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(I). D.) No. I.—Memorial of the Rev. C. Winstanley.

To ilio Ri,a[lit Ifonorablo Charlkh Theophilus,

Uahok MKTfALi'i:, Cliaiitollor of ilio Uiiivcrsily of

of Ki.ig's College, £tc. &c. &c.

Thu Memorial of ihc Rov. Cluirlos Wiiistanloy of the

City of Toronto.

May it please Your Excellency,

Your Memorialist feels liimscif very reluctantly

compelled to place before Your Kxrellemy, as Clian-

cellorof llio University, the followiiii,' statement rela-

tive to u transaction which he lias recently hail wilii

the Collef;c Council, and which appears to Your Memo-
rialist to ci. for Your Excellency's interference.

Your Momoriniist is a Clergyman in Holy Orders of

the Church of Enj^land, and came to this country in

iho Autumn of llio year 18-13.

One of the principal oltjects which Your Memorialist

had in view in leaving England, was to invest his sur-

plus capital in such a maimer as might prove advanta- i

geous to his family. Accordingly, since Your Memo-
rialist arrived in this country, he has made vnrious

purchases of land in the Township of Scarhoro' forlho
'

purpose of agricultural improvemeiit ; and with the

view of throwing his separate purchases into one pro-
j

perty, and thereby giving unity to his agricultural ope-
i

rations, bis investments have generally had reference

more to the circumstance of the lots lying adjacent to
|

each other than to their intrinsic value.

Tlic first purchase which Your Excellency's Memo-
rialist made with reference to the suliject of this Me-
morial, was a lot of 70 acres, being the south half of

lot No. 31, concession A. in the said Township of

Scarhoro'. The cast halfof lot iij, lying adjacent, was

then hold under lease by C. Waikiiis, Esquire, from

the Council of King's College. The soil of the latter

half is on the whole of an inferior character, but from

the manner in which Your Memorialist proposed to

extend his \)roperty, it became of considerable impor-

tance to him to be possessed of it, even at a price

beyond it.s intrinsic value. Mr. VVatkins himself was

desirous of .selling his lease, but as he had no written

agreement with the Colleg(! Council giving him the

right of preemption, and could oidy assure Your Meino-

ralist of their unii'oi'm usage in allowing to lessees

the privilege of purchase at the termination of their

leases, Your Memorialist did nut feel disposed to treat

with Mr. Walkins until ho had ascertained what

prospect he bad of a conveyance of the fee from the

College Council.

Your Memorialist accordingly, about the latter end of

the spring of 1844, instructed his son. Air. Edward
Winstaide.y, to make the necessary inquiries at the Bur-

sar's office, and if he found that a c(>nveyance could

be got, to cnler into the requisite contract with the

College Council. The result of these inquiries was,

that the Council bad invariably recognized the right

of preemption in lessees, and that in the case of Your

Memorialist there coutil not exist the slightest difficul-

ty in obtaining a deed. It was at the same time inti-

mated by Dr. Boys, the Bursar, that as the Council

had not determined on the price of the lot in question,

a shct delay would necessarily occur till the transaction

could be cuiiip!cied,bi!t iliiil as the price Vvas uiwaysm
the first instance fixed by the Council, the matter

would be submi'.ed to that body at their first meeting.

Not having heard anything further on the matter for

the next three weeks, Mr. E. VVinstanley again called

at the Bursar's ofilco after the lap.se of that period,

when Dr. Boys apologized to him for the delay that had

taken place in a certaining ihu decision of the Coun-

cil as to the price, but he observed that Mr. VVinstaidey

need be under no apprehension on the subject of a sale,

and as there would be a meeting of the College Council

very shortly, he (Ur. Boys,) would lake care that the

price of the lot in queslicm should not be overhwiked.

On Mr. Winstanley replying that he would like to

know the price as early as possible, inasmuch as he

was anxious to close the transaction with Mr. VVatkins,

who, ifanyilehiy should occur, miglil, in the meanlinie,

dispose oi' his iiilercst to another party.—Dr. Hoys

further observed that he (Mr. Wiusliinley) might set

his mind at rest on t!ie sul)jecl ; that he (Dr. 1Joys)

was well acquainted with the lot in tpiestion, which

he knew to be very inferior soil,—ami he continued,

"the minimum price of ihe College lands is live dollars

" per acre, and in vour case I should certainly say thiit

" will be thu maximum also."

Relying on the uniform, and hitherto invariable

usage of the College Council, of giving to their lessees

the privilege of preemption, and on the repeated pro-

iTiises made to Mr. E. Winstanley by tlie Bursar,

and confident in the assurance that the good faith

of the Council would juslily the promises of its officers.

Your Memorialist felt no hesitation in purchasing the

interest of Mr. VVatkins, for which be has actually

paid the sum of £150.

For the purpose of still further enhancing the value

of his property, and of adding to his own personal com-
fort and convenience, Your Memorialist had, for some

time previous to this purchase, had it in view to erect

on his property a dwelling house and offices suitable

for the accommoilation of himself and his family ; and

being desirous that his dwelling house should occupy

a central position ii reference to the acquisitions of

surrounding land which be had made or was making.

Your Memorialist, immediately on completing bis con-

tract with Mr. VVatkins, commenced building at the ex-

tremity of the lot of land first referred to in this Memo-
rial (being tho south half of lot 34,) and irnme-

!J

diately adjoining the east half of lot 35, the fee simple

I of wliich was still in the Corporation of King's Col-

jl While Your Memorialist's operations wore going on,

I but not until he had expended several hi h-ed pounds

1 in buildings and other improvements, a vi ibal message

!
was left with Mr. E. Winstanley, by one of the clerks

', of the Bursar's Office, to the eiTect that the College

i

Council had decided not to sell the lot in question. No
:
reason was assigned for this very unlonked for procced-

': ing; but on making further inquiries, Your Memo-
j
rialist learned that the Council has .suspended for a

I time the disposal of their lands, and that Your Memo-
;; riali-st's rights bad been sacrificed to a new principle

I which had been introduced into tho management. On
jj
Mr. E. VVinstanley expressing his surprise to Dr. Boys

\ that a refusal to sell should be given after a distinct

' promise had been made. Dr. Boys merely observed,

I

" that tho Council were very arbitrary, but that he
" thought ho could hold out strong hopes that the lot

" would eventually be conveyed to Your Memorialist."

Fearing that the matter had not been fairly repre-

sented to the Council by the Bursar, and that be might

not have informed that body of the repeater! promises

made to Mr. E. Winstanley, and believing that the

!rew rule adopted b.y !hn C.'«inril c.-nld Isavo no appli-

cation to cases where distinct promises had been made,

Your Memorialist instructed his son to call upon cer-

tain Members of the Council, for the purpose of pla-

cing Your Memorialist's interests in a proper light. Mr.
' E. Winstanley was informed that the suspension of
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