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Description of

stellar seam.

Nitrogen and oxygen 11.76. 1 Sulphur (ifauy) and oxygon, 1.21, t N, S, and oxygen .68.

'' In the paper in question I pointed out that the true comparative value

of combustible minerals, while partly indicated by the relative amounts of

volatile matter and fixed carbon, is only trulj shewn when account is taken

of the oxygen ; which la sometimes large in quantity, as is seen above, and

is reckoned as volatile matter, to the credit of the mineral, while its real

effect is reduction of value. I showed that when the hydrogen eo al to

the oxygen present is deducted, taking only those cases where there is an

apparent equality in the ratio of carbon to hydrogen, the last three minerals

in the table above, stand apart from the rest, thus :

—

Ratio of carbon to hydrogen after deducting hydrogen equal to oxygen present.

Cannel coal from Wigan 100 to 5.65

" " » Leshmahagow 100 to 8.7l»

Capeldrte 100 to 10.05

Torbanite from Scotland 100 to 12.43

Albertite " New Brunswick 100 to 10.85

Stellarite " Nova Scotia 100 to 12.43

• Allowing two per cent, for nitrogen.

and that theoretically they should be excellent' oil-coals,' as is abundantly

shewn by experience."*

The size of the stellar-coal bench in the oil-coal seam varies from

our or five inches in thickness to some two feet, and its content of

oil varies also. As a rule, this seam appears to improve going eastward,

as stated by Mr. Hoyt. The general appearance of the stellar coal is

peculiar ; it is irregularly bedded, the different layers seemingly inter-

laced, giving it a sort of an entangled appearance, or a structure like

' How, Mineralogy of Nova Scotia, p. 25-26.


