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days of railroad»). “To aggravate* this misfortune the abandonment of till
age waa defemled by a numerous body of advocates, on the grourxl of bar* 
rennees of noil, and inclonxiiey of the heavens. The country they maintniw'd 
was only fit for |>astiiruge, ami would never repay the ex|wnNr of regular 
cultivation. Beef ami pork might In* raised but flour awl pot barley ami 
oatmeal were 1x»yond the utmost efforts of the climate."

While farming in the province was in the condition as above deeeritxxl 
there lan1 led at lialifnx a Sterlingsbin» Scotchman by the name of John 
Young. His fat-lur had intended his son for holy orders in the ehureh but 
t*ho young man declined to lx? a minister and finally after stmlying law 
drift**! into trade awl eventually deckled to try his fortune in the new 
world, and the year 1^11 fourni him in Halifax with such a stock of goods 
as he hoped would lw suitable for the market in which he intemlcd to offer

Mr. Young came from a country that throughout Kurojx*, at that, time, 
was looked upon ns the home of the most skilful agricultural practice to 
1)© found anywhere. Speaking of Scotland at that time or later Prof. John
son says: “Its climate has been tamed awl deprived of its terrors. Its 
most northern portion» in ('aitimes» awl even in the Orkney Islam!» have 
lxon sulxlued into the culture of wheat. Its plowmen are ranked among the 
best in the world, its thorough husbandry is universally praised, awl its fat 
cattle and slurp from its northern counties are shipixd regularly to the 
Ivondon market. Instead of indifference awl contempt the art of culture was 
treated wdth my|*t*t awl almost every proprietor was at once anxious to pro
mote it awl ambitious to know something as to the lies! iimhIc of cultivat
ing his estate.’*

Mr. Noting haul not Ixrn many years in this country before he noticed 
the great contrast between the Nova Scotia and the Scotch system of 
farming. He also took note of the wit lei y different manmr in which the 
people of Nova Scotia and those of Scot law! h Hiked at the resjxrtabiltty 
of the businesF, awl apparently came to the conclusion that he would do 
what was in his power to lift the agriculture of his adopted country out of 
the degré* la ti on into which it had fallen. With this end in view he Irgan 
in the year ISIS to write a series of letters on subjects relating to agricul
ture over the signature “Agricola." Those letters wen1 publisiied in the 
Acadian Recorder, a Halifax newspaper, and at once caught the ear of the 
public. There wore thirty-eight of the letters awl they dealt with almost 
every phase of agricultural practice as at that time followed in the most ad 
vanned Kuro|xmn countries. The first letter describes the low state of agri
culture awl the general commercial dépression in the province. The second 
roeotnmewla the establishment of agricultural societies; the sixth takes up 
the climatic conditions, dcscrilies the onuses that influence it; the ninth 
eomlmts the prejwHoe which exists against, the climate ami shows from the 
nature of its vegetable productions that it will rijxn all tlie principal grains. 
Then follows a scries of letters on soil with a fmrtieular descripti<m of Nova 
Scotia soil. Tlx» sixteenth letter emmurât* the purposes in agriculture of 
the different instruments of tillage.


