
21. On Ihc dale of thr first Discocery of the American Continent.

obsci'vation on this head, which entirely sn))Voi'ts any such conchision. " If," ho

says, "a i;roat country liad ahvady Ix'cn (bund there in 11!)1, it wouhl have been

quite unnecessary lor the Cal)ots to persuade the Bristol men to continue their

ex])lorinij: exjieditions after that time ;" Avhereas they were continued in 11.95,

1 M)n, and 111)7. To my own iniiul this ari^'iiment is ])eyond all reply.

Anollier idea has been advanced by Mr. NichoUs which must not be overlooked,

as it appears to pr(>seiit a formidable olijeetion. lie says :
—" Pasqualii;o tells us

they were three months on the voyai^'c; yet we lind the luvul of the firm, John,

at the Court in London, ami in possession of the reward on the lOth of Ausj;'ust,

111)7. 'I'lie land was s -en, it is said, on June 21th. If they wvvc three months on

the vova^e—thev sailed about tlie lOtli of ^lav—and were thirtv-ibnv (lavs beatinj''

out ; take the same ^ iM'iod for their return, iiu-ludi'iL;' tlie hindin;^' at Bristol, and

the two days' journ(\v to London, and it will just y'ive three weeks to do what wo

vcMiture to say no hydrographer of th(> ])res(>nt day, with all tin; knowledg'c which

ex])erience has brought, and all the apjdianccs of .science, would venture lo attempt

in le'ss than as many months."

The vmnnrk is very just, but is admirably met by a piece of reasoning which

^Ir. Kohl had already committed to paper in liis valuable work. lie says :
— "Th(>

iirst or preliniinary exploring' (^x])editions for discov(>ry were generally short

excursions; and lor good reasons, such as the uncertain nature of the ju'ojecls,

and consequently the diirn.'ulty of obtaining the requisite means of conducting

tluin. Thev usuallv conmienced such vovaii'cs with one or two lii-ht and small

slii})s, and, nttw having made a discovery, or even obtained a distatit glimpse of

some new country, they were eager to return and proclaim their success, ami to

ol)1ain a nnvard, and a larger outfit for more thorough explorations. AVe observe,

therefore, that in the history of discovery the iirst exploring expeditions coutiimed

but a very short time, whilst in the second undertaking a large tleet and mon* ample

supplies have enabled the adventurers to remain longer abroad, and to inake

mor(> thorough surveys. But if we adopt the year 1191. for the Iirst exploring

voyage of the Cabots, we find that in the two subsequent years, 1 11).") and 1 U)(i,

no voyage at all was performed ; and that in 111)7, what Avould then lie their

second voyage, A\as a very small undertaking with only one litth^ vessel, t!ie

•']Mattlicw,"froni which theyreturned quickly after an absence of only three months.

8ueli inactivity in the Cabots, the King, and the Bristol men, after the apparei'.tly

great success of 1191, with the small outfit and quick return in 1197, would l)e

jierfectly out of analoay with the usual course of things, and wholly unaccouui-

able. If, on the contrary, rejecting the theory which sup])oses a voyage to have


