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here. Now, I would like to say, while
I am on this subject, that the call for men
in the British Empire, including Canada, is
insignificantly small with what it is in
other civilized countries. In France, with
a population of 38,000,000, there are 112
soldiers per thousand of the population ; in
Germany, with a population of 52,000,000,
there are 61 soldiers per thousand of the
population ; in Russia, with a population of
129,000,000, they have 27 soldiers per thou-
sand of the population, and in the British
Empire, including India, Canada, Australia,
and all the British possessions, with a popu-
lation of 386,000,000, there are only 2% sol-
diers per thousand of the population. If
we were to pay according to our total ex-
ports we should pay instead of $2,000,000
odd, $21,000,000, if, according to our total
expenditure, $16,000,000, instead of $2,000,-
000 odd, for the defence of this country.
Take it in any way you like, either by popu-
lation, or exports, or expenditure, or per
capita, we are only paying about one-tenth
of what other civilized nations expend on
defence. As I have said, I do not wish to
be an alarmist, but we may be called upon
at any moment, suddenly, to take part in
what may prove to be a life and death
struggle for the British Empire. Things
are not going along too smoothly either in
the east or in the west, and it behooves us
as Canadians to take time by the forelock,
and, as Lord Salisbury said in his speech
before the Primrose League, ‘ let every man
arm himself for the defence of the coun-
try.’ There is another thing I would like
to call the attention of the hon. Minister
of Militia to, and it is that we should be in
a position to manufacture our own rifles
and our own ammunition, I am fully
aware that at the present time we have a
cartridge factory at Quebec, a factory which
is, I TDbelieve, carried on in a very
satisfactory manner, so far as it goes, but,
I do not think that there is in the pos-
session of Canada anything like suffici-
ent ammunition or the amount of rifles that
we should have. I am sorry to say that we
cannot take the British Isles as an example
to follow, for I find, in a most excellent ar-
ticle that I read in the Fortnightly Review
some time ago under the heading of ‘An
Unarmed People,” that the reserve stock of
rifles on hand in Great Britain last January
was under 1,000. As fast as they are made
they are shipped off, and in January last at
the Cape in South Africa, for an army of
250,000 men they only had 230 rifles in re-
serve. That was a scandalous state of
affairs. There was another case in which
800 volunteers were sent to the front to take
their part against the enemy and rifles were
put into their hands the day before they
were sent to the front that not one man
amongst them had ever handled before, so
that it was simply impossible to expect the
best results to be achieved by these men
under these circumstances. Taking their
own word for it, all that the factories in
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Greai; Britain can turn out, if they are
working over-time, are 20,000 rifles a month,
whereas, in France, Austria, Germany and
the United States, there are several fac-
tories that can turn out at least 65,000 rifles
a month. We find that Great Britain is
very much behind in the position of being
able to supply a sufficient number of rifles
for a large army.

Now, I feel certain that the government
have only to ask for sufficient money to
put us in a proper state of defence and
readiness and they will find that the peo-
ple of Canada are in the humour to give
them all they ask. I never remember a
time since.I have been in this House, which
has been for a great number of years, that
there has been any murmuring against mili-
tia expenditure. Whenever the Minister of
Militia has asked for ceriain sums for the
militia I have mever heard an hon. mem-
ber get up in this House and say that he
thought the amount required was extrava-
gant. I believe that the members of the
House are alive to the fact that Canada
must take her part amongst the other col-
onies of Great Britain, and she can only do
that by placing herself in a proper state of
defence. Lt.-Col. Denison also showed that
the sum of from $2 to $5 per head was the
amount that was expended by the different
civilized nations of the world for the de-
fence of their countries, whereas, Canada,
as I have already shown, expends only 40
cents per head. Surely the government
would not take it amiss if I were to advise
them that they should at least spend $1 per
head, which would give $5,000,000, and
which should be given to the hon. Minister
of Militia to expend in the manner in which
he thought best to produce desirable results,
which would be only half of what other
countries expend. In regard to this pension
I would ask hon. gentlemen not to be afraid
of the amount that it will come to. Before
I sit down I intend to read what the Eng-
lish pension list comes to, but even that
would amount to very little indeed if grant-
ed to the men who would call for it. If a
Pension Bill were brought in now, I believe
it would be some three or four years before
a single man could claim the pension under
this list that I shall read. I hope it is in-
tended by the government that no man shall
be allowed a pension whatever until he has
served twenty years. Any man who leaves
the service under that time will be young,
and it should not be considered that he is
entitled to any pension, at least, not in a
country like this, but, when a man has
served twenty years, I think he is entitled
to a pension and a good one. I would draw
the attention of the House to the fact that
no man ought to get a pension unless the
Minister of Militia is satisfied that his con-
duct has been good for the whole time dur-
ing his service.

‘With regard to the number of men which
Canada has sent to South Africa, we are
liable to boast in this country that we have



