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EXPLANATORY NOTE
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Gbeat Bbttain is engaged in a war from which, aswe believe,

there was offered to our nation no honourable way of escape.

The desire of all who love their country is to serve it in the

hour of its aeed, and so to live and labour that those who have

fallen in its service may not have died in vain. While this

may suffice to make it"mediate duty clear, the war remains

in the deepest sense a challenge to Christian thought. The

present bitter struggle between nations which for centuries

have borne the Christian name indicates some deep-seated

failure to understand the principles of Christ and to apply

them to human affairs.

This series of papers embodies an attempt to reach, by

common thought, discussion and prayer, a truer understanding

of the meaning of Christianity and of the mission of the

Church to the individual, to society and to the world.

Those who are promoting the issue of these papers are drawn

from different political parties and different Christian bodies.

They believe that the truth they seek can be attained only by

providing for a measure of diversity in expression. Therefore

they do not accept responsibility for the opinions of any

paper taken alone. But in spirit they are united, for they

are one in the conviction that in Christ and in His €k)spel

lies t^e '^ope. of redemption and health for society and for
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