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\Vho could hive thought that the Guillotine would

be able to introduce this violent law, wliich fjpportcd

the afllgnats ^ and to maintain it, by deitroying in-

difcriminaicly the new poffcflbrs of property and the

old ? or have anticipated the dying words of Danton,

that, to prolong a little ics frightful exiftencc, this

revolutionary mcnjler would at laji devour its own off-

Jpring^ Who could have thought that an unheard-of

circle of fpoliations, kept in conftant motion by xht

dreadful agency of terror, would be able fo fuddenly

ind fo completely to enflave a warlike nation which

allowed ii/elf to be menaced with the fcaffold *, at the

very moment when it was boafting of having broken

its fetters ?

I may be told that the calamities of war may pof-

fibly revive the fyftem of terror; but this I pofitively

deny. This internal prodigy in the French Revo-
lution never can be repeated; even the Nero of

France, with his legion of executioners, did not make
it laft longer than fourteen months j and I am not

afraid to aflert that it would have been a thoufand

times more eafy for him to have prolonged its exift-

ence another year, than for iiis fucceflbrs, who owed
their elevation to the abolition of it, to revive it for a

fmgle day.

1 may alfo be told that Robefpierre has left them
an immenfe fund in the eftaces which, though already

confifcated,,have not hitherto been fold> and which

are a fufficient fccurity for new emiffionsof affignats.

I know that fuch has been their boalt, and that in

the beginning of this year they had the aflurancc to

afiert that there remained fecurity enough for 6 or

8 milliards (250 to 330 millions ftcrling) of new
paper-money.

But we want no better proof of the falfehood of

fuch an allenion than this, that precifcly at the time

* Rijuxiens/ur le Paix, p. 40.
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