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LECTURES

" Delivered by the Chief Superintendent of Schools i the severat Distvicts' of
Upper Canada during his oficial tour, September to December, 1847,

f Leeronz II.—THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION TO A MANU-
F FACTURING, AND A FREE PEOPLE.

I have addressed you on ¢ The Importance of Education to an Agriesltural
Pegple’—thé intimate connexion between the educstion and prospefity of an
- Ugricultural country ; it yet remains to illustrate the comnexion between thd
3 education of a country and the advancement of its manufactures and-tradés,
§ \nd also between the edacation of a free people and their civil governient.
~ . On the former of these topics I have anticipated much that might be said
- W my remarks on the mechanics of agriculture; and T must restrict myself to
;X single paragraph in giving a summary of what I would wish, under other
- Circumstances, to say on a subjéct so extensive and important. The mechanic
- Wrts are the medium of the power of mind over matter, and the vital
- Principle of modern civilized society; the grand instrument by which ' madi
 Mikes the great store-house ‘of nature minister to his wants, tastes; aud
| Pleasures, and the chain- which binds different classes of society; and ‘even
Tatiogs and continents into the mutual dependence, friendship and intimécy of
X common brotherhood. To the arts of mechanism wé are indebted for the
bitations which we occupy, the' clothes which we weat, the greater patt of
the food that we eat, and the beveragea that we drink, together with the bookd
thit we read, the sculpture and paintings which we behold, and ‘the social
Intercourse, civilization' and ‘refinément which grow'out of these’ endlessly
- divergified branches of human industry, genius and -enterprise: Théy “invelve
developmerit of thé resources and laws of nature for the benefit and
" Mppiness of man ; and, in proportion to our education in a knowledge of thasb
“ rcee and laws will, be our power to Tendér them subsérvient to out intérests:
Y44 wishes, It -is thus that haman power is multiplied hundreds of times' in
? ® most cominon and essential departments of manufacturing industry. Mt.
i hllnha;‘ in: his' History of Cotton Manufactures, says, that the spiming
Bhehinery of Great Britain, tended by one hundred and fifty thousand men,
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