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nue: And we may be afFured^ that the cuftoms paid onihe imports of a
lofing trade.(unlefs on commodities to be re-exported, or further manufac-
tured) by no means equal theeonfcviuent lofs in excifes, by the decreafe of
the national riches from this confumption. The mere poiTeflion of riche»

is not the great point (though of no fmill confequence) ; it is the confump-
tion they occaiion, the induftry they give rife to, and the infalliblejour*
ney they regularly take to the coffers of the public.

Thi* idea is not, iwwever, to be carried to an infinite extent, becaufe
an over-quantity of riches is pernicious, in raifmg the prices of every thing
too, high, and doing mifchief thereby to the general induftry. I extend
thcrefledion no further than the a£hial or probable neceffities of the ftate-

AsOteat Britain pays fuch immenfe fums in intereft to foreigners ; is at

fuch prodigious conftant expences of government; and is never far

removed from the expedation of a war j and as much of her revenue de-
pends on commerce and its ronfequences (wnich are by-the-bye much
greater than at firft apparent); for thefe reafons, a regular acquifition of
riches by commerce is become an abloiute neceffity of ftate.

V Laftly ; in refpe<3 of naval power. This point will require very little

attention to fettTe. While Britain has fo powerful an enemy to cope with
as France, fbihe fyftem of military power mufl: be formed for defence ; ta

(ay nothing of plans of attack. This fyilem muft be that of land or feft

forces. The Hrft, to be depended on altogether, would perhaps be infuffi-

cient; moft certainly it would be dangerous to liberty: But if both thefe

obje^ions were removed, there remains another very material one ; it is

naval power alone that can protedi, defend, and ftcure the poflTefiion of
any colonies. The moft powerful armies would a^.one be ufelefs in this

refpeO:. A iuperior French fleet, with ten thpufand men> would redutb

Iialf the Britifh colonies, though an army of ten times that number was
encamped at Portfmouth, without a fleet to waft and convey them. A«
a naval power can have no other foundations than an extended-commerce,

there wants no other proof to (hew that commerce is neceflary to Great

Britain, independent either of the employment of the poor, or the acqui-

fition of idches. -Ji

If. The means ofpromoting this branch of indufljy are lb prodigioufly

various and exteafive. that it will not be expelled every particular fliouM

be explained here. It would fill volumes upon a fubje^ that has filled a
thoufand already; a few remarks, however, arc neceflary, and efpecially

if the fubjed: be £3und to adnxit aay that are not already hackneyed by
«ommoa uie.^


