
15

y perhaps be rousecthis debate, that this, like all other great nation?.! questions, is

ivitably attend a coiibringiiig to its support, or arraying in opposition to it, local

3 in its progress, anquesiions and prejudices wliich seem likely to give it a tendency

/hich has been witand an impetus more powerful than could have been imparted

:laration that reputtp it by its own intrinsic merit or importance. Those who

d in fact as it woulJrtgarJ themselves as particularly interested in our present

instance recorded iUritl laws, and dread as the greatest calamity any change or

» sustain them in tlimodification of them, and who think they see strong indica-

lovernment previoitions in the doctrines advanced by the Executive of a strong

lis country then, W£disjH)silion on his part to establish, as far as he may be able

comparatively youiito accomplish it, a system of free trade, frankly avow, or many

upon our commercof them do, their willingness to see the country involved in

)e had to a very coiwar, rather than permit the industrial pursuits of the people to

which was still fube laid prostrate by a ruinous competition with the pauper

intercourse act. Oilabor of Europe. Sir, I think it v/ould not be too much to as-

the lowest point, aif '"t that the manufacturing States of the Union would prefer

iiied to be paralyze* war to a system of free trade. Many of those who conlrib-

enthad not the meatited to tlie elevation of the present Chief Magistrate, pledged

se is different. TIthemselves in the canvass of 1 844 to a course of policy respect-

ample. We have ing the tariff, whicl% if we are to judge from the tenor of his

lore than sufficient liunual mes>:age, he is not likely to pursue. At the North he

' therefore the duty ^^^ declared to be in favor of a high protective tariff, while at

much zeal to prepalhe South he was understood to be in favor of free irade. Now,

uve seem to be tendiiur, if we are to judge of the President's opinions from his an-

5 be any opposition uwal message, he is more likely to favor the latter than the

ons necessary for cfformer in his course of policy. It is well known by whom he

denounce the intrigii^StSurrounded in his cabinet councils: the very minister who

sHie and will hold ao^jducts our foreign negotiations may be considered as favor-

beei'i placed in chaT*ble to, having voted for, the tariff of ISiJ. He is most inti-

e the policy they piott^ttely connected wilh the great iron interest of the State from

artv ascendency, th^vJiich he comes. A war would be more sure protection to

of the most powt rthose interests than any law which could be passed by Con-

h 1 have the honor?res>s. I make no charge against thut or any other gentleman;

rom the necessary ;:3Ut when I hear it declared by gentlemen from that section of

t in the field of stri'QUntry that they would prefer a war to any considerable rc-

[)f this debate to proluction of the tariff, I am bound, sir, to suppose it not iinpos-

s nartv character. '•M^' that their policy may in some degree be dictated by their

in party intrigues,

B scheinf

inal question,

le

anterests. In Pennsylvania, it is well known that Mr. Polk

f desi'^iiW^'^ represented as ''a butter tariff man than Mr. Clay,"

and lM''- Chakles J. Inukrsoll. That was my argument.]

of President-iiiaki**'!''^ ^^ ^he South he was understood to be in favor of free

Tin the eyes of \\\(r^^^y ^^' '^ '^^^ '^'^ va/orem rate of duties. Mow are these dif-

isetnteiices involvedO'^nccs to be reconciled ? You cannot have one tariff for the

nd oblitera-^Wlh and another for the South : fortunately or imfortunately,
isetpt

ty lines a

I, also, in the courf-p"^*" '^^^^ extend over the v/hole country. Are we to be thrown


