
Trappist Monastry At Oka
Burned; Loss Quarter MillionV

Montreal, Dec. 27—The famed monastery of the Trappist Monks, at Oka, 
Quebec, was burned to the ground this morning. The Are started about two 
o’clock, and at seven o’clock the immense buildsng had been completely destroy- » 
ed. The burned structure contained the chapel, library with valuable manu­
scripts, etc., and the loss is estimated at about a quarter of a million dollars. 
There was no loss of life. ! ,

The cheese factory and agricultural and experimental farm buildings, oper­
ated by the monks, were saved. /

Dual Empire Unable 
To Carry On War Long

Hungary Especially Likely to Collapse, 
Unless Peace Movement Successful- 
People in Ecstacy at Thought of End 
of War

place on the nation, especially as regards 
Hungary, a burden which it is unable 
to bear anil that a collapse will be in­
evitable.

“The newspapers are not allowed, al­
though they have tried to sav how and 
why the people long so anxiously fo% 
peace. Today almost every one of the 
morning papers appeared with the first 
page blank, the leading articles having 
been censored entirely. But they were 
permitted to describe scenes and conver­
sations, and these are quite adequate to 
reveal what the people feel and, what 
they expect

“It was a common tiring a few* days 
ago, when the newspapers announced 
that a peace offer was made to aee peo­
ple kiss each other in the cafes while 
elderly shopkeepers and merchants broke 
into tears, sang songs in streets and of­
fered prayers of thanks. They behaved 
tike children of pure happiness in the 
1-ope that their tortures were about com­
ing to an end."

London, Dec. 27—(New York Times' 
cable)—A despatch to the Morning Post 
from Budapest says:

“Since the peace offer was made, King 
Charles has been In constant consulta­
tion with his advisers. He saw Count 
Tissa twice. Count Berchtold is almost 
always in attendance, and, as is well- 
known, he has great influence with the 
emperor, who considers him the most 
able diplomatist of the monarchy.

“Among the many and most difficult 
problems confronting the emperor arc 
grave internal conditions, the burning 
question of map power and the ever­
lasting political crisis in Austria.

"In all these super tasks the question 
of peace seems to occupy first place in 
the best minds of the monarchy at 
present

“Everybody feds that unless the peace 
movement is successful, the coming mili­
tary efforts, aa well as the sacrifices de­
mand 
thdr

ed of the people, will-far overtax 
strength and resources and will

Germans A Bit Ahead Of Time
Arranging, at the Hague, Eor Peace 

Conference Which They Propose
London, Dec. 27—A despatch from the Hague to the Exchange Telegraph 

Company says:
“In view of the preparatory meeting of delegates to a peace conference sug­

gested in the German reply to President Wilson, German agents have arrived 
at the Hague and are making inquiries fier hotel accommodations for German 
delegates.” (

\

REAL ESTATE NEWS
ALLES ARE TIERTransfers of real estate have hee* .re­

corded as follows:
St John Countjg

G. P. Bettinson to Julia Bettinson, 
property in Lancaster.

Heirs of James Bettinson to E. E. Bet­
tinson, property in Lancaster.

William Bolton to Mrs. Margaipt Bol­
ton, property in Summer street.
Kings County

Charlotte M. Lester to G. B. Jones, 
property in Springfield.

H. M. Campbell to Beatrice M. Car- 
son, property In Sussex.

Adam Murray to Margaret Murray, 
property in Sussex.

M. J. Thome to G. B. Jones, property 
in Springfield. __________

?
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Speech by Eeperer in Otaniig 
Diet — New Convention With 
Russia *

Toklo, Dec. 27.—The Diet was 
ed today by the emperor. In his ad­
dress from the throne he expressed his 
gratification that the relations between 
the empire and the treaty powers were 
growing doser. He declared that the 
alliance with Great Britain and the con­
vention with Prance were becoming 
stronger, and called attention also to the 
new convention with Russia, which he 
termed a matter for congratulation.

The emperor explained that he had 
ordered the minister to draft buis ne­
cessary for the development of the 
country, “keeping In mind the world 
situation,” and asked the Diet to co­
operate in passing these measures. The 
house was then adjourned to January

open-

!

ANOTHER WESTERN 
BATTALION COMING?

j
For the last few days a report has 

been circulated in military circles to the 
effect that another western battalion is 
to arrive in St John soon. It is learn­
ed that no official information has been 
received at the office of the New Bruns­
wick command, yet some of the officers 
have heard the report and think it quite 
possible that we may get another unit. 
The unit, if it comes our way, will 
make only a temporary stay.

21.

ALFONSO BRINES 
ABOUT RETURN Of 

SOME OF BELGIANS
INCREASE CARRYING 

CAPACITY OF VESSELS
London, Dec. 27.—King Alfonso of 

Spain has persuaded the German gov­
ernment to' repatriate a large number of 
Belgian workmen who were deported! 
into Germany, saye a Madrid despatch 
to the Radio Agency.

The despatch says that the Spanish 
ambassador In Berlin has telegraphed 
his home government to this effect and 
has been instructed to continue his ef­
forts so as to obtain the liberation of 
the greatest number possible of Bel­
gians.

London, Dec. 27—It is understood that 
Sir Joseph MacLay, shipping controUer, 
has made a proposal to owners which 
should effect a considerable increase in 
the carrying capacity of the British mer­
cantile marine. It is that the closing of 
what is known as' tonnage openings in 
shelter deck steamers and the strength­
ening of certain portions of the struc­
tures would allow the load line to be 
raised to some extent with safety. The 
main result of this plan would be, it is 
estimated, that the carrying capacity of 
the mercantile marine would be raised 
250,000 tons. _________

JAIL SUPPLY CONTRACTS 
Contracts for supplies for the county 

jail, tenders for which closed on Friday, 
have been awarded by Sheriff Wilson as 
follows:—Groceries, St. John Mercantile 
Company, Limited; bread, J. & W.
Shaw; meats, J. W. Parlee. Halifax, N. S., Dec. 27—Halifax has

------------- - «««■ -------------- ) had a record building year. The value
PUBLIC UTILITIES of permits issued totalled a million and

The New Brunswick Public Utilities a quarter dollars, an Increase of $160,- 
Commission is meeting in monthly ses- 524 over last year; value of permits 
sion in the provincial government rooms from 1912 to date totals more than three 
this afternoon. million dollars.

NO SION OF MARYLAND
Nantucket, Mass., Dec. 27—The steam 

er Maryland, reported by wireless on 
Christmas night as sinking, had not been 
found today. The coastguard cutters; 
Acushnet and Gresham sent wonl this 
morning that they had found no trace 
of the steamer.
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RECORD BUILDING
YEAR IN HALIFAX
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Note Sent To Belligerents ^ ®MAN 
and The Neutral Powers **

/

\
■*OF CONSPIRACY TO 

VIOLATE NEUTRALITY
mLSSi

'■M
vondon Papers Decry Efforts of Germans to 

Bring About Settlement—Paris Sees Signs 
of Organized Pressure For Peace Brought 
to Bear on Allies

j

JT$8He Presents Counter-Accusations 
and Denies Plot t# Wreck Tun­
nels and Ships

* 7

y tl i •
a^JPia Paris, Dec. 27.—The Tag- 

h. announces that the Swedish dip- 
imatic representatives have handed to 
oth belligerents and neutrals a note in 
apport of those of President Wilson and 
le Swiss government

The London Daily Telegraph stated 
his morning that it understood that the 
wedtih government had sent a note to 
he belligerent nations similar to that 
espatched by Switaerland. 
1RGANIZED 
’RESSURB
New York, Dec. 26.—The following 

ispatch was received from an official 
ouroe In Paris today:
Paris, Dec. 26-—President Wilson’s 

ote has been followed by Switzerland^ 
ote. In this document the federal gov- 
rnment declares that it has been in 
ontact with President Wilson.
On the other side, there are in Paris 

are indications that a very strong prés­
ure is exercised by the German gov- 
mment on neutral governments to in- 
uce them to use their action in favor 
f peace. It is known that similar steps 
vill be taken with other governments 
n other countries where the German in- 
luence Is notoriously very strong.

In these conditions the understanding 
irhich Switaerland Is said to have with 
lie United States throws in the mind of 
he French public a e-rtain suspicion on 
he American Intervention. Public opin­
ion to Paris sees in all this the first act 
if a concerted manoeuvre between neo- 

What has not shocked the French 
opinion coming only from Am- 

. will Strongly hurt that opinion 
: can Suppose that there is an or-

^Ippsure.

i*San Francisco, Dec. 27.—Counter-ac­
cusations of violation of neutrality are 

, expected to continue today at the trial 
of Franz Bopp, German consul-general, 
and six assistants, who are charged with 
conspiracy to violate American neu- 

.. , trality by hampering shipment of muni-
pTvviL'al . .. lions to the Entente allies.

1 he studied impartiality of the Consul Bopp, whose cross-examina- 
American note supplies Germany with a tion was compieted yesterday, said that 
coat of whitewash of which she was American manufacturers were not over­
bad^ in need. Germany proposes an scrupulous in their regard for strict ob- 
lmmediate conference of belligerents, servance of neutrality and that in vari- 
whkh appears to her to be the most ous ways they gought to aid enemies 0f 
promising way of promoting a fissure in the German government.
The Entente. The allies have only one trace these alleged violations that the 
possilile attitude to this: namely, they iocai German consulate employed agents 
will hold no discussion with an un- to visit various parts of the United 
punished criminal or with a power whose States and Canada, Bopp said, but not 
most solemn engagements . are mere for the purpose of dynamiting railroad 
scraps of paper. If Mr. Wilson’s real tunnels and munitions ships, as the gov- 
object was to elicit a plain statement ernment alleged.
of the aims and terms of both sidds, Theodore Hoache, chief counsel for 
®*T'lr ? answer shows that he failed. the defence, introduced correspondence 

It did not require a note to procure from the department of state to Count 
a plain statement of the allied cause. Bemstorff, German ambassador, on the 
Upon the German side the invitation subject of American built submarines 
meets with summary dismissal. The ill- 
conceived note has been frustrated and 
the most dignified course now would he 
its frank withdrawal.”
WASHINGTON 
STILL HOPEFUL

Washington, Dec. 27—Germany’s reply 
to President Wilson’s peace note had not 
been received here in official form eariy 
today and officials were reserving their 
comment until they ûàd opportunity to 
study it. Despite the disappointment
because Germany has not laid down her , .. _ , , „
terms, the general view prevails that the,
reply was another step forward in the tioY> <” parts or" submaririe forging., 
peace movement, because it left room *5? ,CMLin?. hL *he^alon
for subsequent negotiations. Works m thls clty 884 8601 to Mon"

The United States undoubtedly is 
pected by Germany to transmit the 
sense of her reply to the Entente bellig­
erents and the immediate outcome de­
pends upon whether the allies will modi­
fy their determination not to enter a 
conference before terms have been laid 
down.

It was pointed out that the way had 
not been closed for Germany to lay down 
terms as the ailles demand. In a diplo­
matic negotiation of such magnitude and 
scope officials do not look for results to 
be immediately apparent, but expect the 
way to be paved carefully and slowly.

Paris, De<^ 27—“The night was calm 
except on the front between Vachernu- 
ville and Vaux (Verdun 
the artillery was very active,” says to­
day’s announcement from the war of­
fice.

tured her in the name of all cardinal 
virtues, it would teach the world that s

by letting the Americans do the talking 
Germany understands how to get her 
own way eventually in the sphere of

V
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PAPA, DO YOU THINK WE CAN GET 
AWAY WITH IT?

It was to

=

REJCBCE IE 
W JOFFRE 6 send applicationsfor the British government. Included 

was a statement from Charles 
Schwab to the effect that the Bethle­
hem Steel Company was not building 
any submarines for the Entente Allies. 
Schwab explained that the Foil River 
Shipbuilding Company had undertaken : 
to build ten submarines but that none 
would be delivered to any of the belli­
gerents during the war.

Secretary of State Lansing quoted 
Schwab in another communication to 
Count Von Berpstorff in connection 
with the protests which had been made

M. HOW A MARSHAL
T

People Agr^c That He Broke 
German Power at the Marne

Filé Requests For Licenses Far

mi
THE FRENCH HIGH BKMAND ... me *«$cral<.

time

It Hss New Bees Settled Finally Applications Accepted With Re­
serve Note — Attorney-General 
Says There Will be No licenses 
Granted for Next Year

treal, Canada, but that the company's 
interest in them ceased when they were 
delivered to the owners. Bopp main­
tained that this act was unneutral and 
unfriendly.

John A. McGregor, president of the 
Union Iron Works, is to be called today 
by the defence and questioned as to 
the delivery of submarine parts to Can­
ada and also as to the troth of reports 
that the company sent workmen to Can­
ada to assemble the submarines.

IS ex-
—Two Generals Commanding, 
Nivelle on Home Ground, Sarr-

QUIT.>GSP-

^Qertnan government’s reply to Presi­
de 60n’s note is characterized by 

ing newspapers today as evi- 
Germany’s eagerness to bring 

to an end.
Standard says:—“It would be a 

mistake to neglect the German peace 
manœuvres hut R would be even more 
fatal to waste time over them. We 
trust the government will give President 
Wilson a perfectly courteous but also 
a definite reply and then get on with 
the war as energetically as possible.”

The Pall Mall Gazette says:—“Ger­
many has not been slow to seize the ad­
vantages given her by President Wil­
son’s maladroit diplomacy. It would 
he , real triumph for Germany to have 
lerself recognized aa the wire puller of 
the power whose subjects her submarines 
drowned with impunity and which lec-

27—The promptness of
ail ia the Orieat

\er /of
Although the new law abolishing the 

liquor business in the province will go 
into effect on May I next, a large num­
ber of those engaged in the business have 
applied for licenses for the year com­
mencing on that date. Under the old 
act all applications for licenses for the

Paris, Dec. 27—In addition to a de­
cree creating General Joffre a marshal 
of France, President Poincare has signed 
another revoking the decrees of Decem­
ber 2, 1915, and December 18, 1916.

The first of these appointed Marshal 
Joffre commander-in-chief of all the 
French forces, except those in the col­
onies and Morocco, the second said: 
“General Joffre, commander-in-chief of 
the French forces will act as technical 
adviser to the government in all concern­
ing the direction of the war.’’

The high command as now settled fin- 
Havre, Dec. 27.—Captain Plater of al|y> consists of the war committee, com- 

the American steamer Sacramento Posed of Premier Briand, General H- 
which arrived here from Buenos Ayres Lyautey, minister of war; Rear-Admir- 
with a cargo of wheat, reports that he »J Lacaze, minister of marine; Albeil 
was stopped in the English Channel by j Thomas, minister of natidnal manufac- 
a German submarine. The commander ! tores; Alexandre Ribot, minister of fin- 
of the submarine ordered him on board ance, and President Poincare. There are 
with his papers and, after examining two generals commanding, General Niv- 
them said: “Yon are carrying wheat, j elle of the armies of the north and north- 
which we consider contraband of war, east, who also assures a liaison with the

that I allied staffs, and General Sarraii, of the 
army of the Orient, who, as already an­
nounced, Is no longer answerable to 
grand headquarters, but directly to the 
minister of war.

The press and public are unanimous 
of in welcoming the revival of the dignity 

of the marshal in favor of General Jof­
fre. All agree that he broke the Ger­
mon power once for all by the victory 
of the Marne and saved the capital of 
the country from humiliation and de- 

on spair.
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SUBMARINE LET HER 60
Wheat Laden Vessel Bouad for. 

Havre Passed’Because of Beiag 
American

coming year must be filed by ^December 
28 in order to give the board time to 
pass on them. This year tlfe dealers arc 
following their usual custom of filing 
their applications despite tile fact that 
the new law would prevent thjj* granting 
of the applications.

It' was reported that the dealers had 
received an intimation that they might 
as well present their applications in view 
of possible developments, but inquiries 
this morning failed to elicit evidence of 
any hope held out by the authorities. So 
far as the dealers themselves will ad­
mit they see no prospect of being allow­
ed to continue in business. There still is 
a period of four months before the new 
act goes into effect, however, and they 
want to be prepared in case any change 
in the situation should arise during that 
time.

The number of licenses issued for the 
current year in the city totalled seventy- 
one; of these fifty were tavern licenses; 
twelve were for wholesale houses ; six for 
hotels and three for breweries. Appli­
cations have been received already for 
twenty-one taverns, two wholesale 
houses and two hotels, and the time lim­
it under the present law will not expire 
until tomorrow.

John B. Jones, liquor license inspector, 
said this morning that he is accepting 
my applications which are presented to 
him because he has no power to do 
otherwise under the act by which he 
holds office. In doing so, however, he 
lias been careful to make it clear that 
the acceptance of the application gives 
no promise that it will be granted. This 
is shown by the form of receipt, which 
explains the situation as follows:—

“I have received this application be­
cause the Liquor License Act, 1916, is 
still in force, but I beg to call your at­
tention to the fact that by section 195 
of the ‘Intoxicating Liquor Act, 1916’ the 
liquor License Act 1915 will be repealed 
from and after the first day of May, 
1917.’

sector), where

“Lieut. Herteaux on December 24 
brought down his fourteenth airplane 
between Chaulnes and Hyeneourt-Le- 
Grand (south of the Somme.)”

THROUGH THE ICE 
WTO L1Y LAKE

®k muent
to France. It is lucky for you 
your ship is American otherwise we 
should have torpedoed you with great 
pleasure. You can proceed. Good luck 
to you.”

II1

X
New Proposals for Equal Re- 

presentatioa ol Unionists aa«l 
Natioaalists—Ulster Net Ex-

tiSUing Incident took place at Lily 
Lake ofl^Monday afternoon when a man 
of about 22 years plunged through thin 
ice into the water in the middle of the 
lake. He had been skating, and while 
skimming across the surface did not no­
tice the indications of thin ice until it 
cracked beneath him and he plunged in­
to the water. He is unable to swim and 
kie predicament was a dangerous one. 
Fortunately, there was assistance at hand 
and the city road engineer, George N. 
Hatfield, promptly took charge of the 
task of rescuing the victim of “,n acci­
dent who waa managing to keep afloat 
by holding on to the edges of the ice, 
though it continued to crack beneath his 
weight.

A human chain was formed over the 
dangerous surface until Mr. Hatfield was 
able to catct the young man ar. pull 
klm out. A.ter first aid treatment in 
the shelter on shore, the victim was lit­
tle the worse for his ducking, but his 
escape was considered a narrow one.

A The only steamer of the name 
Sacramento listed in available maritime 

I records is reported by the New York 
maritime register to have been recently 

I transferred from American to British 
J ownership. She was blacklisted by the 

British admiralty in April, 1916, 
London, Dec. 27—Informal discussions charges of aiding German ships in the 

and consultations are proceeding for set- ! Pacific, but was remove’d from the 
.. , . ,, T—i ,. ., i blacklist last October,tlement of the Irish question, says the
Manchester Guardiun. New proposals Norwegian Sunk
which are being considered provide for I lA)ndon Dec. 27.—Lloyd’s reports the 
something m the nature of equal repre- | sinki of thc Norwegian steamship Sno, 
sentabon for Unionist and Nationalist , j g2g tons gross.
in an Irish parliament. Home rule for j ’ “ -------------.«» .
all of Ireland is the basis of the sugges- _ .nmiiiin uilTlI Tlir
tiens, which do not contemplate the CHRIS I MAS WIlH I HE
exclusion of Ulster.

INTERNED BRITISHERS 
IN A GERMAN CANIF

eluded

ANOTHER CANDIDATE 
The name of R. H. Cother is men­

tioned in connection with the office of 
provincial inspector under the prohibit­
ory law. Mr. Cother has been a life­
long member of temperance organiza­
tions. Mr. Cother has just returned 
from a three-weeks visit to Boston.

PheRz and
Pherdfnand

THE BOY WHO SMILED 
About forty boys listened eagerly in 

the Boys’ Club last evening to li. E. 
Armstrong’s short and touching story of 
a boy who always smiled. When Mr. 
Armstrong went to St. Andrews to live, 
he soon learned about Sammy William­
son, the boy who smiled at his games 
of hockey, or basket ball, or baseball, 
or at his work, and whose good nature 
was infectious. Sammy grew up smil­
ing, and enlisted, and went to the war; 
and there, too, he smiled, whether at thc 
base or in the trenches or working a ma­
chine gun on the parapet. He smiled at 
last in the face of Death, for Death 
found him at the post of duty. His 
comrades mourned their loss, for his con­
stant chccriness had been an inspiration 
to them all.

S REPORTBerlin, Dec. 26—United States Ambas­
sador Gerard attended the Christmas 
celebration of the interned British civil­
ians at Ruhleben today. In spite of all 
the hampering circumstances, the prison­
ers arranged an imposing Christmas pro­
gramme, and, thanks to parcels from 
home, were able to einjoy a fairly merry 
Christmas so far as creature comforts 
were concerned.

CLERGYMAN SHOT 
BY POLICEMAN IN 

MISTAKE FOR THIEF

Issued by Author­
ity of the Depart­
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Stu­
ped, director of 
meterologicai service

*.*
(Sgd) “J. B. JONES, 

“Inspector."
When asked about the application? 

this morning, Hon. J. B. M. Baxter, at­
torney general, said that the old act must 
remain in force until May 1, in order to 
provide for enforcement of the regula­
tions, and as 't is in force the inspector 
must accept any applications which are 
piesented. He did not see any reason 
for presenting the applications, as hr 
could say with absolute certainty that 
no licenses would be issued for 1917.

MOTHER AND LITTLE
SON BURNED TO DEATH Synopsis—A fairly important disturb­

ance centred near Lake Superior has 
caused snow in Manitoba and northern 
Ontario and sleet and rain in the lower 
Lake region. In Quebec and the mari­
time provinces and also in Alberta the 
weather has been fair and cold.

Ottawa Valley—Milder with snow or 
sleet. Thursday, mostly fair.

Sleet or Rain.
Maritime—Moderate winds, fair; 

Thursday, milder with some sleet or 
rain.

New England—Klin and warmer to­
night. Thursday, cloudy, probably rain, 
southeast and south winds, increasing to 
fresh and moderately strong.

Regina, Sask., Dee. 27—Sachitoc Cor- 
misn, aged six, is dead, his mother is 
not expected to live and a younger 
brother was seriously burned as the re­
sult of a pouring of coal oil on the kit­
chen fire.

St. Louis, Mo, Dec. 27—Rev. Lot E. 
Doty, a Baptist minister, is in a serious 
f jfriition today from a gunshot wound 
inflated by a patrolman, who last night 
mistook the clergyman for a robber 
when he was making a purchase in a

The patrolman said Dr. Doty had 
tieen pointed out to him as a robber, 
and that he shot when the minister re­
fused to comply with his command to 
lold up his hands. Dr. Doty was put­
ting some change into his pocket and 
be patrolman said he believed he was 

drawing a revolver.

ROADS NOT FAVORABLE.
Countrymen coming to the city within 

the last few days report that the roads 
are very bad. Sleighing may be en­
joyed in places, but it is followed by 
long stretches of bare ground. One 
countryman from the vicinity of Black 
Hiver said this morning that there was 
neither sleighing nor wheeling in the 
country now. The farmers are encount­
ering considerable difficulty in reaching 
the city with produce, especially those 
situated in remote daces.

GOOD CROSSING.
As a result of the cold spell there is 

now six inches of ice on the Kennebec- 
casis river and men are skating across 
to Mi)lirigeville from Bayswater and 
Somerville. Yesterday two teams came 
down from Whitehead to Millidgeville. 
If the cold snap continues it is exp-cted 
that a large number will come to the 
city to dispose of produce before New 
Year’s day.

THE COUNTY HOSPITAL 
In addition to those mentioned else­

where in The Times as contributors to 
the Christmas cheer in the County Hos­
pital at East St. John are Royal Stand­
ard Chapter, I. O. D. E, Mayor Hayes, 
H. J. Mowatt, Mrs. Fielding Rankine, 
and Mr. and Mrs. J. King Kelley. Dr. 
Farris end staff extend hearty thanks.
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