
lOG A VOYAGE TO THE

that he had ohfcrved behind a hearh, near one of the villapcn,

a lar^e pond, whicli was faid by the native.^ to contain frefh

water; and that there was tolerable ancltotiiii; gtoiind before
it.

Captain Cook then bore down witli the ftiips, and cart anchor
in twenty 6.vc fathoms water, over a fandy bottom. The fhips

being thus itatinned, between three and four in tlie afternoon,
the Capta'.n went afliore with three armed boats and twelve of
the marines, with a virw of examining the water, and trying
the dil'poiicion of the inhabitants, who had aHcmbled inconli-
derable numbers on a fandy beach before the village ; l)ch)nd it

was a valley, in which was the piece of water. The moment
he leaped on fhore all the illanders fell proltate upon tlieir faces,

and ccmtinued in that i>oilurc of humiliation till by figns he pre-

vailed on them to rile. They then prefentcd to him many fmall
pigs, with plaintain trees, making ufe of nearly the fame cerc>

monies which we had I'ecn pradtifcd on fimilar occalions at the
Society and other Ifl^s : and a long o' * ion or prayer being pro-

nounced by an individual, in which c "s of the affembly oc-
cafionally joined. Captain Cooic fignifi- is acceptance of their
proferred friendfhip, \>y bestowing on .nem, in return, fucli

prefents as he brought afhi^re. Tills introdudliry buiinefs being
ended, he ftationed .1 ^uard upon the beach, and was then cou-
dutted bjr fome of the natives to the water, which lie found
extremdy good, and fo confidetable, that it might be denomi-
nated a lalce. After this, he returned oh board, and ilTued or-

ders, that preparations fhould he made for tilling our water-caHcs
in the morning ; at which time he went afhore with fome of his

people,, having a party of marines for a guard.
They had no i'ooner landed, than z trade was entered into

for potatoes and liegs, which the iQanders gave in excltange for

nails and pieces of iron. Far from giving any obstrudion to
our men who were occupied in watering, tney even afitded them
in rolling the caflcs to and from the pool, and performed with
alactlty whatever was required of them.
• Among the various articles, which they brought to barter,

we were particularly {truck with a fort of cloak and cap, whiih,
even in more polillied countries, might be elteemtd elegant.—
Thefe cloaks are nearly cf the (hape and lize of the fhort ones
worn by the men in Spain, and by the women in England, tied

loofely before, and reachuig to the middle of the back. Tlic
ground of fhcm Is a net work, with the mod beautiful red and
yellow feathers ib clofcly fixed upon it, that the furface, both
m point ol imoothnels and gloflinefs, relembles the richcll vel-

vet, The method of varying the mixture is very different ; for

fome of them having triangular fpaces of yellow and red altcr-

riately; others, a fort of crefcent ; while fome are entirely red,

except that they had a broad yelhn border. The brilliant co-

lours of the feathers, in thofe cloaks that were new, had a very
ffne efled. The natives, at firit, refufed to part witli one of
thefc cloaks for any thing that we offered in exchange, deuiand-


