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doth the By-Stander affign them any, unlefs it be a

Power of Money •, to which they have fo little Pre-

tcnfion at prefcnt, that it looks like Icoffing at and

infulting their Mifery to urge it, at a Time when
by a Load of Taxcs^ the Decay of Trade, and the

want of Vent for their Manufa(5tures, diey feem ha-

flening a-pace on the high Road to Poverty, and

all the unhappy Confequences thereof. And what-

ever Room there may be to difpute the Connexion

between fome Things that arc often tacked to (jne

another, there can be little Doubt, but that Beg-

gary and Slavery generally go together ; the one

treads clofc upon the Heels of the other, and they

are fuch near Allies and fuch conflant Companions,

that where the former fixes her Abode, the latter is

ever (ure to take up her Habitation.

There is no Way to prevent thefe, but by taking

effedual Meafures to put a Stop to that general Cor-

ruption, which all the World complains of, and

which, if continued, will make both inevitable ;

for dripped as the People are of all their ancient

Power, both Civil and Military, they have nothing

left to ballance the exceffive Power of the Crown,
but what they derive from their Reprefentation in

Parliament 5 and this, whenever Corruption pre-

vails there, becomes a mere Shew •, inllead of a real

Security, it only ferves to lull the Nation into a falfe

one ; Liberty runs the greateft Danger from that

very Quarter which ought to fupport it, and can

never be fo furely ruined as by us natural Guardi-

ans. The Nation in general feem fufficiently fenfi-

ble of the Danger, and have inftruded their Re-
prefentativcs to provide againft it by Ads, to limit

the Number of Placemen in the Houfe of Com-
mons, to incapacitate Penfioners for fitting there,

to prevent falle Returns of Members, and Bribery

and Corruption in Eledions, and to reftore Trien-

nial Parliaments. Thefe are all very good Things,

but


