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effort is made to separate them from, the containinating infiuenee
of prison, while, at the aame time, the fulleat opportunity wMl
be afforded them, owing to the "license" proviion~s, of stay't.
ing life afresh in a respectable way.

The detention of habituai eriminals is the subjee-t-matter of
Part IL. of the Bill, and power is given, where a person is cou.
victed on indictment of a crime and subsequently the offender
admits or is found by the jury to be an habituai criminal and
the court passes a sentence of penal servitude, if of opinion
that by reason of his criminal habits and mode of life it is ex.
pedient for the protection of the public that the offender should
be kept in detention for a lengthened period of years, the court
may pass a further sentence ordering that on the determina-
tion of the sentence of penai servitude the offender be dletained
during His Majesty's pleasure, such detention being ealled
"preventive detention."

In order that a person be found an habituai criminal, the
jury must lie satisfied that lie lias been three times previous1y
convicted of a crime, and that at the time whe-.; lie conimitted
the crime for which hie la to lie sentenced hie was Iea1ing per.
sistently a dishonest or criminal life. The word "crime," with
reference to this subject-matter, is to mean any felony, eoining
offence, obtaining goods or money by false pretences, conspiracy
Ù)> defraud, and any rni sdemeanouir under section 58 of the
Larceny Act, 1861. The accused person is onily to be put on
bis triai as an habituai criminal after pleading guilty to, or
conviction for, the crime with which he la charged, and a charge
of being an habituai criminal is nlot to be inserted in an indiet-
ment without the consent of the Director of PublP'i Prosecutions,
and tunless seven days ' notice bas been given that it is intended
to insert sucli charge. It la aiso provided that a wp'rsoIî sen-
teneed te preventive detention xnay, notwithstanding anything
in the Criminal Appoal Act, 1907,. appeal against the sentence
without the leave of the Court of Criminal Appeal.

Perhaps one of the most important clauses of this measgure,
and one that will require very careful conside-ation, is clause


