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L.aw 1y RoMance—TesTiMeNy of Panties ¥ Crimivarn Prosecurrioss,

His invitation-cards of the past scason still
decorated his looking-glass; and scarce any
thing told of the lawyer but the wig-box beside
the Venus upon the middle shelf on the book-
case, on which the name of P. Sibwright was
gilded." Mr. Bangham was a sporting man,
who married a rich widow, had no practice,
and *went a circuit for thosc mysterious
reasons which mahe men go circuit.™*  Mr,
Dichens, hammering away at Chaucery, males
Mr. Vholes' oflice scarcely as charming :—

 Three feet of knotty-floored dark passage led
to Mr. Vholes' jet.black door, in an angle pro-
foundly dark on the brightest midsummer morn-
ing. and encumbered by a black bulk-head of cel-
larage staircase, against which belated civilians
eenerally strike their brows,  Mr., Vholes’ cham-
bers are on so small ascale, that one clerk canopen
the door without getting oft his stool, while the
other, who elbows him at the same desk, has equal
fucilities for pohing the fire. A smell as of un-
wholesume sheep, l;fcnding with the smcl] of must
srd dust, is referable to the nichtly (and often
tlaily) consumption of mutton fat in candles, and
to the fretting of pacchment forms and skins in
greasy drawers, The atmosphere is otherwis»
stele and close. The place was last printed or
whitewashed beyond the memory of man; and
the two chimneys smoke, and there is a loose
outer surface of soot everywhere; and the dull
cracked windows in their heavy frames have but
une picee of character in them, which is a deter-
mination to be always dirty, and always shut
unless coerced.”t

Perhaps there is something extravagant in
this, still there is a good deal of truth; and
there is certainly no reason in the nature of
things why so many of the profession should
permit the place where they are to pass the
greater part of their lives to become so hide-
ous to the eye and uncomfortable to the body,
unless, indeed, it is a dogma in law, that prac-
tice is to increase in the same ratio as dust,
and retainers with opaquencss of window-
panes.

Bulwer has painted two dark scenes in court
in ** Eugene Aram” and * Paul Clifford;” Mrs,
Edwards, a pretty sunny one in her charming
novel of **Archie Lovell.” Trials are mulu-
foid in sensation novels, so called.  They har-
mouize with the violent contrast of light and
shade j and in the literature of crime, whether
murder, bigamy, forgery, it would Le strange
if the aid of justice were not sometimes ap-
pealed to. So Miss Braddon, Mrs. Wood, and the
rest, often go to the circuit. It is satisfactory
to see that the innocent are always acquitted,
and that the guilty generally come to grief.
There is naturally a great deal of nonsense in
fact, and curions, if not wise, rulings o' law.
** The Missing Bride; or, Miriam the Avenger,”
by Mrs. Emma D. E. N. Southworth, is = fair
exaple of this class. ©The venerable ypre-
¢iding judge is supposed to be unfriendly to
theacrused.” When asked guilty or not guilty,
*some of the old haughtiness curled the lip

* Pendennis, vel. i 1 Bleik House.

and {lashed from the eye of Thursten Wil
coaen.” ‘The jury are not drawn as u-nal b,
the sheriff, but by “idle euriosity,” and, vr
like the judge, arrive * quite unprejudies]”

The charge is of course murder: but, alw, .-

course, the murdered party, in this case “th

missing bride,” appears just at the nich ¢

time, and all goes meriy as a marriage hell
And su we end law in romance.  The fal
accusud s restored to the bosom of his family,
the perjured witneas has fallen in a fit, or 2
to jail \who cares?); the judge has retircl
his venison and port; the jury are discharzai;
the contestant counsel are jesting and hobnal.
bing at their inn, and we will close our note-
book.—American Law Revicw.

TESTIMONY OF PARTIES IN CRIMINAL
PROSECUTIONS.

Mr. Chief Justice Appleton, of Maine, und.:
date of February 22nd, 1865, wrote o lettert,
the Hon. D. E.Ware, of Boston, which appea!
in the Register of August followiny, wherdi
he states that the Legislature of Maine, in 185,
passed an act, by which any respondeut i
any cririinal prosecution for “libel, nuisane:
sitnple assault, and assault and battery
might, by offering himseif as a witnese, W
admitted tc testify ; and that, in 1863, the law
as to admission” of testimony was furthe
extended, and it was enacted that, ‘“in th
trial of any indictments, complaints and othe:
proceedings against persons charged with
commission of crimes or offences, the persa
so charged shall, at his own request, and net
otherwise, be deemed a competent witnese—
the credit to be given to his testimony b
left solely to the jury, under the instruction
of the court.” )

Chief Justice Appleton also wrote a ceenar’
letter, bearing date the 24th February, 1984
to John Q. Adams, Esq., Chairman of tle
Committee on the Judiciary of Magsachusets
(r*de Law Reqister for October last), wheren
he gives his views at length upon the chanye
in criminal evidence, and argues with mnct
legal acumen and plausibility the justice of P2
new law in his State.  The opinion emanativ
from a gentleman who has made the sulijeet<
evidcnue a specialty for many years, demank
at least a candid consideration by the profe-
sion, and all whe desire the administration @
cquity and justice.

As the suggestion of the Chief Justice w»

; adopted Ly the Judiciary Committee, W

reported to the House of Representatives ™
the form of 2 bill, and which may, from pr
scnt appearances, become a law of the (‘ﬂn'r
monw calth of Massachusetts, it is desinbi’
that the question be fully discuseed anf
digested; and we therefore deem it not it

Notx —Fince the foregoing article was wrjtten, our aliet
ticn has Leen ealled to a letter in the * Pall Mall Garet'
of Feb. 11, 1507, dated Lincoln's Inn. and signed ¢ M¥
Conveyancer,” in which the satne view of the Jaw in “Fdu
oIt is uplie it as that which wo bave taken. though st
cut citation of authy rithes.—Ameatcan Low Herae.
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