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§70CK BROKER' GLERK.

BY A. CONAN DOYLE.

1 Phere ho goes!” oried Iall Py-
oroft. *Those are the ocompany's
oftices into which o has gone. Come
with mo and I}l fix it up ag casily as
possblo.”

Al 7 o'olook that ovening we were
walking, the three of us, down Cor-
poration street to the y's oflico.

«It §gof np use our being at all
Defore our time," said our client * He
only comes there to see ma apparontly,
for the place is deserted up to the very
our he names.”

WThat is suggestive,” remarked Hol-

mes, i

w By Jove, I told you so |” eried the
olerk,

Following his lead wo ascended five
stories, until we found ourselves out-
side a hnlf—ggened door, at which our
olient tapped. A voice within bade
us ¢ Come in |" and we entored a baro,
unfurnished _room, suoh as Hall
Pyoreft had deseribed, At the single
table sat the man whom we had scen
in the street, with his evening paper
spread out in front of him, and, as he
looked up at us, it seemed to me that
T had never looked upon a face which
bore such marks of grief, and of some-
thing beyond grief—of a horror such a8
comes to few men in a lifetime. His
brow glistened with perspiration, his
cheeks were of tho dull dead white of a
fish's belly, and his eye were wild and
ptaring, He looked at his oclerk as
though he failed to recognizo him,
and % could sea by the astonichment
depicted upon our conductor's faco that
this was by no means the usual ap-
pearance of his employer.

« You look ill, Me, Pinner,” he ex-
claimed.

« Yes, I am not very well,” answer-
od the other, making obvious efforts
to pull himself togother, and licking
his dry lips before he spoke. ** Who
are these gentlemen wlhom you have
brought with you ?”

« Thig ia Mr. Harris of Bormondsey
and the other is Mr. Price of this
town"” said our clerk, glibly. ' They
aro friends of mine and gentlemen of
experience, but they have been oub of
a placo some little time, and they
hoped that perhaps you might find a
place for them in the company's
employment.” .

Very possibly! Very possibly I
oried Mr, Pinner, with a ghastly
smile. * Yes, I have no doubt that
we shall be able to do something for
you. ~ What ig your particular line,
Mr, Harris? "

«1am an accountant,” said Holmes,

wAh, yes; we shall want something
of the sort. And you, Mr. Price 2"

« A clerk,” aaid I,

« T have every hope that the com-

ny may accommodate you. I will
ot you know about it ag soon as we
come to eny conelusion. And now I
beg that you will go. For God's sake
leave me to myselfi’

These last words were shot out of
him as though the constraint which
he was evidently setting upon himself
had suddenly and utterly burst asun.
der. Holmés and I glanced ab each
other, and Hall Pyeroft took a step
toward the table, .

«You forget, Mr. Pinner, that I am
here by appointment to receive some
direstions from you,” said he.

t Certainly, Mr. Pyeroft, certainly,”
the other answered in a calmer tone,
«You may walt here a moment, and
there is no reason why your friends
ghould not wait with you. I will be
entirely at your service in three min-
utes, if I might trespass upon your
patience far” He rose with a very
courteous air, and, bowing to us, he

assed out through a door at the
axﬂset end of the room, which he
olosed behind him,

« What now 2" whispered Holmes.
«Ts he trying to give us the slip?”

« lmpossible,” answered Pyoroft.

« Why 50 2"

«That door leads into an inner
room.”

+ There is no exit 2"

¢ None,"

¢ I8 it fornished 2"

o It wag empty yesterday.”

«Then what on earth can he be
doing? There is something which I
don't understand in this matter. If
ever a man was three parts mad with
terror, that man's name is Pinner.
What can have put the shivers on
him 2"

«He guspacts that we are detec-
tives,” I suggested,

«That's 1t,” sald Pyoroft.

Holmes shook his head, * He did
not turn pale, He was pale when he
entered the room,” said he. “ It is
just possible that—",

His words were interrupted by s
aharp rat-tat from the direction of the

inner door,
« Wht the dence is he knocking aé
his own door for 2" eried the olerk,
Again snd much louder came the
rat-tat-tal, We all gazed expoctantly
at the closed door. Glancing at
Holmes I saw his face turn rigid and
he leaned ferward in intense excite-
g, oagliog. soehd ans . brnk
, gargling so! a bris
ﬁmmag upon woodwork, Holmes
frantioally aeross the room and
at the door. It was fastened
on the inner side, Following his ex-

wmple wo threw oursolves upon it with
all our weight. Ono hinge snapped,
then tho other, and down came the
door with & orash. Rushing over it
wu found ourselves in tho inner room,

It was omply.

But it was only for & momont that
wo were at fault, At one corner, the
corner nearest the roows which we
had loft, thore was a eccond door.
Holmes sprang to it and pulled it
open. A coat and waiscoat were
lying on_ e floor, and from & hook
behind the door, with his own braces
round his neck, was hanging the
managing _direotor of the Franco-
Midland  Hardware Company. His
knees wore drawn_up, his head hung
at & dreadful anglo to the body, and
the olatter of his hoels againgt tho
door made the noise whioh had broken
in upon our conversation, In an
instant I had caught him round the
waist and held him up, while Holmes
and Pycroft untied the clastio bands
which” had disappeared between the
livid oreages of BEIIJ. Then we carried
him into the other room, where he
lay with o clay-colored faco, puffing
hig purple lips in and out with every
breath—a dreadful wreok of all that
he had beon but five minutes before,

* What do you think of him, Wat-
son ¥ * asked Holmes,

I stoopod over him and examined
him, His pulse was feeble and inter-
mittent, but hig breathing grew longer,
and there wag a little shivering of his
e{o.lids which showed a thin, white
slit of ball beneath. .

“1t has been touch and go with
him,” said I, “but hell live now.
Just open that window and hand me
the water carafo.” Iundid his collar,
poured the cold water over his face,
and raised and sank his arms until he
drew a long natural breath,

+ Ii*a only & question of time now,"
said I,” ag I turned away from him,

Holmes stood by the table with his
hands deop in his trousers pockets and
his chin upon his breast.

«T suppose we ought to call the
police in now,” he said; *“and yet I
confess that I would Jike to give them
a complete case when they come.”

“It's a blessed mystery to me,”
oried Pyoroft, soratehing his head.
« Whatever they wanted to bring me
all tho way up lere for, and then —"

«Pooh! All that is olear enough,”
said Holmes. impatiently. It is this
last sudden move.”

“ You understand the rest, then ?”

« [ think that it is fairly obvious.
What do you say, Watson 2"

I shrugged my shoulders.

« ¥ must confess that I am out of
my depths,” said 1.

«Oh, surely, if you consider the
ovonts at first, they can only point to
one conclusion,”

+What do you make of tirem 2"

«“Well, the whole thing hinges
upon two points, The first is the
naking of Pycroft write a declaration
by which he ontered the service of this
proposterous company. Do you not
gee how very suggestive that 13 ?”

« I am afraid I miss the point.”

« Well, why did they want him to
doit? Not as a business pariner, for
these arrangements ave ugually verbal,
nd there was no earthly business
reason why this should be an excep-
tion. Don't you see, my young friend,
that they wero very anxious to obtain
a specimon of your handwriting, and
had no other way of doing it 2"

« And why 2"

«Quite so. Why? When we an-
swer that we have made some progress
with our little problem, Why? There
oan be only one adequate reason.
Some one wanted lo learn to imitate
your writing, and had to procure a
gpecimen of it first. And now if we
pass on to the sccond point we find
that each throws light upon the other,
That point is the request made by
Pinner that you should not resign
your place, but should leave the man.
ager of this important business in the
fall oxpectation that a Mr, Hall
Pyercft, whom he had never seen,
was about to enter the office upon the
Monday morning.”*

«My God!" eried our client,
« what a blind beetle I have been 9"

# Now you see the point about the
hand-writing. Suppose that some one
turned up in your place who wroto a
completely difierent hand from that

would be ];;uz dowa to a family resem-
blance, But for the happy chance of
the gold stuffing your suspicious would
probably hiave never been aroused.”

Uall " Pyeroft shook his clonched
hands in the air.  * Good Lord I" ho
cried, ¢ Whil¢ T hiave been fooled in
thia way, what has this other IHall
Pyeroft been doing at \fawsona?
What should we do, Mr. Holmes? Tell
me what to do **

o We must wire to Mawson's.”

«They shut at 12 on Saturday,™

« Never mind, there may be some
doorkeoper or attendant—"

« Al yes; they keop a permanent
guard thore on account of the valuo of
the securities that they hold, I rem-
ember hearing it talked in tho2ity.”

« Very good, we shall wire to him
and seo if all is well, and if a olerk of
your name ig working there, That is
vlear enough, but what 18 not so clear
is why at sight of us one of the rogues
should instantly walk out of the room
and hang himseli,”

« The papor!” oroaked a voice be-
hind us. The man was silting, blan.
ched and ghastly, with reason return-
ing in his eyes, and hands which rub.
bed nervously at tke broad, red band
which still enciroled his throat.

«The paper "  Of course I yelled
Holmes, in & paroxy f exoit £

ARCHBISHOP CROKE,

(Continged from Page 2

seattered childron of St. Patrick than
those which everywhere greet the
name of the Archbishop of Cashel ; it
would be hard to find a prelate who
hias stronger olaims on the estcem,
affection, and gratitude of his fellow
counfrymen. For well mgh fifty years
his life as priest and bishoy{ has been
bofore them ; and in all those years
oven his enemies, if he had any, could
point to nothing which would com.
promise his character ns an [rish
priest, an Irish bishop, or an Irigsh
atriot, I do not mean to say that ho
hag nover made a mistake, or been
gurprised into an error of judgement:
Did I say so, I would_ deprive him of
oredit for what, I at least, regard as
the strong points of his character. It
is only the cold, caleulating, wary
man, the man who will take no risks
oven for the sake of the highest and
most sacred causes, the man who lies
by when storms are brewing, that can
pride himself on avoiding kea and
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«Idiot that I was! I thought so
much of our visit that the paper never
ontered my head for an_instant. To
bo sure vhe secret must lie there.” He
flattened it out upon the table, and a
ory of triumph burat from his Jips,

# Look at this, Watson 2" he eried.
1t is a ** Tondon paper, an eatly edition
of the Evening Standard, Hero is
what we want, Look ab the headline
—Crime in, the City. Murder at
Mawson & Williams'; Gigantio At.
tempted Robbery; Capture of the
Criminal;! Here, Watson, we were
all equally auxious to hear it, so kind-
ly read it aloud to us.”

It appesrs from its position in the
papor to havo been the one event of
importance in town, and the account
of it ran this way.

« A desperate attempt at robbery,
culminating in <he death of one man
and the caplure of the criminal, cc-
curred this afternoon in this city, For
gome time back Mawson & Williams,
the famous financial house, have becn
the guardiang of securities which
amount in the aggregate to s sum of
considerably over a million sterling.
So conscious was the manager of the
regponsibility which dovolved upon
him in consequence of the great intor.
ests at stake, thet safes of the very
latest construction have been em[i)loy-
ed, and an armed watchman Lias been
left day and night in the building. It
appears that last week a new clerk,
named Hall Pycroft, was engaged by
the firra. This person appears to have
been none other than Beddington, the
famous forger and cracksman, who,
with his brother, has only recently
emerged from a five years' spell of
penal servitude. By some means,
which aro not yet clear, he succeeded
in winning, under a false name, this
official position in the office, which he
utilized in order to obtain mouldings
of various locks and a thorough know-
lodge of the position of the strong
room and the safes.

errors of jud t. The man of open,
confiling disposition, of generous
impulses, of simple, straightforward
purpose, may be betrayed into mis-
taltes ; but they are more than redeem-
ed by the good he effects, The Arch-
bishop of Cashel hag ever been to the
forefront when the cause of rcligion or
the cause of country olaimed his aid ;
the wonder, therefore, is that in such
unselfish, active, energetic life the
mistakes has been so fow., He has
hag certainly made no mistake in the
principles by which he is guided—love
of the Curch, in which he holds so
high and well-merited a position ; love
of the people who have been committed
tohiscare,and love of the country which
i proud of him, He may well look
back with satisfaction upon his career
a8 bishop, whether among his exiled
countrymenunder tho Southern Cross,
or in this grand old See of Cashel, In
him have his )ieoplo ever found a kind
father, a sterling friend, a trusted
guide his sympathy was never wanting
to suffering and afilicted, his compas-
son was never denied oven to the
orring and the fallen, the poor were
never driven from his gato. Neither
have his compassion and active syra-
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pathy been d to the bers of
hig own flock, ag I, and I am sure some
of my colleagues in the episcopat
have good reagon to know. When we
were surrounded by a people on the
verge of famine ono of the first hands
extended to us was that of the Arch-
bighop of Cashel, and it never was an
empty or a niggurd hand, T might
still ‘dwell, my Lord Archbishop, in
more minute deta:l on the many other
i t which pire to give
a deop and absorbiug interest to the
religious ceremonies of to-day and to
the oceasion which they are meant to
sanotify. The cherished memories of
tho past arise before me, with their
joys and sorrows, which, like light and
shade, vary without marring the beauty
of the prospect; and I am inded
that you are the inheritor of the

“It s vy at M
the clerks to leave at midday on Satur-
day. Setgelant Tuson of the city police

\ “eod, therefore, to

's for | 8

1 traditions which they give to
view. I canuot forget that the crozier
which you wield decends to you
3 a long line of illustrious

was P
see & gentleman with a carpet bag
come down the steps at 1.20, His
suspicious being aroused, the sergeant
followed the man, and, with the aid

P

P Itcomes from C )

patriot and scholar, prince and pontiff,
It dropped from the hand of O'Hurley
only when he had sealed with his blood
the test: t of fidelity to faith and

of Constable Pollock, ded, after
a most desperate resistance, in arrest-
ing him. It was at once clear that a
daring and gigantic robbery had buen
committed. Nearly £100,000 worth
of American railway bonds, with a
large amount of serip in other mines
and companies, were diacoveaed in the
bag. On examining the premises the
body of unfortunate watchman was the
found doubled up and thrust into the
largest of the safes, where it would
not have been discovered until Monday
morning had ic not been for the pro-
mpt action of Sergeant Tuson, The
man's gkull had been shattered by a
blow from a poker, delivered from be-
Innd,

There could be no doubt that Bed-
dincton h&d btained b

in which you applied for the y
of course the game would have been
up, But in the interval the rogue
leatned to imitate you, and his position
was therefore secure, as I persume
that nobody in the office had ever set
eyes upon you 2

« Not » soul,” groaned Hall Pysroft.

« Very good. Of course, it was of
the utmost importance to prevent you
from ‘thinking better of it, and also
to keep you from coming in
contact with anyone who might tell

ou that your double was at work in

awson’s office. Therefore, they gave
you ahandsome advance on you salary,
and ran you off $o the Midland's, where
they gave you enough work to do to
prevent you going to London, where
you t have burst their little game
up, That is all plain enough.”

 But why should this man pretend
1o be his own brother ?"

1 Well, that is preity clesr slso.
D e porbungog 100 o
n i e other i8 ng you &
the office. This one scted as your
ingwger, snd then found that he could
LTIt pomon Tao b o

[ persou into his plo
%h‘:h'l: ge?'hilm* unwilling t‘:' do,
0 appearance a3 far as
he could, and trusted that the likeness,
which you would not fail to observe,

g ¥y
protending that he had left something
behind him, and having murdered the
watchman, rapidly rifled the large
safe, and then made off with his booty,
His brother, who usually works with
him, has not appesred in this job, so
far ag can_at present be agcertained,
although the police are making ener-
getic iries as to his wk kouts.”

“ Well, wa may save the police
somo little trouble m that direction,”
said Holmes, glancing at the haggard
figure huddled up by the window.
« Human nature is & strange mixture,
Watson: You seo that even a willain
and & murderer oan inspire such affec.
tions that his brother turns to suicide
when he learns that hi¢ neok is_fore-
foited. However, we have no 0e
s to our action, The doctor sud I
will romain on guard, Mr. Pyoroft, if
you will have the kindness to step out

for the police.”
et <P
a1, 1sdue to nervous excl
The deli d, the financl
the b and ¥

necessitates great mental atrain or worry,
all suffer less or more from it.  Slesp Is the
¢ reatorer of & worried brain, and to geb

aloep oleanse the atomach from all impurities
with a few doses ot Parmeles’s Vegetable
Plila,gelatine conted, containing no mercury,
gaacanteed to give satisfaction or

und are
the money will be refu:

country which he hag loft to his
51106698078,

Among the magnificent presenta-
tions that have been made to Arch.
bishop Croke, is & remarkable specimen
of Irigh illumnation produced by J.
McConnell of Dublin, and a chalice of
gold from the archbistiops and bishops.
The jubiles gift of the Archbishop to
to the town of Thurles is a new chime
ctoock., The colebration of the jubilee
was olosed by a banquet in St. Pat-
rick’s College.
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