities for transpori
between congested districts in the city
and the suburbs in the country.

Mr. Lloyd George pointed out that
the prosperity of the country and of the
town are inter-dependent. Neither can
prosper if the other is in a state of de-
‘eay. It was most important to improve
the conditions in the rural districts, but
Just as important to relieve the griev-
ances to which a mistaken policy with
fegard to land has given rise in the cit-
‘jes and towns. Speaking particularly of
the towns Mr. Lloyd George said:—

“L,and enters into everything in the
town, or the industry of the town, the
trade and commerce, the recreation of
the town, the education of children,
'sanitation, water, light, and housing.
Land enters as an essential element in-
to every one of these conditions. The
whole life of the people has been re-
stricted, weighed down, . darkened by
the land monopoly in the town as well
as in the country. Its shadow is in every
street and in millions of homes in this
land.” ;

The speaker here observed that in
making this statement he was not using
the language of politicians, but of medi-
cal officers of health, who pointed to
‘many a district in most of the towns
where the dwellings were unfit for human
habitation, and were a scandal and a
disgrace to a civilized country. Why,
_he asked, are not the conditions altered.
One reason was that quite a large pro-
portion of the people had not the means
to pay for better housing accommode-
tion. Another reason was that better
houses were not available, and that was
due to the fact that land was held at
a prohibitive price. Still another dif-
ficulty was the burden of taxation,
which would press heavier upon the peo-
ple if the municipality made larger ex-
penditures to improve the housing con-
ditions.

The government plan, as explained
by Mr. Lloyd George, does not propose
to relieve the municipalities of the task
of housing reform, but to make that
task lighter; and the first step will be
to give the municipalities power “to ac-
quire land by easy, cheap methods of
procedure, at the real market value and
‘not at an extravagant value.”

A municipality would want power
to acquire land under these favorable
conditions for several purposes. One of
these would be to build cottages with
gardens. Another would be to get the
right of way to provide cheap and quick
transit facilities between these cottages
and the heart of the town. Another
would be to widen streets or do any
other work which would call for the
use of land for purposes of municipal
betterment. An_exorbitant price for
land means higher rents, fewer houses,
more congestion, and the development
of slum conditions.

It was perhaps not bad politics for
Mr. Lloyd George to go into the con-
stituency of Mr. Bonar Law, leader of
the opposition, to give some illustra-
tions of the need of housing reform. He
pointed out that im one street in that
town there were eighty-seven houses to
the acre, in another fifty-one to the acre,
and in another fifty-two to the acre.
Under such conditions it was almost
impossible for people to preserve their
own health, and still more difficult to
preserve the health and lives of their
children.

“Don’t forget,” said Mr. Lloyd
George, “the -children are our charge.
They are our care. They cannot pro-
tect themselves. It is the business of
"the nation to see to it. It is cruel to
crowd them into these houses, no air,
no light, none of these great blessings
which Providence has given to brighten
their lives and to help them to grow
happy and strong. The first motto of
our land campaign is ‘justice to the lit-
tle children.”

Strong words these, and one can im-
agine the enthusiasm with which his
audience cheered Mr. Lloyd George as
he proceeded to lay bare before them
the iniquities of the present land sys-
tem, not only in the country but in the
cities and towns, and declared that it
was the duty as it would be the pur-
pose of the government of which he was
a member to bring about a complete
reform of those conditions. Before any
other action is taken, a complete na-
tional survey of the whole of the hous-
ing accommodation in Great Britain will
be made. To quote again:—

“The first step will be tif organiza-
tion of a complete survey, a national
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survey by the Imperial government of
the whole of the housing accommodation
in this island. Note will be taken of
every inadequacy, every defect, every
insufficiency in housing accommodation,
everything which leads to over-crowd-
ing and all its evils. There will be an
inventory of al Ilthe slums, unsani-
tary character of dwellings, the lack of
air and light and space, the absence of
any means for healthy recreation, the
deficiency of transit arrangements which
would enable workmen to get from
their work to healthier surroundings—|.
in fact, the survey will be complete and
searching.”

This survey will be the basis of fu-
ture operations  against ‘sfurhs: and over-
crowded houses, ax@, ag -already stated,

secure. land at market valqe as .a :site
for homes or for any works of munit
cipal improvement. The cost of ‘the
land wilk be determined by judicial
commissioners and - not by casual arbi-
trators. Not only so, but corporations
will be encouraged to promote housing
reform by ‘ the government taking over
from them a larger share of the cost of
national services, such as education, and
by a radical revision of the system (§.
taxation which will relieve the poor
man, the trader and the manufacturer,
and more equitably assess others who
are well able to share the load ,but now
entirely escape or make a very inade-
quate contribution.

It is not surprising that this program-
me of land reform as it relates to the
cities and towns has caught the popular
imagination in Great Britain, and that
the Unionists find it convenient to dis-
cuss almost any other subject rather
than leand reform in their political

campaigns.
.

THE EVENING SCHOOLS

The re-opening of the eveming tech-
nical classes in the assembly room of
Centennial School next Monday evening
should result in the formation of much
largew classes than those of. last year,
although the work last winter was very
successful and fully justified the open-
ing of the school.

All that the school board can- do is
to previde a good class room and com-
petent teachers. This it has done, and it
now rests with the young men, who
should profit by the opportunity, wheth~
er six months hence they will be much
beiter equipped than they are now for
the kind of work they expect to do as
mechanics, in one or another of the vari-
ous trades.

Of course the evening school class=s
can only benefit those who desire to im-
prove themselves and to enlarge their
knowledge. Every encouragement should
be given to every young man who feels
that he would like to take advantage of |
the opportunity now afforded; and, so
far as the school board and the teachers
are concerned, whatever they may be
able to do will be done cheerfully and
well. The school buildings of St. John
should be put to a very much wider use
than they are at present and the forma- |
tion of these evening classes is merely |
another step in the right direction.
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What do the people of St. John pro-
pose to do about \the St. John Valley
Railway and the needed comnection with
the Grand Trunk Pacific?  What is the
provincial government doing?
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The project of converting Fort Howe
into a beautiful park is so universally
approved, and the place is of such great
historic interest, that the Commissioner
of Dominion Parks and Playgrounds
will doubtless recommend it to the de-

partment,
® © o @

The revised American tariff against
certain lines of British dry goods is 15
per cent, and the Canddian tariff against
the same goods is 25 per cent. How can
a truly loyal tory party stand for that?
Are the Yankees better friends of Eng-
land than Mr. Borden’s followers are?

® © @ @

Sir Wilfrid Laurier at Hamilton yes-
terday declared that the food taxes
must go. He also declared for a self-
respecting naval defence policy for Can-
More Canadians are looking to Sir
Wilfrid Laurier today for leadcership
than are. turning their eyes to Mr.
Borden.

OB AR I ]

King George personally congratulated
Sir Wilfrid Laurier on his recent birth-
day anniversary, The Rt. Hon. Winston
Churchill recently described Sir Wilfrid
as “that great imperial statesman.”
Wherever he appears in Canada the
ex-premier receives a notable wel-
come, as in Hamilton yesterday by the
Federated Liberal Clubs of Ontario.
None of those mentioned appear to
agree with the views of the St. John
Standard. They are very obtuse, if
not openly disloyal. They are rending
the Empire assunder, when they should
aid the Standard in rending the perfid-
ious Laurier,

Bess—S8omething that Jack said last
night didn’t sound just right.

Tess—What was that?

Bess—I told him if he called me pet
names I wouldn’t speak, and he replied
that he would call me dear at any price.

sower will be given to municipalities to “Fifty in reading and 50 in ’rithmetic.”

The King'

' December 25th. ,
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The Hon. Sir Allen Aylesworth, for
mer minister of justice in the Laurier
government, is fifty-nine years of age
today. He was born in Newburgh, Ount,,
and practises law in Toronto. He en-
tered parliament in 1905 and was suc-
cessively postmaster-general and minis-
ter of justice. :

Lt. Col. Richard Cdstlgan of Mont-
real, who is prominent in military cir-
cles and nas been president of the Do-
minion Artillery Association, was born
in Montreal on Nov. 27, 1860. He serv-
ed in the South Afncan War with “E”
Battery.

W. D. Dimock, a prominent eitizen of
Truro, N. 8, and editor of the News,
is sixty-seven years old today. He was
at one time principal of the provincial
Model School and has had charge of sev-
eral exhibitions. He was secretary of
the Canadian Exhibit at the World’s
Fair..He has sat in the provincial legis-
latere and was returned for the House
of Commons in 1898

LXGHTER VEIN

Sammy was’ot prone to overexertion
in the classroom; therefore his mother
was both surpnsed and delighted when
he came home one noon with the an-
nouncement: “I got 100 this morning.”

“That’s lovely, Sammy!”, exclaimed
his proud mother, and she kissed him
tenderly. “What was it in?”

“Do, you know, Miss Huff, I have Jjust
read of.an artist who painted such won-
derfully life-like cobwebs on -the ceiling
of his studio that his servant devoted
an houy to_trying to brush them down ”

- “Well, T can believe that there may
possxbly have been such an artist,” re-
‘turned. Miss Huff, “but there never was
such.a servant.!

L}

Little Anna received three dolls among
her Christmas gifts. Her abundant sup-
ply caused her to become slightly caree
less, and one day an arm came off, ex-
posing the sawdust stuffing.

“Well, you dear, obedient dolly!” she
exclmmed “I knew I had told you to
chew your food fine, but I didn’t think
you would chew it as fine as that.’

“Does the baby talk yet?” asked a
friend of the family of the little bro-
ther.

“Naw,” replied the little brother dis-
gustedly. “He don’t need to talk. All
he has ter do is yell, and he mts every-
thing in the house worth having”

A musician once wrote that to hear
Struss’ “Elekira” or his “Domestic Sym-
phony” always made him think of the
old Scotch piper who said:

“Ah, there’s ‘ane nicht I sall ne’er for-
get There were 19 pxpers beside mysel’
a’ in a wee bit parlor, a’ playin’ differ-
ent"tunes I just thocht I was in heav-
en.

An Odoroys Spirit "

A woman who attended a spiritualis-
tic seance was invited by the medium to
go up to the cgbinet and receive a mes-
sage from “one who has departed to the
other side of life” When she came back
a friend asked her 1! she had received
a message.

“Yes,” she replied, ¢
in my ea.r.”

“Was it a real spirit. mmessage?” her
friend persisted.

‘a voice whispered

( IRTRDAYS OF NUTABILITIE@ ‘ -

Corbin
Door Checks

The popularity of. th-
Corbin Door Check and
Spring 1s attested by th-'
frequency with ‘which
they are encountered in’
use and the ‘satistaction
with which their owners
regard them. :

Supp]xed with and without Hold-back
Attachment.

Prices Moderate

s

BEPRTY
Weather Strip

We have Wood and Rubber Strips,
~ also All-Rubber Strips and
quugbt Tubing

S —
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Cold weather al-
though beht'd‘la sure
to come before long
Prepare for it when
it coes come by put-
ting Weather Strip on
your doors and win-
dows now.

LT.M
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You Run No Risk When You Buy
An Enterprise Heater -

Each one we sell bears with it two gtmmmtees, our owr )4 that
of the Enterprise Foundry Co.

in @ thoroughly modern foundry, and.
neither pains or expense are spared to make them the beet The En-

The stoves are made

terprise line includes

THE SCORCHER, HOT BLAST, OAK, ETC
The experience gained in the past 30 years is reflected in our

stock and the values offerd.

If interested at all, it will pay you to look ovr our line-

NOW IS THE TIME FOR
A SILVER MOON!

From mow until April you will need heat in your house,
store or office. A Silver Moon will keep going all the
time, give you bright, cheery fire and safety etc,, at all times. -

We have just received a loi of 30 nlﬁting
from our foundry and can supply you in any siyle of Stove

from ‘6.75 up. ‘

SHOE
Made i
St. Joh

-
- We have had made by
Humphrey & Co., in a St.
tory, several lines of 1
Girls’ School Shoes that
long felt want. ’

Every particle of materi;
shoes is honest. leather
vamps run right down .
toe caps. The upper st
high-grade box-calf, that
appearance, and stands tb
wear.

You must see these sh
note the well shaped new
weight of sole and shank
the good features that me
80 desirable and to stepd
more than once, i

Francis & Vau
19 KING STREE

R. H. IRWIN

*Phone Main 1614 la

.

20 Haymtarket

3
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“Well, I don’t know,” answered. the
woman; “but if it was, the spirit had
been eating onions.”

Among Stones

The ‘
Diamond

The imperfectness of a
hand-drawn circle, the un-
eveness of a badly formed
cube, the sodden glare of a
fish’s eye, are comparable to
the faults of imperfect dia-
monds,

The perfect diamond or
the GUNDRY DIAMOND is
round as round can be.

The facts are as even in
cut as precision work can
make them.

The life and fire of the fas-
cinating fire fly is theirs.

They Cost No More Tlnn"

Others Sell Inferier
Stones For.

Every Stone Guaranteed To
_ 'Be Up To : atisfaction.

Allan Gundry

The Diamond Man
79 HING STREET

NOTE--Goods of the value
of $2.00 Engraved Free till

{ B

(No Gift Is More Univerully\

"Acceptable Than
Perrin’s
Gloves

See that the celebrated trademark, as

ahown in illustration, is on every pair
©f gloves you buy.

This trade marK assures perfect
Style, Fit and Finish.
5-11-12

Only Four Weeks To Christmas!

Buy Early and Get First Choice.

Display of Fancy Goods This WeeR. =
(A. B. WETMORE, 59 Garden Street. J

|
|
l &~ We Are Ready Now With A'l Kinds of Useful Goods For Preseats “&8
1
|

AT PRIC:ES TO SUIT ALL BUYERsS

C.H KNODEU_ No. 1 Water Street, Corner South Wharf

WHOULLSAL - FRUIT

i500 BARRELS APPLES

'mnles around. The island is about half
this period 1,578,348,000 shingles valued
at $3,175,319; 899,016,000 laths, valued at

$2,064,622, and 65,906 tons of squarc
timber, valued at $1,825,154. The increase

timber is noteworth), for this is the
first increase since . 1877.

Detailed statistics regarding the pro-
duction of lumber, lath, square timber
and shingles for 1912°can be. obtained
from the Director of Forestry, Ottawa.

Queer Island of Herm

The Island of Herm, a few miles from
qucmscy. is one of the Channel Islands
that suggests other days than these.
The German Prince Blucher leases it
from the British government, and his
house, standing oz one .of the highest

summits of the island, can be seen for
a mile in extent, and contains forty in-

Don’t Bother

3912 LUMBER PRODUCTION

e |

of 89.9 per cent in the cut of square,

habitants, all dependents. of the prince.
He does not permit them to own dogs
or guns. :

Visitors cannot land on the island, ex-
cept from June to September. There is
only one landing place, and no one is
permitted to land until he has paid a
fee and given . a reason for his.coming.
The law in this fefidal isle is enforced
by the chief boatman, who : holds the
office of le, and. who carries 'a
miniature chony. gsilver-mounted baton
as his emblem of office. Those whom'
he arrests’ he takes to a curious litile
stone prison, shaped like a beehive. .

The ;most . fascinating feature of the
island is~ - a.'herd of kangaroos, with a
few rock wulhbnes, which leap about
the place ss if ' they were in the heart
of Austrdm. ‘A former resident of
Herm bmught two kangaroos to the
island. ’l‘her present herd, several hun-

DOLL

Ouir -big stock of Dolls s ¢
Undressed Dells Ic, 2c.‘

“ ¥5¢,20¢, 25¢, to $7.50 «
Baby Dolls 5¢, 10c; 15¢, 2

35¢, 45c¢, to $12,00 each.

Dressed Dalis 5¢, 10c, 15¢,

35¢, 45c, to $9.00 each.

The time to buy is now, while

is at its best.

| ARNOLD'S DEPARTMENT

33—-85 Charlotte St

f COAL ana WC

Dlmdﬁebld'ns
" Dealers in St. John

" COAL

RBEth:. OLD MINES »!
.= = CANNEL

" AND afL SiZES q-

mmcm ANTHRAC
R.P. ‘&:-W.; F. SIAR?

Scotch’ 'Wd Ce

All sizes.
Broad Cove, Pictou, Old Mi
and Wintes-Port Soft Coals
wed and Split Hard ¥

Get, it bdm the fafl sush,

GIBBON ? Cf

Telephone, - Maln -2636. ~ Office:
Uimm méax, uid’(:% Chaslot.

T But qulﬁty iof Hard and S

in sto¢k, by -bdg, ear or schoon

Dry. Kindling and Hardwood
or, Buhdlb.

Geo. lhcli 48 Brita

l'oot ol tiermain st.

New: wgstar
Grey Buckwk

A S

JAS. COLLI

210 Union Stree

Opp. Opera House.

dred in all, is; made up of their descend-
ants.—Youth’s, Companion. ’

ﬁatcrson’s King Sodas, 8¢, Pa
Paterson’s Queen Sodas, 4c, Pa
5 pckgs. Assorted Jelly Powdc
3 pekgs. Raisins. . .. 5

3 pckgs. Currants.. .. .. ..
3 peckgs. Cornstarch .. .. .. .
2 Cans oa:mon.. .. !
6 Cakes Comfort Soap

3 Cans Peas.. .. ..

3 Cans Corn.. .. .

Grant’s Groce.

@37 City Ro0ad - 'Phone

Who's Your Piumber:

CARLAND @ REGA
OF ‘COURoK!

BaKing

Use BUTTERNUT
BREAD a whle: you'll
enjoy the change. A
lovely loaf s BUTTER-
NUT BREAD:—made
from the choicest flour—
light, flaky, delicious, with
a beautiful well browned
crust, A tastier bread
you never ate. You'l

be delighted with it.

Grocers Sell It

The total cut of lumber in Canada in
1912 was 4,389,723,000 feet, board meas-
ure, valued at $69,475,784, which produc-
tion represents a decrease of ten per
cent from that of 1911. There was a
greater or less decrease in each province
except Saskatchewan, where during 1912
i the cut increased by 16 per cent, 99 per
| cent of the lumber there produced be-
'mg spruce. Qntario still leads the prov-
linces in lumber production, cutting 31.6
\lpcr cent of the total; British Columbia
mnakes a close suond and, as its per-
lcentuge pmdudxon is increasing, wlnlL;
I that of Ontario is falling® off, the posi-|
| tion of these two provinces may pos-|
| sibly be reversed in the report for 1913. |
] Twenty-eight different kinds of wood !
| were reported as being sawn into lumber
Em 1912, the leading species being spruce,
| white pine, Douglas fir, and hemlock. |
The cut of these species is inc reasing |
| every year, with the exception of white |
.plm which has remained practically si.:-|

| ent indicutions, will soon take third or

\

Jlu

en fourth place.

[ tionary since 1909 and which, from pres-,  k
| [E
"There' were afso cut-in>Canada durine

Anyone in St. Jolin will tell
that good plumbing is assured }
do the work. We -employ
skilled workmen and guarantee
isfaction. The best of Plum

_ Supplies cah always be found
in large quantities at attra
prices. 'Phong Main 2679-11.

Get our Estimate
CARLAND & REGAN, 86 Princ:..

FIRE INSURANCE

Absolute recurity for the leass money

E. L. JARVIS

General Amt for laﬂltne Pﬂ"hea
$ Agents Wanted




