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l Germans Being Driven Out of Northern Belgium on Enormous Scale
in One of the Wars Greatest and Most Vital Victories,

-

Irai the infantry bave progressed about three miles and here 
have been compelled to fight their way forward, for the 
Germans had orders to hold on to the last and they did so. 
Not many of those who had been stationed with machine 
guns to try to hold up the advance of the allied . troops 
managed to escape. Virtually all were killed or wounded 
or are prisoners.

At the Thielt positions the enemy cavalry has begun 
to come into s country where the ground and roads 
are harder, allowing them to operate more freely. From 
here, the Holland border is less than twenty m’les. It is 
thru this gap that the Germans thruout the entire Belgian 
coast system must go if they w!sh to save themselves, pro» 
vidirig, of course, the advance continues. Incidentally 
every yard of advance here narrows the enemy’s escape gap.

It would seem that if the weather holds out long 
enough and the advance continues at the present rate of 
speed the Germans soon will have lost control of great 
stretches of Belgium, especially the coast, which is import
ant for submarines, aside from stretches of northern France 
from where, all rules of tactics strategy demand, they must 
evacuate as being outflanked with their lines turned. So far 
as is known the Germans have not any formidable, line in 
their rear where they can find refuge.

Moreover, the German high command is not in a po
sition to send reinforcements of any consequence to Flan
ders, as they are all needed and fully occupied elsewhere

The Belgians, British and French count among their 
prisoners the entire staff of a crack German regiment,1 in
cluding the colonel commanding. What has become of the 
German infantry in the centre of the battlefield is not 

All that is certain is that the advancing allied 
troops have not' encountered any in some hours.

With the Allied Armies m Belgium, Oct 16. — The 
Germans have started a retreat on a tremendous scale from 
northern Belgium. French cavalry is approaching Thielt, 
seven miles from the banks of the Ghent-Bruges canal. The 
canal itself is only ten miles from the border of Holland. 
So fast is the enemy retreating that the French, British and 
Belgian infantry, at least in the centre of the battlefront, 
bavé lost touch entirely with the enemy.

The Belgians advancing astride the Thourout-Bruges 
and Thourout-Ostend roads have defeated the Germans, 
who are retreating rapidly.

This undoubtedly is one of the war’s greatest tand 
most vital victories, for the gallant little Belgian army, ably, 
assisted by crack French and' British troops, i 
driven the despotiers of its country from a large 
which the Germans have occupied since the early days of 
the war and has gained positions of such importance that 
the Germans may have to abandon the entire coast of 
Belgium.

stand why the war was going on and why they were called 
upon to continue fighting. One officer said: “We had of
fered all the terms in the world for peace; nobody seems 
willing to accept them.”

Resistance, where it has been offered by the eneitiÿ, 
has been extraordinarily fierce, for in some places it has 
obviously been the purpose of the commanders of the flee
ing G

precarious position. They must get out rapidly or face cBs-

A thousand more prisoners and many more cannon 
have been captured. The Germans at many places, espe
cially in the northern part of the battle area, seem to be 
surrendering freely. Many more civilians have been res
cued from the towns and dutricts captured and little pro- 
misions of these are straggling rearward out of range ot 
the guns and out of the way of the fighting troops. Stories 
are beginning to come back how liberated Belgian women 
have seen their sons, brothers or husbands going forward 
into battle.

Quite a number of civilians also have been rescued 
from Routers and its environs, the Germans having left m 
such a hurry that they had not time to evacuate the civilians 
who wanted to stay and take a chance of being liberated. 
Today these men, women and children are again walking 
on the free soil of France.

The Germans appear to be making strenuous efforts 
to save their munitions and equipment and their mnUwi*!, 
the accumulation of four years, from the coast districts of 
Beighan. The roads behind the Germans are littered with 
all sorts of transport and allied airplanes are again playing 
havoc with the retreating enemy.

The weather today was cloudy, but thus far no more 
rain has fallen. However Flanders is mud from one end to 
tiie other and this condition makes movement difficult for 
the alliedl troops. The oose and soft ground make it doubly 
difficult for the enemy to move back. Therefore, the allied 
soldiers have put up with great hardships, for they realize 
that they have the enemy on the run m the most vital sec
tion of the west front and do not desire to let him have a 
chance to reassemble his tattered units. Outside of Cour

ns to gain time in which to remove their mater- 
bom fighting has been reported especially from 

the region of Thourout. The battle here was from street 
to street and from house to house, and large numbers of 
the enemy have been killed. Some Belgian forces have 
swept around the city in order to cut the roads at the Tear 
and also assist in bottling up the enemy trying to hold out 
in tiie city itself. The Germans had placed machine .guns 
in the windows of houses and cellars and poured murderous 
streams of bullets into the advancing Belgians, but were 
unable to stop them. The Belgians fought with a dogged 
determination such as only troops fighting to regain their 
outraged country could display. Nothing could stop them. 
The British following up the retreating Germans are over
coming the rearguards and are reported at Quesnoy and as 
havTig captured Linselles, along the Lys. The Belgians at 
the time this despatch was filed were reported to be past 
Keyem and to have reached positions on the other side of 
Cachten and Ardoye, both of which they captured. North
east of Courir ai, Bavichov was stormed and taken and the 
Belgians were still going.

The Linselles position is most valuable, for the place 
being northwest of Turcoing, the allied troops are gradu
ally outflanking the entire Lille salient from which there 
are further signs that the enemy is withdrawing. As a mat
ter of fact, his .troops in this salient are k an extremely

ials.

now has 
section

=1.

Moreover, the sweeping advance of the allied infantry, 
«receded by a fan of French cavalry advancing rapidly, has 

. left the entire area in which are the important City of Lille 
and the great mining and manufacturing dutricts of Tourco
ing, Roubaix and Tournai, in a salient which is growing 
deeper every hour and which the enemy cannot hope to

The French cavalry, .which is on the crest of the allied 
advance, has done marvelous work. Today it galloped 
forward more than ten kilometres, frequently carrying out 
charges, with all the dash usually associated with cavalry, 

I upon isolated posts of enemy machine gunners which vain
ly attempted to hold up its advance. Some of these gun
ners, taken prisoner, said they were totally unable to under-

WHERE RUMOR STARTED 
THAT KAISER HAD QUIT
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LILLE SALIENT OUTFLANKED FURTHER WITHDRAWAL PLANNED

'

In Face of Steady Pressure by Allies, Germans Commence Evacuation 
of Courtrai and Harlebeke^--British Reach Bànks of the Lys.Whole Sector of Lille, Roubaix, Turcoing and Gotirtrai Must 

Fall in a Few Days—Lys River is Crossed arid 
, Thousands of Prisoners Are Taken.

GERMANY HASN'T CAPITULATED.

London, Oct. 1<.—The official press 
bureau Is officially Informed that the re
ports published to the effect that Ger
many has capitulated have no foundation 
in fact.

With the Allied Armies to Belgium,
Oct. 16.—There are many signs that 
the Germans are planning a further 
withdrawal in the face of the steady 
pressure of the allies. Great streams 
of enemy traffic began moving last 
night and continued today on the roads 
around Couru a I and Harlebeke and 
on the railways running northeast.

Trench mortars and machine gun- bridgehead south of the Lys,
--------------- ............................. ......... ............ ......................... I Ml I

fire rre seriously hampering the enemy Werwicosout. After fighting all night, 
transport In its attempt to get the ma- and smashing forward for a gain of 
teri&l away thru the mud. The Oer- 7000 yards, one British corps con- 
nan withdrawal continuée in the Lille tlnued its advance until it had reach- 
sectoi, but slowly. «d the banks of the Lys, south of

In the southern battle area there has Courtrai. Another corps established 
been fighting of h minor character, itself between Heule and Courtrai. 
More civilians have been rescued from The Village of Heetjen was cap- 
towns, espsc.aliy from Ilausey. 1 t-ured after severe fighting, In which

The British have established a the Germans suffered tremendous
near losses.

The Chestin’ o’ Wee York!London, Oct. 16.—The British forces 
in the sector between Douai and 
Lille have made further gains all 
along the front and driven their line 
to within about 2t4 miles southwest 
and 3% miles west of LIUe, according 
to Field-Mondial Haig's communica
tion issued tonight. The text reads:

“We carried out k successful local 
operation last night In the Belle Val
ley. capturing the Village of Haussy 
and more than 800 prisoners.

"On the Douai-Lllle front, the ene
my is continuing his withdrawal, 
closely followed by our troops, who 
have reached the general line 
Oignles, Carvln, Allenes-lez-Maris, 
Maugre and Capinghem. Sharp 
lighting has taken place at different 
points between the enemy's rear
guards and our advance detachments. 
Some prisoners have been taken.

"The British second array, under 
command of Gen. Plumer, co-operat
ing with the Belgian and French 
forces in Flanders in the course of 
the past three days, has realized an 
advance of more than eight milea.

"During this period, despite strong 
^opposition, this army captured the 

V, towns of Comines, Wervicq. Menln, 
wulverghem, Heule and Guerne, and 
secured the northern portion of Cour-

"The left bank of the Lys River now 
has been cleared of the enemy as far 
as to the northeast of Harlebecke.

'Today our troops crossed the Lys 
between Armentieres and Menln. In 
towns and villages captured by the 
second army In Flanders, many civil
ians have been found and freed from 
the domination of the enemy. More 
than 4,000 prisoners and upwards of 
ISO guns already have been taken.

“In these successful operations the 
ninth division, forming a part of the 
command
corps, has again fought with great dis
tinction. Valuable and gallant ser
vice has been rendered also, by the 
twenty-ninth, thirty-fifth, thirt>6*sixth 
and forty-first divisions, as 
other divisions engaged."

Splendid Success Goes On.
British Headquarters In Flanders,

, 16.—Thruout yesterday evening In
tne moonlight the allies continued to 
follow up their splendid successes In 
Belgium.

At 9 o'clock this morning Belgian 
cavalry patrol* were reported to be 
within a kilometre of Thielt. Previ
ously cavalry was reported to be work
ing toward Thourout. The alMes were 
reported to be more than half-way 
thru the Wynendàd Wood this 
ing and the infantry to have reached 
a point near Llchtervelde, and near the 
western fringe of Harlobeke they were 
said to be advancing 2000 yards south
west of Ogyhem, ail along the northern 

- outskirts of Courtrai and thru the 
Centre of Izghetn.

Last night the Franco- Belgian in
fantry were on the general line of 

a Boscheeweter, Adenwalle. Swoarteget 
A nnd Haentze. thence to a point 1000 
■ yards east of the Thourout-Roulere 
rn road, and on to the Wynendael station

Germans continue to fall back, and the 
British are drawing near Lille. Dur
ing the night they crossed the Haute 
Deule Canal, 2,000 yards east of Pont- 
a-Vendtn, and threw out a screen of 
strong patrols which have maintained 
harassing touch with the enemy. The 
British are reported to be holding 
Pont-a-Sault Fosse 2- Provln and 
Santes-lez-Haubourdin, and today 
were pushing towards Annocoulm. 
Hanvardry Chateau is In the posses
sion, of the .British. The weatner is 
fine but misty.

Thourout is Surrounded.
British Headquarters in France, Oct. 

16.—Tpere is an unconfirmed report 
that in the fighting in Flanders. 
Thourout has been surrounded. It is 
not known whether there are still any 
guns in the place, but the 
the advance of the allies 
mean that the town will be found in
tact when it is occupied.

at Beve to the south of Izgheim, ' the 
Lendelede station, Hulrtc and Bavin- 
chove to Harlebeke.

This morning the capture of Boechce- 
weter and Bdenwadlc seemed to have 
been confirmed, and French troops 
were reported to be along the railway 
west of Llchtervelde. 
apparently has been occupied and the 
Courtrai railway reached east of Cap- 
pe’.le Ste. Catherine.

The British were reported to be 
across the Lys east of Comines, with 
their posts established beyond La Bass 
seeville.

V
Ingelmunster • .V- EIGHTY-FIVE MILESWi TWO GAPS FOR ESCAPEiSr

ttli
! h. Germans Have Left Only Narrow Gorges of Mezieres 

and Hirson For Retreat—Allies Threaten 
Both Routes.

Yesterday, the Germans attacked 
from Iseghem and forced the Belgian 

of line back to Boschmolens, but a 
counter-attack drove them beyond 
their starting point, 
guns continue to be gathered in, but 
there has been no time to count the 
latest captures.

Between Lens and Armentieres the

British Reach Homs in Course of 
Occupying Syria-»-Locate 

Turk Cavalry.

, -f
Prisoners and

rapidity of 
ougnt to wresting from the allies the initia

tive in operation's for the balance of 
the fighting season. ■

Military experts, who regard the re
treat as that of a completely defeated 
force, attribute the German reverse, 
firstly, to the desperate game risked 
by Ludcndorff In the spring In throw 
ing in and compromising the greatest 
part of hie strength in an attempt to 
gain a quick and decisive result, which 
left his forces exhausted: secondly, to 
the discouragement of the German 
soldier, disappointed in the promises 
held out to him in March of an early 
peace; thirdly, to LudendorfTs tactics 
of attacks over restricted fronts in 
mass, pursued to the exhaustion ot the 
forces engaged; and, fourthly, the 

of Marshal Foch's Utotlca of

With the French Army In France, 
Oct. 16.—The entire sub&tance of 
the German armies between Cambrai 
and the Meuze must pass thru two 
narrow routes by way of Hinson and 
Mezieres. These are the two lines 
upon which the security of the Ger
man armies now depends, and it is 
toward those two lines that the 
French and Americans in Champagne, 
and the British and French to the 
region of Cambrai and Guise, have 
been advancing.

The most plausible reason for a 
general retreat of the German arm
ies Is the necessity of reducing the 
distance between them and these two 
points, both of which are «already 
remotely threatened, and to parry 
the danger of their being bottled up 
and captured. The only alternative 
would have been the engagement of 
their entire reserve* in a desperate 
pitched battle in the forlorn hope of

London, Oct. 16. — British cavalry 
has occupied Tripoli, 4S miles north 
of Beirut, and Homs, about 86 miles i 
north of Damsscus, according 
official statement on operations in 
Palestine, Issued tonight. The text of 
the communication says;

“On the occupation of Beirut by our 
troops, Oct. 8, 60 Turkish officers and 
600 men of other ranks wars made 
prisoner.
our armored car batterl 
it was ascertained that a force of 
about 600 Turks had surrendered to 
the local inhabitants.

"Our advanced cavalry and armor
ed cars also occupied Tripoli Sunday, 
and Horn*. Tuesday, ' without "Opposi
tion, the latter town having been re
ported by our air service as evacu
ated and in flames Oct. 13.

"Turkish cavalry detachments re
tiring thru Home have been located 
at El Rastan, 11 miles north. Sat
isfactory conditions prevail in the re
cently occupied territory.’’

GERMANY THREATENS TURKEY Stewart: Are ye fur gaen o’er th' 
Vladok at th’ christenin' on Friday. 
Josephus? .

Josephus: Seeing that it was built
by the "five city papers," of which I 
am one, I may attend. But my chief 
reason for assisting would be to get a 
mind-glimpse of Its obsequiescatory 
values. Many solemn pageants will 
pass over it. tho when the high winds 
blow thru the valley and on the top of 
the sacred way. It may be necessary to 
advance the solemn accelerators.

Stewart: But why not gang til see 
what a bra.tv blessin’ it will be til th’ 
public fa travail o’er it to an’ fra their 
hamee.

Josephus: I prefer ideas that co-ordin
ate with my serious calling.

Stewart: Climb down, ma freon, an' 
gle a han’ to Tommy, th’ mayor, til 
spill th’ confetti o'er aw th’ bonnie brig 
o’ Don,

Joe: Besides, my four dear companions 
of the press, who hardly mention the 
bridge, think It leads to Donlanda.

Stewart: It means a lot malr than 
that. It spoils a Creator Toronto. J 
would na objek If ye wty 
morrow at the chestin’ o' Wet York!

to an

Black Sea Fleet Will Open Fire on Constanti
nople if Separate Peace is Made. ■q

Balebek was entered by
e/ Oct. 9, andWashington, Oct. 16. — With the as its only hope of maintaining any

power as a government.
News from Copenhagen that Izzct 

Pasha has been appointed premier and 
minister of war in the new Turkish 
cabinet was Interpreted as meaning 
that Berlin still is not without a friend 
at court. Because of his long service 
as chief of the Turkish army staff and 
his association with German officers, 
Izzet Is looked upon as friendly to 
Germany.

The accuracy of reports that the 
Union and progress Club, the most 
powerful organization in Turkey, had 

be 'strong been closed at the demand of the 
Turkish army staff, was doubted by 
officials here, who said such action 
would be tantamount to a military re
volution. If the report Is true, they 
declared, anything might happen In 
Constantinople.

Berlln-Constantinople railroad cut by 
the allied occupation of Nish. Ger
many la relying upon Its Black Sea 
fleet to hold Turkey In line. Infor
mation has been received at the state 
department that the Turkish Govern
ment has been told by Berlin that the 
fleet will open fire on the Ottoman 
capital at the first sign of detection. 
This German fleet consists largely of 
warships captured from the Russians, 
but Is believed here to 
enough to control, for the present at 
least, the Turkish Government. It was 
pointed out today that, with the Bri
tish forces rapidly clearing Palestine 
and Mesopotamia of Turkish control, 
Turkey must hold to Constantinople

success
harassing the enemy without respite 
at many different points simultaneous
ly, making it impossible for the 
enemy to bring up reserves to air the 
threatened positions.

THOUROUT-BRUGES ROAD SEVEREDof Gen. Jacobs’ second

VIADUCT TO BE OPENED
ON FRIDAY MORNINGProgress Made to Within Five Miles of North Sea—Three 

/ Important Towns Taken.
V

x.well as
The opening of the viaduct will take 

place tomorrow morning at ten-thirty 
o'clock. The mayor and city council, 
heads of civic departments and a few 
ethers who have been interested in 
the big undertaking have been in
vited to attend. Works Commissioner 
Harris said last night that no formal 
opening program had been arranged. 
The party will meet at the city hall 
at ten-fifteen and motor to the head 

Broadview avenue.

ried as far as the Wynendael-Hooge 
road running to Thourout and Bruges, 
where we progressed.

"Between Thourout and Mandel we 
reached Turfhauwe, carried Llchted- 
velde and progressed aa far as the out
skirts of Coolscamp. South of the 
Uchetrvelde railway Tb.elmardoye 
has been passed. Iseghem has been 
ccoupled. Several hundred prisoners 
were taken."

Havre, Oct. 16.—The Belgians have 
extended their battlefront north of the 
Handeeme Canal, where, they have 
made progress in the region of 
Schoora five miles from the North 
Sea, southeast of Meuport, and gener
ally gaetned grounapd eastward as far 
aa Coolscamp, according to the official 
communication issue dtonight- The 
Town of Iseghem, east of Routers, has 
been captured. The text follows:

“We have made progress on the 
wide of the front of attack, which 
has bee nexter ded north of the Hand- 

Canal betwen Thourout and the 
User. We havs gained ground to the 
direction of Schoore. taken Keyem. 
: cached the I’niatbosch Wood and 
Chateau Wynendael and captured the 
outskirts of Thourout 

“To the east our line ha* been car-

e officiatin’ to-
REPLY TO WILSON NOTE 

MAY ACCEPT HIS TERMS
GRAND PRE JUNCTION

TAKEN BY AMERICANS FURS FOR THE FAMILY.
London, Oct. 16.—The German reply to President Wilson's latest note prob

ably will be sent today, according U> 
news received here thru diplomatic 
channels from Holland. It Is expected 
that the reply will be 
President Wilson’s

With the American Army Northwest 
of Verdun. Oct. 16.—The American troops 
today occupied the Town of Grand Pre 
on the north bank of the Aire River, 

an. acceptance of 'north of the Argonne Forest.. , terms with some
stipulation to the effect that the inter
ests of the German people must be respected.

Furs are being worn more extensively 
than ever, and as a result fur-bearing 
animals are becoming rarer every year. 
1 he traders in tne far north are ex
periencing great difficulty in keeping 
up with the demand. Dineon’s, through 
a fortunate buy early last summer, 
have an exceptionally large and ex
clusive stock on hand. Price* are 
moderate. Buy now and you will save 
75 per cent, on your purchase. The 
Dineen offering comprises everything 
In furs for men, women and children. 
Exclusive designs, superior linings 
sr.d every article is made in the 
Dineen workshops, which is a positive 
guarantee that it will bo made right. 
A reputable store for furs. 140 Yonge 
street.

of

mom- Another Attempt Made
Ob Nikolai Lenme’g Life

Grand Pre is only a village, and its 
normal population Is lets than «00, but 
the place is of great strategic Importance. 
It Is the junction of the railway» feed
ing a great part of the German army, 
and llee at the foot of the valley extend
ing northward, at the entrance of which 
the Germans have fought

I fFRENCH TAKE DE UESSE 
AND VILLAGE OF TALMA Amsterdam, Oct. 16.—Another at

tempt has been made upon the life

the Town of Notre Dame de Ues*.. and ^,v corre,pondent. Lentne received 
wedt of Grand Pre have taken the Village a bul|et In the shoulder from a re
nt Talma, according to the official com- volver In the hands of M. Dwanitske 
raunlcauon Issued by the war office to- of the information bureau of th* 
night. Soviet. Dwanltzke wag arrested.

POLISH NATIONAL ARMY
RECOGNIZED AS ALLIES

I-
so stubbornly.

London. Oct. 16.—The British Gov
ernment hav reoornized the Polish 
rut. Iona I army as autonomous, allied 
and co-belligerent, according to an of
ficial announcement tonight.

ITALIANS OCCUPY TIRANA.

Rome. Oct. 16.—Italian troops advanc
ing. In Albania on Monday occupied Ti
rana, 17 miles northwest of Elbasan the 
Italian war office announced ’ today.
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WAREHOUSE FOR RERT 1

ADAMS BLDG., FREDERICK ST. 
Approx, forty-two thousand square foot; 
good elevator and shipping facilities. 
Excellent light. Immediate peseeselen. 

Apply
H. H. WILLIAMS A CO.,

38 King St. East.

1

Main 5460.

V
. )

,

WAITED FOR RUYERS
Six residences, containing from eight to 
fifteen rooms. Avenue Road. Hill.

Apply
M. H. WILLIAMS A CO.,

8» King 8;. East.

• )

Main 5490.

<1.—*174.00. 
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Butter Tubs, 49c.

ABa.

Cut glass butter tubs, 
petty floral cut design, 
1th handles. Today,
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ves $9.95
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