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Tur COMMRRCIAL two weeks agc when it cor.
. gratutated the fisheries commission on its suc-
cess was what is termed *‘too previous.” Sub-
scquent events have shown that its usofulness
. jsgone, the meinbors haviog been divided in
sympathy, and rendering o unanimos report or
oo that will bo accepted by the province gen.
erslly a8 2 satisfactory solution of the proper
government of the salmon canning aud fishin

industry out of the question. Io faot, it woul

" have been very much botter had the commis.
sion never been appointed at all.  Litue else
pethaps could have been expect considering the
comporition of the board and the conditions
surrounding its investigations, aod although
thero wero grave forebodiogs in many quarters
that something Jtke this would happen, at the
outset thore wes an aic of success about the
procecdings which was encouraging. A apiri.
of antagonism, however, soon developed bot-
ween tho cauners and Mr. Wilmot, chairman
of tho commission.  There had been for some
time a shrewd suspicion among those interested
in the fishing industry that the authorities at
Ouawa did not full{ comprehend and provide
fot requirements of the fisheries on the Pacific
coast, and as My, Wiluot was seperintendent
of the department of fishories, blame naturally
was directed towards bim, and whon he made
his recent report as tho result of a flying trip
thrcugh the province, dealing with one“of the
oldest and moat important industries in the pro-
vince, tho afuresail suspicion rested more
strongly on him and was very decidedly con-
fimed, Canners especially said hard thiogs
about him.  Whon ho was appointed to the
present commission and came to British Colam-
bia he was undoubtedly in no conciliatory mood
8o far @s the.cannerymen were concerned.
On the wuther haand the latter were
inspired by no more friendly fecliugs towards
Mr.Wilmot. They each approacked each other
with **blood” in their eyes. Both have anted
indigeretely, Mr. Wilmot in exhibiting an
evident o1a2 and refusing evidence which there
was no reasonnble ground for exclusion ; the
caaners in showiug taeir hand too plainly,  Mr,
Higgus, one of the commisaioners, an old-timer
and speaker of tho logislature, naturally re.
sented Mr. Wilmot’s method of procedure, more
especiaily from a parliamentary poiut of view,
and so a split occurred. Suvme remarks have
beeo made unpating iguorance aud asininity
to Mr. Wilmot. Thut is a mistaken impression.
He is vo fool and his kuowledge of pisciculture
geuerally and from an eastern point of view
particutarly, 18 undoubted, But Mr. Wilmot
hasatheory. Heaccepted the position of chaie-
msn ot the tishery comimssion toproveit. His
questioning of witnesses fromn start to finish,
coald ouly lead to one conclusion as to what his
preconceived and fixed notions were. It.vas
undoubtedly skilful, but it was notin apy sense
judietal or caleulated to inspire coniidence in
the uttimato finding of the commission as Lein

based solely on evidence, It is to be regrotteg
that Mr Wilmot wus appointed, not because
he is nut qualitied, but becauss he is dogmatic,
prejuasced and practicatly had to sit in judg-
meat vu himself ; and uander such vircumstances
we could not but expeet tha verdict to be, as
far os possible, in favor of the prisouer at tho
bar. Iv is to be rogrotted, too, that the 8COPO
of the « nnnussion was not moro clearly defined
aod a3 wide as it cquld bo made and that counsel
had aut beea employod to examine witnesses,
It Wt be generally admitted, in view of. facts,
that wuesw were mistakos. The feeling now is

has whilo a great déal of information has been

obtained, it has beon robbed of it useful.
ness, 80 far as the immediate objeot its
clicitation was intended to achiove, is con-
cornad, viz., an impartial and defiaite scheme,
for resulntinﬁ thoe coast fisherics based on
a complotdo knowledge of local conaitions.
There are two or threc very important issues
above all others at stako, the disposition of
offal, involviog as it doos sapitary coosidera-
tivhs on cne hand and its economie valur on
the other ; tho fixing of close seasons; and tho
cstablishment of an equitable system of grant-
ing liconses. If licouses are to be granted at
all, and even that is worthy of consileration in
itself, it is then pertinent to enouire why the
ovoramont or a Jicensing board should have in
ta discretion to ssy what applicants and how
many should be allowed to fish ; because tbere-
in lies a vital quostion of political economy and
common rights not only of indviduala but locali-
ties. The interests, too, of capitalists must not
be overlooked and the apportionment of rivil-
cges 80 made as to protect both caunnears and
fishermen and to renderit, as far as can be, im-
possible to place cither one at the mercy of the
other. Uader the present system it is 1ot dif-
ficult to account for injustives complained of
anl the vicious custom which has grown up of
bartering and abusieg privileges which could
not hiave bren intended to and should not be
merchantable,

An inportant step has Leen reached in the
dovelopment of the industries of the province
It is understood thut the Victoria mills a.e
makiog experimental shipments of flouc and
meal 10 the Oricat with a view to an export
trade similar to that carriad on south of the
line. The supply of grains for this purpose, if
the trade is to assume any proportions, must
come largely from the Northwest and Manitoba.
At present prairie wheat with a mixture of
Oregon wheat,which can be imported sufficiont.
ly cheap, is being grouod. An experiment has
beeu made in the (f{rection of growing wheat in
the Frager valley for milling purposes, but,
while successful some seasons cannot uniformly
be depended upon. In the direction of cereals,
the Dela country can most ?roﬁtably direct
attention to oats. The oats cf the Fraser val
ley are the finestrquality for milling, eqnal it is
said to the best in the world. That with horti-
culture, hop growing ard other phuses of
agricuture would fully conform to the

adaptabilities of that | and  similsr
districts along the coast. Sime_ of the
interior  districts such as Okanagan

aud Chilcotin have capabilities for supplying at
least the home market in wheat and barley and
are admirably adapted for their cultivation.
The premier brand of the End :rby flour, is au-
thentically stated to be as good as anything in
the market anywhere. Though not made from
as hard wheat aa the Maunitoba articleit has
compensating qualities. For maslting no bet-
ter is grown than the barley that cun be pro-
duced in the valleys of the southern interior
of British Columbia. But for export over
the Pacific, which is an important feature of
Portland’s trade, the supply must always come
from the prairies east of the Rocuies. If, as
has been referred to on frequant occasions, our
flour can be introduced iuto the markets of
China and Japun, and there can be no questioa
about its excellence compared with the Ocegon
product, it means the ercction of flour mills
und elevators cna largescale on the coast and
an important outlet for a portion of the prairio
wheat crop.

Rusiness overywhere has perceptibly im.
proved, but money is stil tight and collections
siow. Building is active and in this waya
considerable element of the lahoring ppulation
is kept employed. ‘The outlook geverally is
good and this will be a prosperous sunrnrer if
conditions remaio fivorable. Ao encouraging
featuro is the zeported improvement of wat.ora
on the Sound. Oge reason for the d-pre<sion
whica has ex sted is the dull times ia Washing-
tun.and Ocegon which poured their surplus
uacmployed population in on us and swamped

_the labor market,

— —

The weather romaias boautiful aad if it were
not for the fear of bud weather to com :,farmiog
and gardeniog cou'd have procseded log aun,
Considerable sce lin, hie alrealy bosa lone.
Ouly low water ia the Columbia preveats
navigation from opeaning and the rush
into the Kootenay from cuommencing.

B 0. MARRET QUOTATIONS, .

Frour AND FeeD.—Flour and feed remains
unalwered. Flour shows aud upward ten.
deacy. Manitoba Huncarian fliur is quoted
at $3.98: strong bakers, $3%.60; tadies
choice, $3.93; prairio Lilly,$3 83 ; Oregon,36 23;
Spokane,§5 03 ; Enderby milts : Promier,$3.85;
three star, §5 70; twostar $» 35. Oatneal, east.
orn,$3.79; Calif)roia,$4. National miifs, Victoria
83 65 ; rolled oats, eastern, $3 40 ; California,
83 90; wational mils, $3.23-; cornmenl; £3.10;
split peas, $3.50; pearl barley, $4 50. Rice—
The Victoria rice mills quote wholesale: Japan
rico per ton, 877 50; Chiaa rice, do, $70 ; rice
flour, do, 870; chit rive, do, 823; rive mual, do,
817.50; chopped feed, 533 to 35 per toa ; hray,
324; shorts, $23; oats, 830 to 32; wheat $33 o
4": oil cake, $40. Wheat is quoted in car lots
S.‘zg to $32; oats-$25 to §25.50 ; chop,bariey,
$20.

Egas—Oregon eggs now rule the market aud
are otfering at 193¢ and 20c. Fresh raache eggs
are slow aand castern eggs out of stock.

Damry—Cheese is firm at 134c. Butter is
weak. Creamery shows tendency to dwcline at
28c and 29¢, Good dairy would be worth 22¢,
California buttor haviag taken & decided tum.
ble in San Francisco is now quoted at 273¢ here,
It is likely to be rushed in at low prices to the
exclusion of castern stock for some time,

Fruits—Apples remain scarce and bigh,
eastern 85 50 to $6.50 per barrel, and Oregons
S1 50 to $2 per box. Culifornia oranges are:
Rivarsiles $2 w $2.50; navels $4 25 to$4 50;
lemons, Californis, $4.75; Sicilies S8; cocoa.
nuts 31 per dozen ; bananas $4 bunch.

VeGeTaBLFS. ¥TC —The potato market is
demoralized, having reached the lowest point
ever zold at in this wmarket. Fraser river
potatocs are selling at $15 a tou and alinost
absolutely withvut demand and Ashcroft at
$23. Sound potatoes are offering ia large lots
at prices that means a buying price of from $6
to 873 per ton. Other vegetables remain with.
out change.

Mears—Old quotations stand and no im-
provement in the situation is to be noted,
notwithstanding auvances in the east,
Regular quotations are .—Hams, 13 to 13.¢,;
hreakfast hacon, 12} to 133¢; loog clear roll,
104 to 1lc; smoked, 12¢; backs, sucdry, 1c;
smokad, 12} to 131¢; pure kettle vendered lard,
12} to 134c; stean rendered lard, Il to 12¢;
compouud, 11 tv 114c.

DRresSED  MEATS AND  LIVE 8T0cK—No
change. The wiuter up country ihough

not severe has been long and tryiog
oue for stock. The facts of the dep'e.
tion of tho ranges several times com.

mented on in THE CordERCIAL, with the pros.
peets of ultimate destraction of the stock indus-
try up couutry, has beea brought before the
attention of the legislature and legislation in.
troduced to provide, if possible, against such
contingency. Dressed bheef 9:; hogs, 12c;
mutton, 13 to 13Jc. Live weight, steers, S§c;
cows, 43¢ ; hogs, 73c ; sheen 7e.

Fi1sy—The markets for tho presept is bare,bnt
quotations are reasonable: Si'mon, Sto 10:;
}Slalibut, 5 to 7¢; cod. 4 to fic; smelts, 7 to

c.
LUMBER, SHINGLES, ETC — There has been a
large stocks of shingles aud manufactured wood
mde for the Northwest market, The market
for shiogles has be.n strengthened. Prices ure
more uuiform. Prices guoted here for fifty
cent points delivered is 32 85, with varying
prices accarding to freight rates for d.ffsrent
points. Rough merchauntable, ordinary »izes,
in Jevgths te 4% feet, joclusive, 89 per M feot;
rough deck plank, average length 35 feet, S19;
dressed floring, $17; pickots, $9; laths, 4 feet,
$2. The above is for cargo lots for forciga



