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The President affected to feel justified by the British j[)rc«

cedents ; but incorrectly. He was not, like the British, con-

tent with demands. He took active measures j and in this, de-

parted from the British precedents, and lost all the benefit o{
the plea ; for the British never redressed their o-,vn wrongs iu

whole or in part. He seema not io understand the theoiy of
the cases, in consequence of omitting to distinguish between c
government and its ( fficers ; and offorgetting the conduct ren-

dered necessary, where the scene of an offence is distant, witU
respect to either of the two governments concerned. Had he
used his Proclamation as a precautionary measure, till the Brit-

ish dispositions on the subject were seen, and had it, when these
were found favourable, been recalled, even this would have
been hardly correct ; but it would have been less wrong than
persisting in the Proclamation, when atonement was promised,
and a special messenger sent to give it The situation of the
United States, with an ocean lying between them and the pow-
ers of Europe, makes it indispensable, that the true doctrine of
the law of nations, in these cases, should be kno^-'n - cur-* ily

by those who guide our national affkirs. If on sr

t!:e kind in question, we assume a right of self-r

er temporary or permanent, so will the European
questions as to wrongs offered, and the remedic.-

wrongs will no longer be left between government and
.i^..

..

mehty but will descend to the hands of individuals, and be de^
cided according to private passions or private interests. The
concerns of Turk's Island, Nootka Sound, and Falkland's Isl-

ands, mentioned by Mr. Madison, were each transactions con-
summated abroad in all theirfmrts ; and when the news of them
arrived, Britain added to thero no new act of her o>vn j but
made a raeie rfd-mcnrf, that every thing should be put into its

ibririer condition
; a -'emand which was complied with. These

were affairs of words, not of acts ; and Great Britain assumed no
rjght, in the Jirat instance, of taking to herself redress, precau-
Uon or security, or any thing of the kind. Consequently every
case, cited from the British makes against us, and for th. Brit-
isK. These, it may be added, a/(/ifcr settled point*, in Europ-? *
»n-u are not so hprc, bqf;aai^ our gov<;nimeht h new.
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