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gave them facilities extrtmely difficult to control,

A very large amount of spirits and manufactures

have in this way been introduced into the Maritime

Provinces free of duty, within the past ten years,

that it would not be easy to trace in the regular

trade returns. So distasteful was this great con-

cession, without equivalent, to the people of the

Lower Provinces, that it was denounced by some of

their ablest public men as an unrequited sacrifice

of their interests.

In this connection it is but right to show that,

whether the treaty was fair or unfair, in the working

of it, the citizens of this country have had advan-

tages not contemplated when it was signed. The

arrangement was completed on the 5th of June,

1854, but was not to come into full effect till

ratified by the Colonial Legislature. Mr. Marcy

requested that, pending the decisions of the Pro-

vinces, the American fishermen should be permitted

to enter upon the in-shore fisheries in as full and

ample a manner as they would be when the treaty

came into force. The concession was yielded and

the British and Colonial cruisers were withdrawn.

"When the Colonies claimed the free entry of their

products, pending thd ratification of the Treaty, in

return for this concession, existing revenue laws

were pleaded and this very reasonable claim was

denied; so that at the outset the citizens of the

Bepublic enjoyed the chief advantages of the treaty
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