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matn^ before the arrival of Admiral Byng : and
*' that their iket confifting of three hundred fail

had put to fea on the loth. »

This u'as confirmed by lord Bri/ioly who
writes from Turi7i on the 24th of April, that

the French fleet fet fail on the tenth, drove back
on the ek'venthy out again on the twelfth, with.

orders in cafe of feparation, to lofe no time in

making Minorca j and that the marftial RichUeu

expedled to meet in three days with the whole
fleet, carrying twenty four battalions, and one
of artillery -, each battalion containing thirteen

Companies of forty men each

Consul Birtles mentions (April 3d and 15th)

that they had immenfe quantities of provifions

on board of thirty two large merchant {hips,

befides four thoufand (heep, and one thoufand

two hundi'ed live oxen, to be ufed in drawing

cannon, and then to be flaughtered : five thou-

fand new tents : furnaces for heating cannon
fhot ; one hundred horfes for officers j all ma-
terials for a fiege : bricks for ovens : and that a

Swedifi fhip faw the French fleet of feventeen>

fhips of war, and one hundred and thirty three

tranfports, only nine leagues from Minorca on
the feventeenth. That he was on board admi-

ral GallaJJioniere, and was informed that eighty

five tranfports were then mifljng''.

^^ Letters from Genoa, Jpril 28th, received May 17th, •

* April 19th. '
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