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where « half-hrccd Indian, for the murder of an

Eiglishmnii, was iricd, convicifil, and hiiii:,'—

a

mode of denlh the most re[)Ui;tKUil to ;ill an In-

dian's prejudices. Wliy .shunld ihis ml liavi- been

done upon an Americaii citi/enl Wljal liave you

(lone to insuri! his surrender to your own courts?

—

what to protect his pursuits, doubly le^^iiiniaie boili

by your teiritorial liiic and the siipiilaiiuiis ol the

convcniionl
You do not, prubably, know the number of men

of MassachusL'its, of New IJampshiie, of Misiouri,

and of oiher State-', who would push llioir foi tunes

in that territory, and carry eivilizatiun tliither.

could they but expcet from you the protection and

the favor which En-iland, Ihroutih the lludann Jiay

Co7iipi/ny, i^rants lo her pcojdc. Vour Stales of the

East and the West will not send forth tiieir swanus,

because they believe their Goveinmcnt too liiuid

or too nii:i,'anlly to prot' cl or toas.-ist them. Tiicy

never will believe you in earnest till, by some

measure as positive as this, you prove to ilicin

that you regard your title as indeleasible, imd give

them a pledge ofyour intentions that cannot b- ic-

tracted. I have seen many letters to this etfecf,

and know thai such is the general doubt which

holds back numbers who desire to go. Your peo-

ple require arlion of some kind; and I will feel that

I have not lived in vain, if this bill tliould have

thoefteet of bringing the subject to some definite

conclusion.

These are the views of those who look only to

the earthly rewards of hazardous enterprise. But

the Eastern Stales furnish others, whom asncred

call has led to trace the pathless wif^erness, care-

less of all human protection; who, in the irur' spirit

of Cliristiun pliilaruhriipy, h.ivc brcved evciypii-

vation and danger to carry to ihc valleys of the

Oregon and the Wallamol the lighi of the G'osncl,

and its attendant, civilization; nccomplisb'ing

there, by individual devoiedness, 'hose noble bene-

fits which it was your part to have performed. The
Christian spirit of men h;i< oui<tripped ilie tardy

policy and goodness of the Governmer,t; and ihcse

Gospel-bearers have at once formed a parndise,

v.'here your statesmen imagine nothing but slerii

sands, or a surface blacken I by volcnnic fires.

Of the horrors ofsncli Mijourn the Sermtor from
South Carolina [Mr. rWi.DLFKiK] seems to have
formed a particu ally lively conception, and has
conveyed it (as was to b.;* expected) in a very pow-
erful Ibrm. Had he (he said) an honest or deserv-

ing son, who tiesired to migra e thither, he wouU!
say to him, "Don't go! stay where you are!'' But,

had he one fit for a convici-ship or Eoianv Bay, he
'

would tell him, without hesitation, "Gio, by all

means !"

Now, for tlie Senator's informraio'.i, I beg to

read a few well-authenticated descriptions ut this

blasted land of his. The reports t>f ihiMnission-|

aries, and the narratives of Captain Wilkes and uf I

Mr. Peale, the naturalist, gii'e a very difilinent:

picture. They-gree that, for pictnre-qne beamy,'
for exuberant leiiility, an<l for salubrity ot climate,

!

no region of the earth, of equal extent, surpnsses}

the vales and the tabk -lands of the Ore'.;on. There,
too, they tell you, instead of the dissoluteness of

such a population as the Senator thinks it only fit

for, are seen gentleness, piety, intelligenee, and
peace, which seem to have their chosen sc-.t in ihe

beautifnl valley of ihj Wallamet. Thev are
law-abiding and Kiw-lovint;; they are active, yet

quiet; no strifes or broils, suicides or murders. No

compulsion of ihe law is needed to make then ^acts Cil

theirdebi>—a contrast, on this verge of en letioi

tioii, (as the Sennioi supposes il,) at which ;, ries oil

lion ol his eonsiituenis, not to say my own, iiubli-hiT

well blush. Ife is not less mistaken as to tfc^al (,t ll

eenary motives which, he tlunks, c:tn aloiii' ii|jliciit[

led these wanderers ^o lar. Was it sueli,tEer nl

biouchl our .sturdy ancestors *o Ihe rock otmtes \\
mouth? May not their descendants speed tHodsoiF
faiihest Wtsi with liivC visions of some noble letller-

riiy to be realized? There is a fascination in jfpic
half-real dreams whieh I have witnessed ar. jupied
ami had I wealth to pay, orcould such tl!ii;.:!lu8ivi

bought, I know not what I wouiil give to ha; ;he'l)c^i|

the wild and strange rapture with whi?li l:he Ami
must have gnzcd, fir the first lime, Irom ih" well asj

mit oltlic Cumberlmd mountains over the iMofthe ij

less plain of Kentucky; or 3et, again, when h _^ ^{g

passed through tint Edeii-like wildeiiies-, pQ^m,'
from the lop of one ol the mourils "' '^ ''m in the -|
race, looked, in bewildered delight, <.ver lhe.t^^„y ^\\
nificent banks and streams of the Ohio. 'VancoJ

These, sir, are sensations not to be purcVspring
There is in lliem no lonch of nnyihiir nieici;52| deg
and ihey animnie men to ventures w.iich no theclin

can repay, bin which surely, in finding or I'cuinadesci

empires ior us, deserve em ouragemeni ami proOIl tire

tioii,as much as any Inbor.-i of that more m Mtune
kind which seek, and make themselves in m' a stniei

rewards at home. There are men who go fi r from tl

the wilderness like our first paren's, when Gwi' United

ihein forth from the garden of EtU ii to sub-ii' which
earlii. Such jedings, to our own immedia; tion wi

cesiors, she 1 an ideal beauty over the liarren

ol Plym'uih, one dny, under lluur all sub

spirit, to blossom like the ro-e. 'ihc s.iae in

yet animates their race, and will bear thorn n

de.-erts, as of old across the deep, give them
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the protection of your laws and tlie cuuntei;. Hy has

of tlie Government, ' A Ic

I lecolleet, Mr. President, at the la-t ses- :
transini

Congress to have heard a venerable and lesp ing.

lady say that, when she removed, at the eii portaiit

the Revolution, from Annapolis to Cimiberlar: Deyond

Maryland, she was looked upon as having : also re

out of the world, an 1 as about tci become ii ,-

savage. In such n light were your lorefather-

'

Batkk of Massachuseiis in tl'.e chair] viewed w
in their forlorn search for freedom, ihey abaiiil

the ease of civilized life, and, for treer he

braved the dangers of the deep and the terr.

a savage shore. They but obeyed the instin

our peeuliiir race— thai, invincible hmdng fo,

erty and sp;ice which impels those of Anglo-b;

de-cent to trace iherud'st trncis, the wildest

range the Atlaniic and the Jiuliiui wa^ue of wa
explore the vast Pacific, and bienk ilirnu^li

icy barriers ot the polar oceans With a spiii'

newed from our virgin soil, and from Natme ;

in Ihis iintnme I continent, it looks back to the ;

of our forefathers, half ready to spr^ ad ther"

rc'^cr,rr(iiion wliieh coiislanlly ngilnt'.'s it.-elf ('

nations may enbirTc- thems Ives by physical

quests; but we (I thank God for it!) enn sn!

only by the dominion of mind the mcral empii

institutions. If neighboring countries are, ni

fulu'"e lime, robe ad(ied toonr Union, it will be:

who will have sought the blessings of our in-

lions; not we who will have coveted tlie cidn-

menl of our territory by ccmqucring fle.-ts :

armies.

[Here Mr. Linn proceeded to read a sciies of.
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