
nRATUIX V,

wl>i(h wniintls alunt' <im iiIhT. cvprts.-.cd (li>iiiti'ri>tf(l rmir-

HiH\ ImiiiiiiIIc.-s railii. iiii|ilicil (iKcdinici', mc()ri'ii|ilililc tidclity,

iiiK liiiniriiiir ullcrHoii. In iiim tlic ;.M'iinil(' ol' Hriilaiiy was

iiKnlc man.

Tlic Ilaroii had ii'> Icrtli. Hi- lip-. "iii(> r.d. Imt now
liluc, were -ii|iiHirtc(l <iiily liy ilic liardi'ind lmiiii- uith wliich

lie ate till' lii'iad lii- wifi- |i"'k lajf lii'-l I" -nl'ii'ii I'V wrap-

piiii: it ill a damp cinili. and iIhv uitc -unk in his face wlulo

pi'cM'r\iii^ a pri'iid and I hnalcniii'i -milr. lli~ chin aimed

at tiiiicliiiiLr lii- r,M-r : 1 iit ihc iliaracicr <i|' that iin-t— lii^di in

the niiddii—>hn\\c(l his IW'ctnn \iL:<irand puwcr ot' rcsi.-tanco.

His ciimph'xiiiii. iiiarMrd with red tliat ^h'lwcd thr<)U,i.di tlio

urinkh's, was that nf a I'lill-lihxidid, liiLrh-tcinpcrcd man,
ahlc t(i endure the faliuuc.-- whirh had (d'icii. iin doiilit, >ave(l

him from apoplexy. The head was ci-dw ned witli liair us

white n- silver. 1'allin.r in curL- on hi- -honldcrs. 'I"hi» face,

tt;ai seemed partly extinct. >till lived hy the hri^htiiess of a

jiair (d' hiack eyes, .-parklimr in their dark, sunken socket?^,

and tia-hin^' with the la-t llivs (d' a pnemus and loval soul.

The eyehrows and eyelashes were trone. The skin liad set,

and would not yield: tiu' dillicidty id" >havinj,' compoUed the

(dd man to ;:row a fan->liapeil lieard.

What a painter would ino>t have admired in this old lion

of lirittany. with his hroad .-hoiilders and sinewy bn'ast, was
the hands, sjilcndid soldii r"s liands—hands such as du
(iuesclin's mu-t have heeii. hroad. Ihm, and hairy; the hands
that had seized the sword nev( r to relin(|iiish it—anv more
tlian doan (d' .\re"s— till the day when the royal standard
floated in the Cathedral at leims: hands that liad often

-treamed with hlood from ihe thorns of the Bookjc—the

thickets of la Vendci—that had pulhd il,i' oar in the Marais
t'l -teal upon the "blues," or on the open sea to help ( or^'cs

to land ; the hands of a jiartisan and of a inniiier, of a private

and of ' ea]ituin; hands that w-erc now white. thou;_'-h the

r)ouiiH)ns of the elder hraiich were in exile: luit if vou looked

at fhem, you could see certain recent marks rovealinjr that

the Baron, not so Ion*: a,Lro, had ioine<l Malivme iu la Vendee,


