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Ir will be recollected, my fellow citizens, that

while I have claimed, zzone of the reprefentatives

of the American people, the right of acting accord-

ing to my^own judgment, on all queftions whi^h

concern their general intereftr, 1 hftfeiMpi|f8

deemed it my duty to you, from whom I received

the appointment^ to make you acquainted not only

with my opinion and condu^ on every important

neafnre, bat alfo witli th$ ireafons by which I lu^«

)>een guided*

' tliH^ty I am now about to fiilM in a^afe of

the , highefl; importancfe. Having on two iproaeK

occafions declared to you in the molt unreferved

manner^ my opinion refpe£ting the differences

which have unfortunately arifen between this coi^n-

try aoid France, I am now about to explain the rea«

fops whereon that opinion is founded. . '

After ftating feme coniiderations which have-

induced me to believe that the charges alledged

agalnit us by France, are wholly unfounded, I

ihall endeavour to place her cohduCt and views

refpeCtrng this country in their true light, and tQ.
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