
\iM'F.\J>i\. 44.0

t lunney, ii

ion as pos

France oi

ay be will-

id of New
to dispose

[I to know

the value

t half that

iccted that

onerous to

as large u

' accepted:

still be of

for a large

the rivei-.

c. A right

)f it in tli(;

urisdictioij

to explain

hereto the

iirposes, of

and other

er all do-

ed in the

ite. The

people be

eaty witii

rotates, so frequently occurring from the colonial otticers, scattered

over our hemisphere, and in our nei<:hl)ouriiood, can c)nly be repaired

by a resort to their respective governments in Europe, that it will

be impossible to guard against the most serious inconveniences.

The late events at New Orleans strongly manifest the necessity of

placing a power somewhere nearer to us, capable of correcting and

controlling the mischievous proceedings of such olficcrs towards our

citizens, without whicli a few individuals, not always among the

wisest or best of men, may at any time threaten the good under-

standing of the two nations. The distance between the United

States and the old continent, and the mortifying delays of explana-

tions and negotiations across the Atlantic, on emergencies in our

neighbourhood, render such a provision indispensable, and it cannot

be long before all the governuients of Kurope, luiving American co-

lonies, must see the necessity of making it. This object, therefore,

will likewise claim your special attention.

It only remains to suggest, that, considering the possibility of

some intermediate violences between citi/.ens of the I'^nited States

and the French or Spaniards in consequence of the interrujition of

our right of deposite, and the probability that considerable damages

will have been occasioned by that measure to citi/.ens of the United

States, it will be proper that indemnification in the latter ca'^t- be

provided for, and that in the former it shall not be taken on either

side as a ground or pretext for hostilities.

These instructions, th(»ugli as full as they could be conveniently

made, will necessarily leave much to your discretion. For the pro-

per exercise of it, the president relies on your information, your

judgment, and your fidelity to the interests of your country.
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Mr. 3Iadlso)i, Sccrelari/ of Sfafr. of the I'nilcd Sfalts, to Messrs.

Livliii^'ilon cold Mourot\ dated Jipril, 18, 1803.

[extract.]

A month having elapsed since the departure of Mr. Monroe, it

may be presumed that by the time this reaches you, communica-

tions will have passed with the French government suflicieiifly ck-

plaining its views towards the l^iited States and preparing the way

for the ulterior instructions winch the president thinks proper should

ROW be given.


