
ci'iiiiiii of thirty y<'iirs' (.'xpcricnc*'. f

woiilil like tf) have the luttor read to the

confcrotK'c.

Mr. Wliitakcr: No doubt the confcr-

eiico would he j,dad to hear it. The 8e -

retary will j)U'ase n-ad it.

The Secretary read tlie letter of Mr.

licvi Browu, of Sand Beach, as follows:

San'I) Heach, .Mich, Dec. 19, iS'.t2.

Afi . (I'ri'cii ;

DiCAR Sir— In reply to your letter wiM say I

am (jflad to hear (roiii you. I wiU give you my
ideas of fishing and what ought 10 be done in

the future to protect the hatcheries and fisli. I

/ have fished ahout,Jhirty years now, and you

know thsrflliave always utade a"siiccesr of it.

The hatcheries are a great help toward increas-

ing the fish, hut unless something is done to

protect the small whitefish we have for a number
ofyears i)liiuted - ii nnmV.er ofmillions each year

I —we shall fail. We find that these fish are

I ca\ight when ixily from one to two i)OUuds in

J weight, as you know, and they are only half

grown. For one place th.?y are destroyed in .Sagi-

naw Hay by the tons and in other places the

same. We understand that the small mesh has
been a failure in the way of protecting the small

whitefish. I think the besl way is to put a fine

on the man who catches them, also on the con-

sumer, or who ever has them on hand—any-

thing under one and a half pounds.

Vr,a know these small fish \>'hen caught could

be thrown back into the water and would live.

Fish of that small size are of no use to anybody.
There should be a fine of Jioo to 5500 for any
man who is caught with them. Unless this is

done the fish are not protected much.
I think the fish ought to have a rest the same

as the game, to give them a chance to gather on
their feeding grounds. Now there are fishing

tugs that fish the year round unless it is a verj'

hard winter. I .im not talking allogetherabout

others, as I fish with'a tug and sail boats my-
self. I can make a success of it if I have five or

si.x mouths out of the year, aiul others should be

satisfied. I think in the spring, from April 1st

"^ to July 1st, and in the fall, from Sept. 14th to Dec.

ist, should be a close season. This gives us three

months in the spring and three months in the

fall to fish. That is six months to fish, and that

ought to satisfy the fisherman. Some may
think the Canada fishermen will have a better

chance, but I think not, for as they hunt them
up they would crowd on this side. The fish

work the same as the game, Some fishermeti

may think this would be a damage to them, but

the price of the fish would come up sol think it

wonhi be a benefit to all the fishermen. Mr.
dreen, I give you the best of my ideas, and per-

haps yon cau better them in some places, but I

hope this will give satisfaction to all. Don't for-

get to let me know how you prosper with this,

yours respectfully,

i:,EVI BROWN.

<r i*" ,» **. •»•! W:-

(hairniaii: (leiitleiiien. we have pre-

pared a program of the suhjects

whieh shouhl bo discussed by this coii-

fereuee, wiiich is as follows:

TiriO .NKCKSSITV KOR .\ .N Kn'ICIK.VT K.N-

roRCKMlCNT OK LAWS |!V A I'AII) KISU

AND (1 A.MK DEl'AHT.MKXT.

I.

1. Should the Department be under the

Fish Commission ?

2. Number of Deputy Wardens.
;>. CoinpiMisation of Chief Warden and

Deputies.

4. Terms of oHice.

II.

1. Should there be a close season for

wliitetish ?

2. If yes, what shall be the limit ?

15. Shall a restriction be pat u])on the

size of fish to l)e taken or ha 1 in

posssession or on the size of mesh '.'

4. Penalties.

III.

Close seasons for brook trout, grayling,

California trout, brown trout,

f Loch Leven trout. Land l^oeked

salmon and small moutlied bass.

I. What should be the unifoi'm close

season for brook trout, California

trout, brown trout. Loch Leven

trout anil l..and FiOcked salmons.

2. Black bass.

IV.

(ta.mk—Close seasons, etc.

Chairman Whitaker: In some re-

spects, gentlemen, the first subject for

our discussion and considetjrimi' itt my
oi)inion is one of the mostipwf^j'talftt we
have for consideration bere. What \\v

need to do is to agree npoftt a, uniform

fish and game warden law. And it

should not be a fish and game warden

law tliat simply provides places for men
who do not perform the functions of

their i)uti»i»r rnfortnnately for the State

of Michigan, and I know that is largely so

in th4 State of lio (I think their law

is ver^v much the same as ours), our

law CfiUs for the appointnient of a ( hief

'**

'^^


