
* INTHODUCTION TO THE

AU the ph, cipher, m th. world could never make a Ian™.™ f„r .won,an Meed. i. ta a n>oe. happy«,d beauWu. p„«i„„ZmZI.honld ™b,be .heir naUve language primarily a^d mainly flLu™n.ohe,. sheuH .uck it in, aa it were, along with theirmL,Li

"

tttent^r . T """r
'"'''" ^" "°™" •" "-O -« dut™:^reoipienls of the laws of nature and society • tliev are n..,..l. i .• .7

.0 be deluded by fantaaUcal «.eoriee; andliZTZt^Z^-«k. that, in order to feel all «,, beauty and purity of anyL^arwo must hear it fre-n the lips, or read it f„m the pen, of a seLbk weT«l«cajed woman. That is to say, literaUy ftom1' pen.'ilTe ^
*

m books. For when women turn author, they step ma mann rTut „ftte,r sphere; the swanlik, ease ana grace of their effortless LTt^,^^ away irom them; and, like that most graceful of aU "Zl

But as this tram of reflections might be misapplied to jusUfy tanova-Uons nucongen,al and injuriins to the language, the writer aLT«In«.»,as m every other practical question, there are two extremes intowhich one may err. No true patriot-for our language is a Z ^da most njportant part of our count,y-wiU think' f LLing'lh Ura* y. Nobody who is aware how a nation's feelings and opiulrandwhatever characterize, it, are mterwoven with its ifnguaV^y "^d^.f nnpercepfble fibres, wiU ma the rtt of severing them. ^NoWy wthas a duo reverence for his ancesto,^, or even for his own spiritualLCw^hhas been maiuly trained and fashioned by his nativeTn^^gZ'.obody who nghtly appreciates what a momentous tUng it is to Lphemu vof a people entire and mibroken, to preserve afd foelc aSSnafonal recollections, what a glorious and mestimable bleing .t t!speak the tongue that Shak.pea« spake,' will ever wish tlfrim^ougue according to any arbitrary theory. But though our laZlhkeeveryhmg and indeed more almost than anything els" whThT."have nhented from our ancestors, is to bo regarded with duti u7vl*r^n thatvener.,ti.n fanot '. be merely passive, m which case
1'"^

»on degeaerato mto idolatry, but active. It is not to be put :^i^^h»k np as an heirloom, but to be employed and cnlUv« d" d ^pwed as an estate. We are to uphold oar native language, but Z,ttennpunuesit may m cou^ of time have contracted fl'^olc
H^Z°''"'r^'"'

°"""' """'"-y-™ »P"oM it best byC.H (h*« the* ,mp„r,.,^i we are to call forth its plastic pdweimu


