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prciiHlvo aUwr.n prcvnhrit in th<> wlinio fiMliory to cnliiit

pul.li.; wympatliy. Tlicn- an; now in activt! cnipl'»yni.;nt

luori! llian hcvth liuniin.l wlmlinf? vosmfls In-lun^jing to tho

Nenv KnKlunil Stutcs, niai.ncd by nearly twenty thousand

hardy and intn-pid men. It ia a rcproa.-li t«» tho Aiiic-rictan

people that, in this a^e of moral reloniMhe |»rot«;.;tin« arm

of the law has not r.ached liiese daring adventure im. VVo

nro indehted to them for the cxtenmon of our commerce in

foreign countries , for valuable ndditionn to our stock of

knowledge ; for all the benefits resiiltinR from th<ir discov-

eries and researches in remttte parts of the world; and

yet they arc the n»ost oppressed class of men in existence.

History strarcoiy furnishes a j.arallel for the deeds of cru-

elty cop.mittcd upon them during their long and perilou«

voyaf,;os.

The startling increase of crime in the whale fishery de-

inands a remedy. Scarcely a vessel arrives in |»ort that

docs not bring intelligence of a mutiny. Are the murder-

ous wrongs which compel men to rise up and throw off the

burden of oppressifin unworthy of notice? Will none

make the attempt to arrest their fearful progress ' Such a

slate of things surely calls for investigation. My limited

experience enables me to point out some of the causes of

crime on the ..,^-h seas. If it be [.ossiblc to diminish them

by more attention to the welfare and comfort of the crews,

and to the punishment of masters, not only for positive acta

of cruelty, but fo.- morally degrading those under their

command, justice certainly requires that the remedy should

be bpcedily carried into effect.

So far as relates to myself personally, I take this oppor-

tunity of stating, that during the unpleasant term of my

servitude before the mast, I was treated as well by the cap-

tain and ofllcers as they were capable of treating any com-

mon sailor. The desire to revenge private wrongs, or


