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^^1^ Imtipiiic so iiil('),nnl ii |imiI nf ( 'niinila, fur

llii' line w;iril iiiitiiiiilly liriiijjs iiptlii' nllicr,

tliilt it is ililliiMllt tn rciili/'.c lllllt tllis i;i('ilt

j;iiiiil iiiiiuiit;' ilic wnrld's uniiili'is is iHit yv[ lliir-

Iccii years nlil, tliiit in I'lict it.-i llist Iniiii mily

ii'iiclicil \'iiii('(Uiv<'r ill Miiy ISS". In tliis ii'iitiiiy

III' iiiarvi'ls tlicic is 11(1 iiiiiic stailliiiM- story nf in-

<liitiiitaliK' ciuMjiy ami ciijiiiu'ci-inj; j.'ciiius lliaii

lliat I'liilioilii'il ill till' iiii'('|>tioii anil i'oiii|il('U(iii nf

tllis niiUvay. I''nr rvcii at tins cniiiiiaiativrly

siinrt liistaiii'c nf tiiiii' wr can liariliy iiiia<;inn what
till' undertaking ically was. As we havel aernss

the i-oiitinent in luxurious ease, we are, it is true,

iiii|ire.sseil witli the inaj;nituile of the ohstaeies

nvereoine, liiit We fail tn ;;ras|i the situation at tlie

time of the |irnjeelliMi ami hiiililin^ nf the line.

\ ]\\r'^f ]iart nf the iMiuntry llirnu;;li wliieli tlie

railroad was to run was uiie.\|)lnred and viitually

unknown. As a writer ha.s saiil.
" 'rowanls the

KasI, all ahout Lake Suiierior.and heyond the l!eil

IJiver, was a vast roeky ref^ion where nature in

her yoiiniier days hail run riot, ami where deep
lakes and niiij;hty rivers in every diieetion o|i|insei|

the |iroj;ress of the en;;ineer. Iteyond lied llivi-r

for a thnilsanil miles slrelehed a ureat |ihiin, un-

known only to the wild Indian and the fur trader.

Then ranie the mountains, ranue after ran<;e in

elosc sueecssion, and all une.\|iloreil.'' To span
these rivers, to eross these prairies, to pieree these

niountains, was indeed a iiold undertaking;. .\i;aiii

and aj^aiii it had heeii pronniineed an iiiipossihilily,

hut the inipossihle heeanie possihle ; the ideal the

aetiial. The (Jninpany that had heeii nr;;aiiized

only in ISS], drove the last spike of the main line

at ( 'raiijellaehie in the l'",aj;le Pass on a Noveniher
ninrniii);, ISS.". The eonstruetinn of the 'i'raiis-

eoiilinental line, however, was tn eome. Braueli

lii-es were huilt to open prairie, forest and mine,

while iiidepMideiit eonneetions to the seahnard

were secured. Hy the end of I.S.S,") the Company
was in pos.session of no less than l,.'!l.'') miles of

railway, of which .'>,.")ll() represented the Traiis-

enntiiiental lino. I'<ven this achievement did imt

satisfy the aims ami aspiratiniis of the (Janadian

I'aeilic Ifuilway Company ; the trade nf the ( >iii!nt

must he urasped, and as a result the idea of plac-

ing nn the I'aeilic. steamers which would surpass

anything: alloat nii the I'acilie, was sui;j;esleil. The
siiifjieslimi was immediately acted upon, and as

a result the Canadian I'aeilic liailway Company
have as their cniinectioii to .lapali and China the

maijniliccnt steamers " l'",mpress of India." "Mm
press of .lapan," and " l'',nipress of ('hiiia,'' t^UdO

tons each. 1(I,(HII1 horse-power, titled and ei|ui])ped

ihroujrhout in a manner wdiich makes them, as

ori^;iually intended, surpass any other steamers

of any other line erossili};- the I'aidlic. Ne.xtcame

the siiif;,'esliou of a steamship line to .Australia,

which has now heconie a reality. Small wonder,

therefore, that no other pulilic enler|)rise has so

ureal an inlhlence upon the development of the

dominion, or that the railway has indeed hecomc

a ureat part of our national life. Space, however,

does not permit of discourse on the identity of

the Canadian I'aeilic with the development of the

Dimiiuioii of Canada, however interestine; the

siihject might lie, hut we wish to particularize a

fow' of the scenic heauties of tin; lino.

liOaviujf Vancouver the railway follows its

ooiir.so through the variou.s rivers, lakes and

springing verdure, as ndnrous with Mowers, as

peaceful and lovely as the happy valley of l!as.

Silas, the miisieid lippliligs of the river at our
feel. .\t the nc.xt moment we are whirling our

way aloiii; a canyon of a mighty stream, appar-

ently emleavoriiifr |,i outrace the train at its side.

.Miove is the hhlest of skies, and the hrightcst nf

suns, .'iiid (dinging to the imunlaiii sides ten

thousiiiid feet ahove us hang glaciers Hashing in

wdiite green emerald loveliness, upon which we
ga/.e hieathless. wondering, awe-struck as we
rememher that the liiinian race is not so old as

that Ihawless lielil liefore us. lint where so much
grandeur meets the eye, it is well to particularize.

.\fter leaving \'ancouver and following the green
shnres of Hurravd Inlet with its uneiplalled an-

I liiuage, we strike the l'"raser IJiver. famous for

its salmnii lisheries. We fnllnw the Fraser Uiver

w liicli is lieeomiiig narrower and narrower, until

Hope is reached, where \\i- are forced into the

walls nftlie canynn.and herestartsa wild struggis

with nature's olistacles ; liiniiel fnllnws tunnel,

out of the one into the sunlight, into ,'inothcr and
out again, and always hclow us the hoiling turhu-

leiit !•' laser. I''iiially ^'alc is reached, all interest-

ing lamlniark of the old Caiihoo uoM mining
days ami one of the oldest towns in the I'lovince.

The scenery along the I'" laser Canynu here is

thought by many to exceed in heaiity that of anv
niher iiortion of the line: indeed a iiiidiiiidjl ride

ccunes Mnston or .Vmerican liar, so called after a

iiumher of .\niericans who took from its sands
over a million dollars in granulated gnl<l in the

summer of |.S.").s. Then comes Spiizziim, whore
the l'"raser liivor is spanned hy a suspension
liiidge which was huilt in the Carih lavs as a

connecting link of the Carihon tote " road. Hold
is still cradled irom the river hed hy Chiin-i' and
Indians wdio arc content with oidimiiy returns

for their exacting lahor. We coiilimie on to

North lieiid where the Canadian I'aeilic llaihvay

has huilt a hold for the conveiiieiice of tourists

wdio wish to explore the Canyon. Still further

up this wondrous gorge through kcifei- ami
Cisco, with our eyu on the opposite side of the

river we fidlow the old Carihoo road which clings

to the sides of the monnlaius, reaching an ilcva-

tinli of one thnusaud feet higher than the laiiwav

track. At('iscowi,' cross the h'raser on a inaiii-

moth steel cantilever lii'idge. .\fter leaving l,\ Itmi

we pass through an almost hox-likc canvoii of |||(>
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