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project to hea.l off the At]an«c ftnrl St. Lawrence Rail Road. Tlie Provinor«

Jov JoS'lt^^rTr"'' 'f f??
Scotia nnited in an application for a^r

o">.";;t "^i^lnTSS"^^
"'"' '''''-'' ""^ -dcred-c.„.menced in 1845

The report of Mij. Robinson's survey was referred to the Railway- Oommis-

.'iar'wK-f; ^^^'"'•^'P^V""'^''''""^^^ the'schcme as entirely dcstiSfcoZer-
c.a a

1 vnntyK^- and they stated tkat the Portland and Montreal Hail lioudTad

.7 /t <; A
"dvantnf,r>.^"s to p,-ecMe all hope of competition with i^orZ tradeof the Jit. nawrrme calH, h, t/te Quebec ami Itcdifaxline, Canada \ova Sco iaand ^ew Brnnswick howcvor, united in offering to the Irnpcrid G.™en ^urnnt of ami on ea.h .ide tl,e line, and an annual payment of .£20,000 ™rncya.-h, or LGO,000 sterling in all, to^yards paying the hiterest on the eos if he^mpenal Governn^ent should undertakeSo build it. for its own use7andp«;!

The Imperial (-{overnmenf, by thoir despatches of April 5, 1849, and June 19
(*..0, refused to undertake the work upon the pledges freviouslv oivini and in
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Le'gislatunl of New%irunswi.k of April I«.. tl.e.e refusals -indure.l the people of this IWinee to turn their attention

nr ; o r'*!,Tr !:f"^r'V"^
"mlertakings, whieh it would be in their power t

w .hi loi. o / '' ^T *''"" f'™'!'''"'^ "f '""''^ immediate remuneration,
T* o lid hold out greater indueements to .'apitalists to embark therein "

^mprZ!!T'i
'"^ ' •-"',^','^'li"tV"S'"8"">'^»'^ '" l^""d the European and Norti,An.enean Radway, and the St. Andrews and Woodstock Rond

r-v !..d O^f
*'' ;»'« ^"P'-iration of the Portland Convention, the plan of the Ilali-

a n'l i^ In .
? l^;">"'^'y had been practically abandoned in all the Provinces.-

(i..ebec had turned her rltontiou toward building aline to Melbourne, connecting

v\ 1 lovinccs, on the other, by our Ime.

F ^nV/NTTV ''"Sland, as the delegate f.ora Nova Scotia, to advocate the
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"'^ fi'?' conuiiunication on the subject does ample jus-
tice to the claims Of our enterprise. ^ ^

The British Covernment still declined to embark in the scheme. Mr. Howeturned Ins attention trom the Government to the;.5o;j/e of England. He deliver-
e<l lectures on emigration and colonization, at Southampton and elsewhere, andwas believed to have influenced the Irish members who favored an Irish Packed
fetation lor America., to join in opposition to the Rnsnell Ministry.
Dunne tiie poi lod when Lord Stanley was attempting to construct a Tory Cab-

inet. Mr. Howe received assurances favorable to the Halifax and Qu..bec line,trom the lory loader, and he gave up the European and Northern American Rail-way to become the advocate of the Imperial Railway.
Lord Stanley, the great tory leader, in the month of February last, came out inan e aborate speech in the House of Lords, in advocacy of the Halifax and Que-bec line, on the grcyands oi; co]oni:<ation and colonial empire. He was supported

in this by the late Wing Chancellor of the Exchequer, Spring Rice, novv Lord
Monteagle. r o > *-.»..«

On the return of the Russell Ministry to place again, Mr. Howe succeeds inappea ing (o the fears of the mnnslry, and instead of carrying out the ..nlarged,
iberal and philanthropic spirit which characterized his countrymen in the Port-
.uid (^onvention, he appealed to the ancient prejudices of England against the
United States, and revived th« recollection of the scenes of our former bloodv
wars. He was supported in this by the tory party in England, and the peaceful,
mt^rnafional and philanthropic spirit ofthe Convention was changed by the in-
terpretations of Mr. Howe into one of propagandism, by which the integrity o:
the empire was threatened. " -^

In this spirit, the old cast off plan the Halifax and Q^iebec line was revived,


