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: g-. and the witness sald that there
i was about a foot on one side difference
between the line of the upper and
jower windows, as far as he was able
to judge.

Q.—Mr. Hammett said also that the
south side of the windows was on a
dlme. Would you contradict him?

/A.—No. 1 took only casual notice.

Q.—Would the way the windows
were cut weaken the wall very much?

"A.—Any openings would weaken it.

; Strength of Pillars.

Q.—The evidence is that a wall In
®he center had been removed and pil-
Iars were put in. Were these as
strong as the old wall

A.—I am not prepared to give
opinion on that matter now.

Q.—You spoke to Mr. Hammett about
¢he cutting of so many openings in
the east wall, and also about the open-
ings not being one above another?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Under the circumstances ther?,
would you think that an 18-inch wall
on the ground and first floors sufficient
for a four-story building?

A.—An 18-inch wall is always con-
¢ldered a safe wall for such a build-
ing. .

Q.—Do you think that an 18-inch
wvall between the stores of Hamilton,
Long & Co. and Reid's thick enough?

A.—Yes. I don’t believe you would
find as thick a wall in half of the fac-
tories or wholesales of the city.

That’s only a two-brick wall,” said
one of the jurors.

“It is a good wall, nevertheless,” Mr.
Graydon replied.

The engineer also added that he
had told Mr. Wilson that the placing
of steel girders instead of wood lintels
in the east wall, where the windows
had been cut, would greatly strength-
en it. But he had not advised Mr. Wil-
son, Mr. Hammett or anyone else to do
anything in this line.

Mr. Percy Robinson.

Mr. Percy Robinson, an employe at
#fAamilton, Long & Co.'s store, was a
victim of the disaster, and sustained
slight injuries.

Q.—Where were you employed prior
to the disaster?

A.—At Hamilton,
store.

Q.—Where were you at the time of
the disaster?

A.—Twenty or thirty feet from the
front of the store.

Q.—Where was Mr. Gifford?

A —I do not know.

Q.—Where were you in the store?

A.—I was coming from behind the
eounter when I saw, some dust and a
brick falling from the west wall.

Q.—What next did you see?

A.—1 did not know any more until
£ found myself down in the cellar.

Q.—Where did the brick come from?

A.—The brick seemed to come from
half-way down the west wall.

Mr. Fred Weise.

Fred Weise, a laborer, who was
Wworking for Mr. Calhoun, the plasterer,
at the Reid building, was next called.

Q. —When did you start work
{here?

A—On Monday at noon.

Q.—Where were you working?

A.—At the front end of the store.

Q.—What were you doing?

A.—Chiseling out cracks on the brick
pier for the plaster to stick to.

Q.—~How big was the pier?

A.—It was about 3 feet south from
the front wall, and was the thickness
of the wall.

Q.—Was this work completed?

A.—Yes.

Q.—You were chipping out joints in

the brick so as to make the plaster
adhere?

A.—Yes.

Q.-—Which side were you
on?

A.—On the Hamilton & Long store
side.

Q—Did you sce anything wrong at
any time?

A.—No.

Q.—Did the iron posts appear to be
strong enough and all right?

A.—They seemed all right,

Q.—What was the first you knew of
the accident?

A.—I heard someone shout,
out, boys—it’s coming.”

. Q.—Who shouted?

A.—I thought it was Alex. McWain.

Q—Why did you think it was Mc-
Wain?

A.—Because I saw him go across the
room to the west side, and just after
1 heard the call from his direction.

Q.—Did you hear anyone else shout?

A.—No.

Q.—What next?

A.—The moment I heard the volce
%here was a crash, and the building
<collapsed.

Q.—What kind of a noise
hear first?

A.—Like timbers breaking some-
where near the center wall, where the
mew iron girders were on the Hamil-
ton & Long side.

Q—What did you see?

A.—I loocked up at the ceiling and
saw & crack come down the ceiling
- from the back of the store. The ceil-
.~ img opened out from -the back.

: Q. —What did you do?
A.—I1 stepped over the wall to got
© ‘ento Reld's side, and was Kknocked
down, and saw no more.
Q.—Did you go down with the floors?
‘A.—No.
Q.—Who were there with you?
A.—The four other plasterers. .
Q.—Was the crack in the center of
the celling?
A.—Near the center wall, but T aid

an

Long & Co.’s

working

“Look

dia you

start?
A.—It started about the south end
of the girder and a few feet from it.

Q.—Did you have occasion to go In-

. fo the upper part of the Reid building
‘#t any time?
A.—No.
Mr. John Jones.
. Mr. John Jones, the contractor and
: uilder, who tendered for the contract
“#or all the work on the Reid building,
8 then examined.
Q.—D1d you tender for the contract?
A—Xi

] gard to goods being

previous witness, swore that he had
tendered for the changes in the Crys-
tal Hall. He had gone through the
building, but had not examined it
minutely.

Q.—Did you have any conversation
with Mr. Hamiltén on the subject?

A.—]I may have. %

Q.—Did you say anything to Mr.
Hamilton to the efféct that he would
have to move out before you would go
ahead with the work, if you got the
job?

A.—No, I _did net.

Q.—I may tell you, Mr. Jones, that
you were brought here because of a
street rumor to the effect that you had
said it would be dangerous to make
repairs to the building with the peo-
ple in there, and that if you had se-
cured the contract you would have in-
sisted upon Hamilton, Long & Co.
moving out?

A —It's entirely wrong.
such thing at any time.

Q.—If you had taken the contract,
would you have insisted on the firm
moving out? |

A —1 can’t say what I would have
done.

Q.—What is your opinion as to the
east wall? - Had it been weakened by?
the openings for the windows?
A.—That’'s a question for an ¢x-
pert. A

Q.—Isn’t a builder an expert?

A.—No. He gets his plans and goes
by them. There are certain rules laid
down for the government of such
things, and these rules are to be found
in books.

Q —If you had taken the contract,
would you have consulted thesc
books?

A.—I can’t say what I would have
done. But as a rule the builder ac-
cepts aes all right the plans of the
.architect.

Q.—Did the taking out of the center
wall and the putting in of iron pillars
weaken the building? Were the pillars
as strong as the old wall?

A.—I think that's a question for an
expert, too, but I believe the pillars
were sufficient.

Q.—What - would you have done if
vou had been ordered to take out the
center wall and put in pillars?

A.—TI'd have shored it up, the same
as was done, I suppose.

Mr. John McDonald.

Mr. John McDonald, a carpenter,was
working for Mr. Wilson on the job.
The first thing he did was assist in
the shoring up, when the wall between
Hamilton, Long & Co.s and Reid’s was
being taken out. It took nine or ten
days to do the work. The job was car-
ried through without any mishaps.The
wall had been Temoved in the usual
way so far as he had seen, all the
shoring being done for the ground
floor. He was about 30 feet from the
front, over Reid's, when the building
fell, and was handing out some of the;
old shelving to be carted away. Sev-
eral other men—Ibbotson, Hall, and
Anderson—were helping him. The
first he heard was a cracking of tim-
bers to the east of him, and then he
saw the ceiling falling. He could not
say which ceiling it was, he was so ex-
cited. Then he ran for the stairs to
the west, but he was covered with
dust and .could see nothing, nor could
he locate the stairway.

To a juror—The floor upon which I
was standing—at least, a part of it—
went down.

To Mr. McKillop—I don’t know what
part of the ceiling it was I saw come
down first. The joists below my feet
went down.

Mr. John Hall.

Mr. Hall also worked for Mr. Wil-
son. He had not had anything to_ do
with the putting in of frames and
casings in the east wall. The day be-
fore the disaster he had removed the-
last of the shoring from the center
wall. The only reason all the shoring
had not been removed the Friday or
Saturday before the crash was that
quitting time came as the men were
at work on the job.

‘When the accident occurred he heard
a noise to the east. He did not know
whether the center wall was the first
to gave way.

Mr. John Creckett.

Mr. Crockett is a carpenter, and was
working for Mr. Wilson on the new
Reid warehouse on Clarence street. He
knew nothing of the affair and was al-

lowed to go without further examina-
tion.

I said mo

Mr. Go.o. i1bbotson.

Mr. Ibbotson, a carpenter for Mr.
Wilson, was on the ground floor. The
first he heard was a crash at the
center wall between Reld’s and Ham-
ilton & Long’s. The sound was in:
Reid’'s, but mear to Hamiiton &]
Long’s. ;

Mr. Wm. Foley.

Mr. Foley was Mr. Smerlies’ man-
ager, and was around the building all
the time. He had seen the center
wall removed, but had noticed noth-
ing wrong.

Q.—Did you notice anything in re-

brought in?

A.—Yes. :

Q.—When?

A.—On Monday and Tuesday prev-
ious to the wwreck. :

Q.—What did you see come in?

A.—About two carloads of stone
jars came in. ’

Q.—How many lorry loads?

A.—About eight or nine.

Q—Where were they piled?

A.~Just inside the ‘butlding.

Q—Did you make any remark to
Mr, Reid, or anyone else about these
goods coming in?

A.—Not about the Jars, but the
crates.

Q. —How blg were they?

A.—About four by six feet.

Q.—When did they come in? ;

A ~Wednesday or Thursday be-:
fore the wreck. :

Q.—Where were they placed?

A.—On the second floor. They wers:
taken off the elevator and carted to.
the front of the bullding. 3

Q.—Were any, so far forward they
went down in the crash? ‘

A.~1 wouldn’t say how many but
some did. :

Q. —Goods were piled close to Dun-
das street? 3

A~—Yen. S

Q—Hew many?

{moved into the Clarence street store.

iat the back of Hamilten & Long's
{ store.

.,

though they were moving in instead
‘'of moving out. Later Mr. Reid and
his son came to me and told me 1
had too much to say, and that it
would be time enough for me to talk
after the 15th of the month, when
Mr. Smerlies’ possession would taks|
place. Mr. Reid said, “You ought to
be satisfled with the way the work
is going, as you de not take posses-
sion wuntil the 15th.” -

Q.—You saw goods come in on th
Friday before the crash? :

A.—Yes; two crates.

Q.—Did you notice what goods were
up on the second and third floors?

A—I saw Mr. Loney and a man.
named Harry unpacking goods on ths
second and third floors a week be-
fore the accident.

Q—How many crates?

A.—I saw them at work only once.

Q.—You can’'t say how the quantity
of goods at the time of the accident
compared with the usual stock?

A.—No. L

Q—What was over
Long’s?

A.—There was a lot of goods. There
was a row of bins on the second floor
along each wall, and a double row
down the center. There was also a
large weight of goods on the third
floor, too.

Architect Thomas.

Mr. J. L. Thomas, the local archi-
tect, swore that he had occasion to
go through Reid’s Crystal Hall in
April with Mr. Smerlies and Mr. Geo.
Andrews, a Greek friend of Mr. Smer-
lies.

The proposed alterations were
pointed out, including the conversion
of the first floor, by the removal of
two walls into a bowling alley; also,
more windows in the east wall to
light Hamilton & Long’s store, as cer-
tain windows in the south end werse
to be blocked.

The changes proposed were not
practically the same as had been
made, as Mr. Smerlies had asked him
to cut larger windows than had been
put in by the contractors.

Witness had pointed to the cutting
of windows on the east wall as the
hardest job of all, and had suggest-
ed that steel girders be put in in-
stead of wood lintels.

Mr. Thomas declared the columns
which had been put in when the cen-
ter wall had been torn down, were too
weak. They were only 5-inch columna
which would only carry- a load of
1413, tons, but the evidence showed
b3 tons.

But we have no evidence to show
that the posts gave way,” said Mr.
McKillop.

“You don't know that yet’” Mr.
Thomas replied, “There’'s one post out
there now. Wait till the debris has
been cleared away.” ;

Q.—How about the wood lintels?

A.—The pine lintels over the win-
dows would not carry the load expect-
ed of them.

Mr. Thomas then explained that the
columns of the center wall were not
bolted at top or bottom, and were
liable to skid under a load. He had
not inspected all the columns, but was
basing his statements on the one col-
umn he had seen, which showed that
it could not be bolted to a plate. In
nine cases out of ten the cap, column
and base are one.

“You had a lawsuit with Mr. Smer-
lies?” Mr. McKillop asked.

A.—Yes, but I am not prejudiced. I
am on my path.

Q.—You said that Mr. Murray had
taken the work away from you un-
fairly, did you not?

A.—I said I was afrald that some-
thing unprofessional had been done.

Q.—You said alse that Frank Reid
had objected to you as architect?

A.—Mr. Smerlies swore in the box
that Frank Reld had said to him, “If
you engage that man Thomas I won’t
sign the lease.”

This concluded Mr. Thomas’
dence.

Hamilton &

evi-

Contractor Wilson.

Mr. R. G. Wilson, the contractor who
was awarded the contract fer all the
alterations at the Reid building, was
called. Before giving evidence Mr.
Wilson asked for the protection of the
Canada evidence act threugh his law-
yer, Mr. McEvoy.

Q.—Whom did you take the contract
from?

A.—From Mr. Smerlies.

Q.—How did you tender for it?

A.—I1 tendered for it on plans sub-
mitted by Mr. Murray, the architect.

Q.—Have you got these plans?

A.—I have part of the blue prints
of the copy of the plans I had. I lost
the rest.

Q—When did you take the con-
tract?

A.—About June 1.

Q—What work was done there by
your own men?

A.—We took down the fixtures, put
the shoring down the center, and did
the carpenter work reguired.

Q.—Where did you do this work?

A —We took the fixtures from the
first floer of Reid's store, which we

Q.—What else did you do2

A.—Nothing more on the ground
floor. 1

Q.—Did you interfere with any wall
on that floor?

A.—Not in Mr. Reid's store.

Q.—In Hamilton & Long’s store?

A.—Yes. We built a new wall inside

Q.—Did you interfere with the outer
wall?

A.—No, not on the ground floor.

Q—What did you do on the first
floor?

A.—Put up the shoring to take the
center wall out.

Q.—How much of the wall?

A.—About 40 feet.

Q.—How many openings did you put
in the center wall?

The Openings.
A.—An opening at each column, and

one to cuot the pler at the right height.
Q.—Where did you rest your sher- ]

?
A—On the joists of the ground

Q—1s this customary and good prac-
tice?
A.—Yes, where the joists run the

C -

A—We put a continuous timber all

the way down.

~—About two weeks.

Q—How long-did the shorings re-
main? ;

A.—Untll Friday morning, July 12.

Q.—Were the shorings - all taken
away on Friday?

A—All but twe or three pieces,
which were left until Monday.

Q.—Where were these pleces left?

A.—At the center.

Q.—When were these - pleces
moved? :

A.—On Monday.

Q.—Did you take any particular no-
tice of the work being done at the re-
moving of the wall? :

A.—Not particularly, but I looked af-
ter the shoring. i

Q.—Were the shorings properly put
up?

A .—Properly.

Q.—Was there any sinking or sag-
ging when the™wall was taken out?

A.—No.

Q.—Did you see anything to cause
you to fear trouble?

A.—No.

Q.—The work of putting in the col-
umns, guides and pillars was whose
work ?

A.—The bricklayers are supposed to
assist, and the work is controlled by
the builder.

Q.—Did you have anything to do
with cutting the windows in the east
wall?

A.—No more than putting the win-
dow frames and sashes in.

Q.—What did you notice in regard
to the position of the windows on that
side?

A.—The first pair to the south were
one above the other.

Q.—The next two?

A.—About even on the south side.

Q.—Were Mr. Hammett's statements
about all the windows in the south
wall eorrect?

A.—1 do not know.
Q.—In good buildings
windews be in line, one

other?

A.—They should be in lne.
Q.—What other work did you do?
Took Out a Cross-Wall.
A.—We took out a cross-wall about
26 feet back from the rear wall of

Hamilton & Long’s store.

Q.—On which floor?

A.—On the first and second floors.

Q.—What effect did the accident
have on that part of the building?

A.—It remains standing with about
36 or 37 feet of building in front.

Q.—Did you put the window frames
in the east wall?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Did you notice anything weak-
ening? i

A.—No.

Q.—What kind of lintels did you
put in at these windows? :

A.—Wooden lintels on the outside
6 inches by 12 inches, and on the in-
side 2 inches by 12 inches.

Q.—How far into each side of . the
wall did the lintels go?

A.—Six" or seven inches
side of the window.

Q.—At any time did you notice any
weakening of any of the walls?

A.—No.

Q.—What other work did you do on
the building?

A.—The same
floor.

Q.—Had you ever done any work
before by Mr, Murray's specifications?

A.—Yes.

Q.—What kind of an architect
you consider him?

A.—About the same as the rest of
them.

Q.—Did you deviate any from the
plans?

A.—Oh, no; not very much.

Q.—What change did you make on
the work in the center wall?

A.—Put new caps in above the
pillars at Mr. Murray’s suggestion.

Q.—Were the new caps any improve-
ment?

A.—Yes they were larger and strong-
er.

Q.—Were. you at the building on the
day of the disaster?

A.—At noon.

Q.—Did you see the shoring on the
day before the disaster?

A.—Yes; it was all taken
that time.

Q.—When was the first time you
visited the building on the day of the
disaster?

A.—In the nforning.

Q.—Where did you go?

A.—On the ground floor and on the
first floor.

Q.—Did you see anything wrong?

A.—No; nothing wrong.

Q.—In the course of the work did
you have occasion to go onto the sec-
ond and third floors?

A.—Yes.

Q—Did you notice
were stored up there?

A.—Yes; quite a lot.

Q.—When did you go up there?

A.—On the 3rd of July, when they
started the shoring.

Q.—Why did you go up?

A.—To see what was up there, and
to see about the room we would need
to put in needles for shoring up the
second floor.

Q.—What goods did you
‘there?

A.—On the first floor there were
racks filled with white dishes on both
sides of the center wall

Q.—Were these racks on the Hamil-
ton & Long wall?

A.—The same on both sides.

Quite a Weight.

Q.—Did you consider
very great?

A—I thought that there was gquite
a weight on both sides of the wall
on the 3rd of July.

Q.—How long were you up there?

A.—Five or six minutes.

Q.—What did you see on the next
floor?

A.—Barrels of light stuff.

Q.—Did you test the weight of any
of these barrels?

A.—Yes; I tested their weight,

Q.—As a result of your inspection
did you consider there was any dan-
ger?

A.—No,

Q.—When taking out such walls
what was your custom regarding shor-
ings?

A.—We generally put needles
through the upper part of the wall to
support it. We purposed putting them
through this wall, and I went up to
see what room there was to get the
needles th . :

Q—Did you comsider the weight teo
great?

A.—Ne.
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| 9—Did you £0 on with the work?

Q.—Who were they?
A.—McDonald, Hall,
Ibbotson, ;

Q.—When did you first hear of the
accident?

A.—Someone telephoned to the office
about 1it.

Q—From what you.knew of the
work done at the building what do you
think caused the accident?

A.—I could not say.

Croekett and

Q—When you had made an exam-

ination of the building, -its contents,

etc, did you feel satisfied it was all

right to continue with the work?
A—Yes; I felt satisfied to go on

1with it.

Q.—Did you notice anything of the
quality of the center wall?

A.—I took no particular notice of the
wall,

Saw Mr. Reid There.

Q.—Did you see Mr. Reid at _the
building at all when there? :

A.—Mr. W. J. Reid was there once
or twice, but I did not see Mr. Frank
Reid there.

Q—It has been said that this cen-
ter wall was a very poor one, What
about that?

A—I did not take sufficient mnotice
of tthe wall to see whether it was or
not.

Q.—Were you ever asked to g0 up to
the second or third floors to see what
was there?

A.—No; I was not.

Q.—Did you consider it necessary to
shore up the east wall from the wall
across the alleyway at Brewster's?

A.—No.

Q.—Did any person find any fault or
suggest that the work should’be done
in any other way?

A.—No. Only that the
changed, which was done., -

Q.—When you went up to the sec-
ond and third floors to see about put-
ting in the needles who went with you?

A.—I went up alone the first time;
but the second time Mr. Reid and Mr.
Murray went up with me.

Q.—Did any discussion take place up
there?

Needles Were Not Used.

A.—Yes. Mr. Reid did not want to
move some of the goods which I
thought we would have to have moved

if we were to put the needles through
the floor for shoring,

Q.—Was anything said
weight while up there?

A.—No.

Q.—Did you say anything about the
quantity of goods there?

A.—No. Only as to those which were
in the way.

Q.—Did you say anything about the
welight of the floors for such g job?

A.—Yes; I said that it was a heavy
job to have no needles, but that I
would try it without them, and see how
it would do.

Q.—Did you fully explain to Mr.
Reld what was to be done, and how
you purposed doing it?

A.—Yes.

Q.—There were bins on the second
floor above Hamilton & Long’s store,
and above Reid's store?

A.—Yes, there were.

Q.—It has been stated that on the
upper floor thers were barrels piled
two and three high, is that correct?

A.—I do not know.

Q—Is it a fact that there were a
lot of barrels on the upper floor?

A.—Yes, there were barrels on the
upper floor, but they were all’ very
light in weight.

Mr. Frank Reid.

Mr. Frank Reid was recalled.

Q.—Was there any complaint made
by any of your stenographers about
the quantity of goods being moved up-
stairs?

A—No; the statement is absolute-
ly inaccurate.

Mr. W. J. Reid.

Mr. W. J. Reid, proprietor of the
Reid building, was then sworn.

G.—You leased your building
Mr Peter Smerlies?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Have you the lease here?

A.—No; but it can be produced.

A copy of the lease was then pro-
duced by Mr. Kerwinr, Mr. Smerlies’
solicitor. It was dated April 27, 1907,
and covered a period of 25 years, the
annual rental to be paid on Aug. 1 of
each year.

Mr. Smerlies was to take possessioa
on the 15th day ef July, 1907.

The conditions stipulated were that
Mr. Smerlies was to keep the build-
ing, including the roof, in good re-
pair, and was to make good any
damage done by fire, lightning or
tempest. It also made allowance for
Mr. Smerlies making the alterations
which were in progress at the time
of the accident.

Another agreement was then pro-
duced which had been drawn up be-
tween Messrs. Hamlilton & Long, and
Mr. Smerlfes, but to this contract Mr.
Reid was not a party. The Hamilton
& Long and Smerlies contract stip-
ulated that Hamilton, Long & Co.
were to turn over the first floor above
the ground floor of the store, which
they had leased from Mr. Reid to
Peter Smerlies 36 days after the 30th
of April, 1907, It also arranged foc
certain alterations to be made. Two-
and-a-half years was tha period of
this agreement.

Copies of all the leases concerned
were put In as exhibits.

Mr. W. J. Reid’s examination was
then continued.

Q.—After giving the lease to Mr.
Smerlies you knew that Mr. Smerlies
started the work on your building?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Did you know who was doing
the work?- S

A.—The work was carried on by
Mr. Wilson, under Mr. Murray’s su-
pervision, and I had every confidence
in Mr. Wilson and Mr. Murray.

Q—Did you at any time find any
fault with the work?

A.—No:

Q—Where were you at the time of
the disaster? :

A.—Out of town.

_Quantity of Stock.

Q.—How much stock had you on
hand at the time of the disaster?
A.—Hard to say. It is always light

caps be

about the
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{in the spring.

Q.—Was there less stock in the
building on the 15th of July than there
was on the 30th of April?

A.—Yes.

-

i Clark’s Pork and

Insist on having Clark's.

*

| Good food builds good men.

Beans contains more

: strengthening and nourishing qualities than
. “Prime Canadian Beef even.

Clark’s Pork and Beans is the most economical and
one of the most appetizing of foods.
contains a good dinner for one grown man, and can
be eaten either hot or cold.

A 5Sct. tin

Refuse all substitutes—because substitutes to pay a larger profit :
to the dealer cost less to make, and therefore cannot be so good.

Do Get the Genuine.

WM. CLARK MFrm,,

MONTREAL.

Q.—How much stock was there >n
the second and third floors?

A.—Not one-half the usual quantity.

Q.—How do you know?

A.—From my knowledge
was going on.

Q.—Was there much goods being
shipped in between April 30 and June
16th?

A.—An occasional
up the stock.

Q.—How did the quantity going out
and the quantity coming in compare?

A.—A larger quantity went out.

Q.—What stock was over Hamilton
& Long’s store?

A.—There was b0 to 75 per cent less
than usual.

Q.—What did it consist of on the
second floor?

A.—Light earthenware.

Q.—On the third floor?

A.—Light glassware.

Q.—How was the stock over your
own store? 3

A —Also very light, and we were
getting nothing in but what was ab-
solutely necessary.

Q.—Were you there when the wall
was being torn out? ;

A.—I was there occasionally.

Q.—Did you know anything of the
poor mortar told of by other witnesses?

A.~—No.

of what

package to keep

son was that wall built?
A.—Thirty-two years ago, but I do
not know the ‘season.
Q.—Was there ever a fire in
building?
A.—Yes, ten years ago.
Q.—Where was it?
A.—In the back part of the build-
ing.
Q.—Did the fire reach the center
part of the wall which gave way?
A.—No; positively, it did not.
Q.—How near did the fire come to
it?
* A.—The fire was back 35 feet from
the part of the building which fell.
Q.—Could it in any way have caused
the disaster?
A.—No.
Q.—Could it have had anything to
do with loosening the mortar?
A.—No.

the

Didn’t Interfere.

Q.—Did you hire the architect?

A.—No.

Q.—Who are there in your firm?

A.—I am the sole member.

Q.—The lease stated that you were
to turn over the building on July 15.
When did you turn it over?

A.—Some time in June.

Q.—When were the alterations com-
menced?

A.—1 could not say when Mr. Smer-
lies’ men got to work.

Q. —Did you have anything to do
with engaging either the architect or
contracior? -

A —No; I didn’t interfere.

Q.—What was the extent of the
| damage from fire ten years ago?

A.—I1 cannot tell from memeory.

Q.—What was the damage to the
building?

A.—I don’t think it was much more
than $4,000—mostly the roof at the
back part.

l ‘Q—And the damage to the stock?

A.—How long ago and at what sea--

A.—I think that there was
$35,000 or $40,000 loss.

Q.—Were all your goods kept in the
Dundas street warehouse ten yearp
ago?

A.—Yes, most of them.

Q.—Name your different places for
storage two weeks ago.

A.—The C. P. R, Ann street, and the
London Drug Company building; also
the cellar filled at the Clarence street
warehouse.

Q.—Was there as much stock at the
time of the disaster as there was teu
years ago?

A.—Three times as much ten yearas
ago.

Q.—Give the value of your stock as
recorded at stock-taking time.

A —From $50,000 to $75,000.

Q.—What was the amount of weight
sustained oen the three floors for thg
last fifteen years?

Weight onm Floors.

A.—One hundred and fifty tons, or
about 300 crates on all floors. Befora
renting Hamilton & Long's store wae
used the floor above there for storazae
purposes, but moved our stock when
they came in.

Q.—How did the weight at the time
of the accident compare with the
weight usually carried?

A.—About one-half.

Q.—Did you direct Mr. Smerlies to
hire a certain contractor?

A.—No; Mr. Smerlies
about the contractors,
mended Mr. Wilson.

Q.—Did you advise him to hire a
certain architect?

A —Yes; I recommended Mr.
ray as a good, reliable man.

Q.—Did you insist on his hiring Mra
Murray ?

A.—I did not insist, but recommende
ed Mr. Wilson and Mr. Murray as good
men.

“Q.—Did you object to Mr. Smerlies
employing any architect?

A.—T did not.

Q.—Do you know anything about
telling him to hire a certain architect?

A —No, I cannot say that I do.There
was some discussion and I warned him
to be sure to select the best man.
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DR. CHASE'S OINTMENT.

NO ONE NEED FEAR CHOLERA or any
summer complaint if they have a bottle
of Dr. J. D. “*Kellogg’s Dysentery Cordial
ready for use. It corrects all looseness of
the bowels promptly and causes a healthy
and natural aotion. This is a medicine
adapnted for the young and old. rich and
poor, and is rapidly becoming the mcet
popular medicine for cholera. dysontery,
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