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stances, such as the Oliio 61: Mississippi ami the Clrand 'rniiik,

the track has been narrowed to four feet eij^hl and a half inches

at j^M'eat expense—experience ha\ in^^ proven that the orij^inal

j^auj^e was too wide for the traffic, and that, to use the words of

a celehr.iti'd engineer, the niachiner\- and rollinj^ stock had

been built to haul and tr.uispDit a n.illon when they tlitl not

ha\e more than a ([uart to c:arr)'. iiiat a six-feet ^auj^i" is too

wi(U.', is deiuonstratc'd b>' the report of Captain Tylei" on the

h^rie Kailwa)', in which he recommends it to be narrowed, even

thouL^h the estimated cost of effectinij it amounts to i^'*^, 5 00,000.

l*'urtln'r, a practical financier has stateil that, " \'ou could not

raise a dollar in the United States to-tlay, to build a road of

wider i;au;^e than four feet ei^ht and a half inches."

Stephenson's t^au^e was the result of accident or unex-

j)Iained cause, as when the parts of the first locomoli\e were

put together, it was found to fit a ^auL^e of four feet eight and

a half inches, instead of four feet nine inches, as was intended,

antl which was then the distance between the wheels of

ordinary vehicles in haii,dantl. With few exceptions, this gauije

has been adhered to ever since. No one asked the question

until a few years a_L;()—Why 'was the present standard gauge

chosen, and w h)' will not a narrower one answer all purposes?

Man is an iinitati\e creature; and l-aiglanti, the jjirthplace of

the Iwa)', inhabited principally by a race of conservative

m IS now in consetiuence a railway system of 16,449 miles

h- I.. oi\ the f(iur feet eight and a half inch gauge. yMthough

only ^6/ miles, according to the luiglish Hoard of Trade re-

turns, were constructed during 1 874, yet Capt. Tyler, in his

report, considers that the railway system is far from complete,

and that many hundred miles will have to be built to give the

benefit of railway communication to outlj'ing districts. The
aggregate length of railways authorized b)- Parliament during

the years 1870, 187 1, 1872, 1873 and 1874, and not yet con-

structed, alone amounts to more than 2,200 miles. The ques-

tion that naturally suggests itself is. Why were not these rail-

ways built ? The answer is, because the lines of route are not

able to support a gauge costing on the average J5 1 85,000 per

mile, and because capitalists are aware of the fact that more


